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‘The secret of luk]ng nlghl shots io to snap at lwlllght, about 10
minutes after sunset, before the biackest night sets in. This (s

the lighthouse and fishing pier at Manistee, Mich.

Keep your camera by your side even
aboard the plane. This Is the view
above a thunderstorm, 35,000 feet
over the central United States.

By Randy Borat
staff writer

An annual ritual is about to oceur.

This summer we'll alt flock to our favor-
ite vacation spots for a while and try to
forget the workaday world. In the process
millions of pictures will be snapped and
processed, then leave us wondering what
went wrong.

Photography is an integral part of any
holiday. It’s an attempt to capture, for a
lifetime of viewing, a few days of fun.
Whether using top-of-the-line 35mm single
lens reflex or a simple polnt-and-shoot
camera, good travel photos start with some
study and planning before the trip.-

Using travel guides, create a rough out-
line of what might make good photes, Make
sure photography is allowed inside muse-
ums or government buildings on the list. 1t
won’t hurt to go to the library and find 2
pleture book of the countries or cities on the
itinerary, Seelng how other photographers

have approached the subjeet will serve as a -

source of Inspifation and ideas.” Plotting
strategy ahead of ﬁma gives
sure of confidence. ™

it pmc&cd atleast”
trip. Look for any problems on th ﬂnlshcd

plctures, Use thie, flash when taking the test *

roll to make sure it works with the camera;

Camera manufaclurers have: iade s ail:, -

slaves to the battery. Put'l 4 fresh one/and:
take at least two spares on ‘tho trips Depart
knowing the catnorl in‘goed warking o

tra
the possibility of mppmg
the window of. ajrplane. . Ti tapldly

phetos that help,add variety to v.bv.- mcord
of the trip. Make airline. reserviationg early,
ask for a window :e&t and mnke sure it’s in

lhc middle wlll g\urnnteé a
the wing and that's lbout ally

A word of cautlon; |
Sovict Unjon, Indla o th
ern Europe don’t-alldw.ph
from alrcraft. When flying over,a foreign
country always ask If acrial p)\owgﬂphy is

e ppctm out:

make the photos more interesting and keep
memories of the vacation alive many years
after it's over. Good photographers are al-
ways alert to their surroundings and pay
close attention to how the scene is shaping
up in the viewfinder.

PROPER COMPOSITION can make or
break a picture. Take a few mlnutes to
study the scenc in the viewfinder, If it
doesn't Jook good now, it wen't at home el-
ther. Take the time to change the lens or
move a few steps closer. Giving photos a
professtonat look begins by mastering some
basle skills of composition;

® Look through the viewfinder and ask |

yourself, “Is this really what I want the pic-
ture to look like?” More often than not the
best part of the picture is what the photo-
grapher chose not to include.

@ Don't cut the photo in half at the hori-
zon. Tilt the camera up or down slightly to
include more or Yess of the land or sky.

® Use surrounding objects to frame the
maln subject. Foliage, clouds or a group of
people can be used to help isolate the center
of Interest from the rest of the scene.

@ It's not necessary to always have the
main subject in the center of the picture.
Moving the subject to the left or right, top
o bottom of the frame helps add impact to
the phota.

® Try to shoot during the carly morning
or late afterncon. The low sun angle makes
for intriguing shadows and color changes. If
possible, avoid the harsh light of the sun at
noon. Overcast skies provide soft, satyrated
colors on slide flim.

The night provides another opportunity
for dazzling photos. The secret here Is tak-
ing the picture during the twilight, about 10
minutes after sunset, not during the dead of
night. This wlll cause objects In the fore-
ground to be silhouetted against a deep blue
sky. Lights and signs on buildings and the
headlights of cars will be [lluminated, giv-
ing the distinct impression of nlghlfall in
the finished picture.

A steady support for the camera i3 neces-
sary for this type of work. If a tripod fsn't
handy use a window ledge or the fender of a
car to help keep the camera steady. A self-
timer can be used to trip the shutter to pre-
vent shaking the camera. Exposure Is

tricky too. Take more than just one shot at . ;

different settings relylng on the camera
meter as a guide.

There are times on every trip when pull-
ing out the camera secems more trouble
than it’s worth. Take the time and make the
shot. Photos that never get taken always
come back to haunt the photographer.

"ALWAYS BE on the lookout for candid
shots of friends and family. A picture of the
spotse trylng to hail a cab for the first time
in New York or one of the children poking

_ thraugh the ruins of the Acropolis provide a

mnm humorous and persorml view of the

thn called upon to take a gmup shot of
the famtly the photographer has to become
a director. Most peaple need help when pos-
ing In front of the camera, Don’t just line
them up in front of the local landmark. Ask

.t 'some to slt, some to stand and try to get

mote natural poses. If necessary, show
them how to sit-and stand and how to place
thielr hands, The extra ‘effort will pay off

'handsomely and produce a photo anyone
- would be proud to hang on the wall.

. “Hanging pictures on the wall is just one
way to display all the effort spent record-
ing the vacation, Some photographers
choose slide shows while others use photo
albums to show their work. Above all be
selectlve and critical when choosing pic-
tures to represent the trip, Don't include 15
plctures of the same sunset. A single bad
shot can spoil the entire effect of the pres-
cntatlon.

allowed. Getting a camera
fore reaching a.destinatlon Is, n ‘sure way w
spoll any vacation.

Try to capture the unique féatures of the
arca during the trip, Residents' style of
dress, local architecturc, the geology of the
1and and unusual weather are all fair game.
Looking for details such as these will help

itis to see how

few good pictures are left after the editing

process. Don't worry. Practice makes per-

fect. There is always next year, another
summer and a new destinatlon.

Randy Borst is a staff photographer

with the Observer & Eccentric Newspa-

Send us photos

Street Scene wants to publish your
vacatien photos through the summer
scason, Send photo and brief descrip-
tion to David Frank, Street Scene,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonta 48150.

Framing can make or
break a photo. These
two men are framed
by a breaking wave
on the north shore of
the island of Oahu in
Hawaii.

pers. Always keep your camera ready for on unexpected shol. This rainbow appeared and disappeared
within 60 ds over b i

Staff photos by Randy Borst




