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Local pianist perarms in Japan

By Corinno Abatt
staff writer

“Yes, there really is o Mr. Suzuki and I met
bim,” sald Fontaine Laing, Birmingham planist
wha' recently returned {from three weeks in Japan
with her-husband, Robert.

She had accepted an invitation to give several
concerts In Japan with Laura Larson, flutlst, who
is heading the Suzuki flute program at CCS —
Institute of Music and Dance. Larson has been in
Japan for a year studylng with Suzuki at the Tal-
eat Education Institute in Matsumoto where she
will graduate this June.

Lalng accompanied Larson for one concert at
the Instutute, and they gave another comcert in
Toyota where they performed separately and to-
gether. The children from the Toyota class of the
Institute, 28 students studying violin and cello,
performed on the same program.

: “Tayota is a sister clty with Detrolt, and they
treated us royally, We (Detroit) gave them a tiger
50 they took us to the zoo to sec (his) two tiger
cubs. They had given Detrolt a thousand cherry
trecs and they asked if I knew where they were,
but I didn't know. We were there at cherry blos-
5om time,” she said.

» During the cherry festival thousands of people
liang their blankets, spread them under the trees,
bring their saki and 'other refreshments and enjoy
the beauty of the blossoms.

! The Laingg went to Japan with an Elder Hostel
group and stayed with o Japanese famlly for al-
most a week as part of that program. On their
Lome visit, they slept Japanese style on a mat,
which is rolled up during the day and a pillow
stuffed with bran,

Fontaine Laing

1 thought they were quite comfortable,” she
sald, explaining that the pillows support the neck
and head better than softer ones.

While her husband was traveling with the Elder
Hoste) group, she spent several days with Larson
and paid her first visit to an ofuro, publlc bath,

Her observations on this and many other expe-
riences of her trip are Insightful. She noted for

¥ example that people don't look at others un-

dressed in the public bath, that would be impolite.

“Nobody has a lot of time,” she said, “The kids
leave at 7 in the morning and may not get home
from school until evening,” noting that adults, too,
work long hours. “Mr. Suzuki, 88, gets up at 3
a.m., does calllgraphy and then puts in a full day’s
work at the school.”

Since six years of English (with a concentration
on reading and writing) is required in Japanese
schools, she wasn't totally surprised to find that
all of the people in a retlrement community knew
songs such as “Old Folks at Home" and “Oh Su-
sanna” when she played for them.

Wherever she and Larson performed, they were
given many bouquets of flowers before and after
the coneert.

“Even people from the audience came up to us
with flowers,” she sald.

One question popped up lmmediately, “The first
thing they ask you Is your age.” But, she said, it
isn't to be impolite, but rather to determine how
they should address you because dlfferent ages
require different forms of address,

Laing and Larson will both be teaching at the
Institute of Music and Dance this fall, It was De-
troit Community Muslc School before becoming a
part of Center for Creative Studles, Laing also
gives private lessons and performs. In the fall she
will be playing with the Troy Orchestra and for
the Michigan Musie Teachers conventlon. She has
performed as orchestra pianist with the Detroit
Symphony, Is a member of Birmingham Musicale
and Tuesday Muslcale,

She and Larson performed “Winter Moods,” a

by P area
Martin Scot Kosins, at thelr concert in Toyota.

THE HOMEFNDING CENTER

“Becausc of the brisk business, the company has moved to new headquarters in the
Amesican Center Bulding in Southficld. |t i Teatures 3 2,000.4Quart 001 showroom..
devoted to information about the arca” -Detrolt Free Press

Don'tbeIcllM!qulTHERDMEFINDINGCENTERmnd sceeforyourself. Talk
100ur counselors, usc the Apartment Finder's Service, Temparary Housing, or purchise
youramncepy ofchPARTMENTINDEXM whie you're there, be sure to gather

ll:n.!!s provided FREE at THE HOHEFINDING CENTER

THE HOMEFINDING CENTER

27777 Feankdn Road
Southficld, Mi 48034

{ VISA Master Charge and
Amercan Express Accepled

(313) 355-5313  Qutside Michigan Catl Toll-Free 1.800-352-0629

Calligraphy expert to speak

Schulte, who has studled in Eng-
land, is a natlonally known lettering
artlst and designer. The $3 fee for

. Chicagoe artist and calligrapher
Ellza Schulte will present a sllde lec-
ture, “Expressive Brush 7-9 pm.

O&E sports...
your guide to local scores

the program includes
The Art Assoclation is at 1516 S.

Friday, at Birmingham Bloomfield

Art Association. The program Is
ﬂ)unsorcd by the Michigan Associa-
on of Calligraphers.
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today's active seniors.

and dedicated staff.

through Sunday.

(313) 350-1777
22800 Civic Center Drive
Southfield, Michigan

REMEMBER WHEN YOUR

Do you remember when
your next-door-neighbors
were more than just peo-
ple who lived next door?
They were your friends,
people you could count on
tor help and companlon-
ship. But over the years,
the neighborhood has
changed, Your friends have
moved away, and things just,
don’l seem the same.

Now you can recapture that neighborhood feeling at Franklin
Club Senior Apartments. You'll enjoy the friendship of people
who share your memories and understand your problems,
You'lt have people you can count on.

And, don't forget all the special features you can have for one
low monthly fee — like full meals, housekeeping, linens, trans-
portation — for as little or as much independence as you
desire. Plus, daily activities and gracious surroundings. All
wailing for you al Franklin Club Senior Apartments.

Call today for an eye-opening inspection tour. But hurry, you
have friends waiting for you!

CLURPEERANKN,
313-353-2810

28301 Franklin Road @ Southliold, MI 48034 @ Richard P. Ryan,

His future begins
Nnow |

at The Park

A & .
great schools, great neighbors, great homes

Environment plays a big part in shaping your children’s future,
Give them the Kind of home life that memories
are made of, Give them a home in The Park and you give them
their foundation for the future.

Single family homes from
269,200
The Park is located west off Middlebelt, between Wainut Lake
and lone Pine Rds. Follow Woodcliff signs to Sales Office.

Model: 626-3502  Office: 626-3500
Open noon to 6 p.m., everyday except Thursday.

Luxurious environmental communities for every lifestyle.
Salen by the

bcsman %!g frankel

ATTENTION SENIOR CITIZENS

You are cordially invited to inspect the Heatherwood, an
elegant new rental community of residential suites designed for

Centrally located in Southfield on Civic Center Drive
between Telegraph and Lahser Roads, the Heatherwood offers
fine dining in the Rosewood Restaurant, a fuil social and enter-
tainment calendar, housekeeping and other personalized serv-
ices such as complete overnight accommodations for your
personal guests ... All delivered to you in style by our courteous

A limited number of one and two bedroom apartments are
available. Call us at 350-1777 for more information or stop by
and see our beautifully furnished models from 10-5 Monday
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