Surrogate mom has regrets
Dreads day she must explain ‘selling’ son

AP — A surrogate mother, saying
she dreads the day when she'll have
to explain to her son why she “sold
him" for $10,000, urged a Michigan

. Senate panel {o cutlar tha prasiios,

“The emptiness grows as the child
grows, and it won't go away until
we're reunited,” sald Elizabeth

. Kane, 44, of Pekin, INl,

“Iam a natural blrth mother, 1 am
not a surrogate. That means substl.
tute. I am not a substitute. I am the
mother of that boy.”

Kane, a surrogate mother who
gave birth six years ago, urged the
Senate Health Policy Committee to
ban such arrangements, rather than
{Lm placing heavy restrletions on

em,

THE OTHER side of the story
came from Randy Brakeman of
Franklin,

He said he and his wife became
good friends with the 2l.year-old
woman who bore them a daughter
three months ago. “We're talking
about the very simple gift of Ilte,
complex as it I, and the sharing of
that gift of life,” ke said.

The bil), sponsored by Sen. Connte
Binsfeld, R-Maple City, would prohi-
bit women from being paid for more
than medical costs in such arrange-
ments. It also would ban surrogate
mother contracts and bar anyone
from arranging them.

A woman who entered into such an
arrangement for money would face
a $10,000 fine, a year in prison or
both. Someone who put together such
an arrangement would face a flnc of
up to $50,000 or a five-year prison
term or a comblnation of both.

In most surrogate arrangements,
the surrogate is artificially insemi-
nated with the sperm from the hus-
band of an inferttle couple, The sur-
rogate mother bears the child, which
Is half hers, and glves It to the couple
after it Is born.

The committec took 2% hours of
testimony, but adjourned without
voting on the bill, Further considera-
tion was scheduled for next week.

“PAYING A mother to relinquish
a child is an abomination,” said
Blnsfeld, Michigan Mother of the
Year for 1977. She has flve children.

Insurance
‘case goes
"to court

Attorney Jerry J. Kaufman will be
in Oakland Circult Court May 22 ask-
ing Judge Gene Schnelz for a perma-
nent injunction to freeze the assets
of an Insurance agency which he al-
leges was bleeding a mutal Insur-
ance company.

The target of his class-action law-

. sult is Michigan Educational Em-
ployees Mutual Insurance Co.
) and MEEMIC
Agency, which share offices in Bing-
ham Farms.

“They diverted $9.3 million In dou-
ble salaries and excess profits,” he
said last week.

THE BASIS OF Kaufman's case is
the charge that the agency had ex-
clusive sales rights to MEEMIC poli-
cles, that agency expenses were
charged off to the insurance compa-
ny, that officers took double salaries,
that agency salespeople had their
commissions cut and that policy-
holders of the mutual Insurance
company were denied premlum re-
ductions by the bleeding process.

Chief plaintiff is his mother, Fay-
anne G, Kaufman, a 13-year Farm-
ington High art teacher. The attor-
ney, an unsuccessful candidate for
the Supreme Court last fal!, sald his
mother has had Insurance with
MEEMIC for more than 10 years.

Kaufman sald he is working with
the Michigan Educatlon Assoctation
and Michigan Federation of Teach-
ers in a class-action suit. He's seek-
ing $25 milllon in compensatory
damages and $10 million in punitive
damages.

THE STATE Insurance Burcau
will hold a hearing to decide if the
financial arrangements were illegal,
Kaufman said he had met with the
Oakland County prosecutor’s office,
which Is “dlgesting” the documents
to see If criminal charges should be

il

ed,

The Insurance Bureau staff has
recommended that officers of the
company and agency be removed
and their licenses to sell Insurance
be revoked.

Stanley Prokop, an attorney for
the company and the agency, report-
edly issued a three-page statement
denying charges that offlcers took
excess profits. He was out of his off-
Ice for several days when contacted
by this newspaper for detail.

MEEMIC specializes in selling
auto insurance to teachers and other

" educators, most of them in metro-
politan arca. The company sold $29
milllon in insurance coverage In
1988, according to state records.

The cnmpnny also selts home,

Randy Brakeman of Franklin told the
other side: He and his wife became
good friends with the woman who bore
them a daughter. ‘We’re talking about
the very simple gift of life, complex as
itis, and the sharing of that gift of lite.”

confined to women.

