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Commercial makes fiim locok hotter than it is

In addition to showing nauseous
and disgusting images, filmmakers
seem to take great stock in boring
their audiences.

TV spots for “Hot Pursuit” (PG-
13) are attractive, but don't be
fooled. They've packed all the film’s
cexcitement into one §0-second tele-
vision commercial,

Dan Bartlew (John Cusack) fum-
bled through a predictable serics of
misadventures while trying to catch
up with his girl, Lor) Cronenberg
(Wendy Gazelle), who is vacationing
with her family in the Caribbean.

Bartlett teams up with an eccen-
tric sca-captain, MacLaren (Robert
Loggia), to destroy drug-running
gangsters whose leader, Victor
Honeywell (Jerry Stitler), has kid-
napped Lori and her family.

THERE'S VERY LITTLE heat in
the pursuit, which has two speeds,
slow and stop. When the film fails to
bore viewers with its tedious pace
and childish predictability, it falls
back on that old reliable technique:
“Mix in everything.”

The film has adolescent romance
with intimations of steamy sexuali-
ty, drugs, kidnapping, murder, travel
and romantic Jocales. Top it off with
the old standard, a salty captain
helping the young hero mature at sea
while the storm batters their boat,
That’s “Hot Pursuit” — 90 minutes
of dreary, childish cliches.

For mare sophisticated doldrums,
try “L'Ane¢ Des Meduses” (“The
Year of the Jellyfish” — unrated).
For almost two hours the Jellyfish is
becalmed on the Riviera whlle the

18-year-0ld Chris (Valerie Kaprisky).

parades naked. Most of the other
£2ls on the beach, in the beds and on
the slick yachts also are naked, as
are some of the guys, but that’s not
the problem. The problem is that
Chris is mentally unbalanced. Ap-
parently it all stems from the death
of her dog, Howard.

This terrible trauma leads Chris
down the road to degradation,
depravity and other nasty things. She

Hashback and we're spared the ago-
ny of her abartion while her other
depravities are paraded across the
screen,

CHRIS HAS an affair with a Ger-
man couple and the husband Is so
disgusted he leaves his wife, who

Chris panders to Vic's father. Mean-
while, Chrls' mother is getting It on
with Romain (Bernard Giraudeau),
the local plmp, for whom Chris has
the hots. She seems to be the only
girl In the region that Romain dis-
dains,

Now, the motivation for all this
has to be more than the death of the

dog. Chris’ father is a workoholic?
Vic's wife is drowning In ennui?

So is the audience. What is truly
remarkable about this film is that it
packs so much activity Into two-well
photographed hours that are so mo-
notonous. Apparently the message of
“Jellyfish" is that Iie is decadent,
boring and tedlous, So’s the movie.
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has a lesblan r ‘Fani
(Hedwige Thabuis), at boarding
school. Tani covers for Chris while
she is getting pregnant by Vic
(Jacques Perrin). That was in a
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summering in the south of France, in “L'Anee Des Me’duul."
The French film with English subtitles is unrated.

John Cusack is Dan Barlett, a young student who follows his
girltriend to a Caribbean Island and misadventure, in “Hot Pur-
suit.” Also in the film are Wendy Gazelle, Robert Loggia, Monte
Markham, Shelley Fabares and Jerry Stiller.

If you're not cnering after hotly
pursuing jellytish, try “Ishtar” (PG-
13). Best of the three, it's stiil no bar-
gain. This Elaine May film about a
never-has-been  songwrlting team,
Rogers and Clarke (Dustin Hoffman
and Warren Beatty), falls pretty flat
on lts satiric face.

Surprisingly, Elalne May's talent-
ed sense of comedy Is poorly real-
ized In this elaborate film about two
losers who find fame and fortune
slnging in a Moroccan nightclub, the
Chez Casablanca. In their spare time
they entangle themselves in Middle
Eastern politics and an Arab revolu-
tion led by Isabel Adjanl.

“ISHTAR" IS GREATLY faulted
in structuring a comedy around the
Middle East's traglc problems, That
tople just Is not funny, particularly
the way it's handled, This inap.
propriate subject is compounded by
a one-dimensional, stereotypical bad
guy, the Emir, and his CIA support-
er. There's plenty to satirize, but it
takes more than foolish carlcatures
to make points about International
connlving.

1f the central motivation for the
chase, the map, were more clearly
drawn, the film would have been
fleshed out. As presented, the situa-
tion §s a weak, one-line signal for
revolution. It's hard to believe the
map stimulated any passlon or vio-
lence. If the characters don't care,
why should the audience?

None of this would matter if
events were a simple backdrop for
enlightened nonsense by Hoffman
and Beatty. While there are occa-
siona) moments of hilarlty, for the
most part the comedy falls to strike
a spark.

Lack of energy and personal
charisma lead to “Ishtar's” down-
fall. The film may not be as dull as
“Hot Pursult” and “Jellyfish,” but
it's close behind.
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Consumer/Public Service Bureau rieeds
volunteers. Staff handles consumer
problems and community affairs inquiries.
Applicants must have basic knowledge of
mefro-area and be Inferested in civie
affairs and investigative procedures.

Training provided.

Call 557-2000 x 352
10am-2pm
Wednesdays & Fridays

table talk

Chef's Fest

Eighteen restaurants, caterers
and shops will participate in “Chef’s
Fest '87," from 11:30 am. to 2 pm.

BOATS INC. SALE
17/ wner0. 56995
19/ wnri0. 47795
19/¢wery e 38585
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BOATS INC.

6465 Telegeaah. Dearbarn Hisghts
2 Wi, Horth o Ford Ad.

(313) 274-1600

Friday, May 22, at the Communlty
House in Birmingham. The event Is
sponsored by the Birmingham-
Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce.
For tickets at $10, phone the cham-
ber at 644-1700.

Partlclpants Include the four
Machus restaurants and bakery, Ap-

peteaser and Panache — both for the
first time, Punchinello, Norman's
Eton Street Station, 220 Merrill,
Phoentcia, Alban’s, Peabody’s,
Kingsley Inn, Richard and Reiss,
Midtown Cafe, Bates Street Catering
Company, Merchant of Vino and
Monchelle Lamoure.

MORRIS CAMPBELL + AFRICAN ART« P.O. BOX 1318, NY, NY 10037

AFRICAN
ART SALE

Fine Selection of
Masks, Statues,
and other Artifacts
May 23 & 24

Sat. 11-5 p.m.

Sun. 12-6 p.m.
MICHIGAN INN

16400 J.L. Hudson Dr.
Southfleld, MI
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[O GUEST TREATMENT.
Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's .
et time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.
" It's quick. It's easy.
e And it's the law.
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N ) . L YOUF OWR SPAcious two-room suite—with a As our guest.
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a~ vatie oullit~ ke up that oeiwock Enjoy dinner ot the Kingsley at 6 p.m. and the Birmingham ‘oeuvres in the evening, and awaken you
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other first-class hotel. SUITE HOTEL
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