“It's been a horrible experience
for me and my famlly,” she sald.
“It's Jike looking at the aftermath of
a tornado. There's so much damage.

“1 did not realize 1 would be trad-
ing the emotional stabllity of my
family for $10,000," sald Kane,
who'd had three other children be-
fore becoming a surrogate mother,

PROFESSOR Cyril W, Means Jr.,
who teaches law at the

Kane said that while she would
like to sce an outright ban, ellminat-
ing the fee, usually about $10,000,
would aimost have the same effect,
“I really think you're going to have
difficulty finding women who will do
this for nothing,” she sald.

Marllyn Johnston of Gaylord said
she'd carried two children for an in.
fertile couple, the second after her
husband became concerned that the
first would be “spoiled rotten.” The
two familles became “very close,”
she added.

Johnston pointed out that she de-
clded to become a surrogate mother
before she knew that any money was

involved. She sald she and her hus-
band decided to take the money be-
cause “that was somcthing they
cnu:dnt do for themsclves that I
could.

JUDGE DONALD Owen, chief of
Ingham County Probate Court,
urged senators to approve Binsfeld's
blll, saying the practice reduced
some women to “breeding stock”
and carries “tremendous potentlal
for rich men to exploit poor wom-
P

Kane agreed, saying the effects of
belng a surrogate mother might not
surface for several years and aren't
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OCC to excavate
mastodon again

‘The Highland Lakes Campus of
Qakland Community College agaln
will vifer a4 summer class called
“‘Excavatlng a Mastodon” In cooper-
ation with Wayne State Unlversity.

The popular geology field course
{GSC 240) beglns on July 6 with a
three-hour background lecture on
topics such as fossils, Michlgan's
geologleal and ecological history,
and a summnry of dlsigverlu from

digs h

lleves surrogate ts violate
the Ce d

pr will also be

s
swhich bans slavery.

He sald he expects the New Jersey
Supreme Court to overturn the rul-
ing In the celebrated Baby M case,
which upheld surrogate contracts.

Means said surrogate contracts
were becoming more widespread
“because of the decline of morals,

where people have decided agaln
that it's OK to buy and sell human
beings, something we thought we'd
outlawed 120 years ago.”

A mastodon was a post-lee Age
mammal, which looked llke a mod-
ernelephant. .

FOR THE balance of the 7%-
week semester, students will recelve
hands-on experience at the excava-
tlon site, just northéast of Clarkston.

Work will consist of excavating,
sifting matertals, preserving and as-
sisting with classtfication and stor-
age arrangements.

Jeheskel (Hezy) Shoshanl, director
of both the WSU Asian elephant dis-
sectlon project and the ~Highland
Lakes mastodon project, will again
serve as Instructor and prineipal in-
vestigator. Shoshanl recelved his
doctorate In biological science last
spring from Wayne State University.

One to four hours of credit may be
earned, depending on the number of
contact hours a student selects. The
course may also be audited,for no
credit. Students may arrange to
work at the dig site from 27 to 117
hours.

REGULAR REGISTRATION for
OCC's summer sessfon will be
Wednesday, July 1, from 9 a.m. to 8
p.m. Late reglstration contlnues July
6and 7.

For registration Information on
“Excavating a Mastodon,” contact
Charles Nelson at OCC's Highland
Lakes Campus, 360-3174.
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Of Full Coverage
Just Went Down At
United Carp

15-30%

Celebrate the savings
durmg Lees Carpets 141 Blrthday Sale

Unltod Carpotiscelebrating
‘with groat savings on a wide
selection ol Lees Carpets. We're
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BILL SNETHKAMP LEASING INC.

“SERVING THE COMMUNITY”
FOR OVER 25 YEARS

645-6161

THE LEASING
PROFESSIONALS

lowering prices 15-30% on Lees
} most beautiful styles and colors,
plush saxonies, cut and loops and many
more. You'll also get United Carpets
oxpest consultation and installalion serv-
ices to help you select the right Lees
Carpet far your home. Come in today and
1ake advantage of ihese savings because on
May 25, the party's over.

Birthday
Sale!

UC LIHIIED CARPET

3806 Rochester Road, Troy, Mi 48084
North of Big Beaver in the Liberty Plaza:

528-1900

BUDGET NOW OFFERS
SPECIALTY VEHICLES
Call us for details

Rate quoted is a special promational rate, is non-discountablo and includes
alimited number of milos per rental day with a per mile charga for any excess
mileage. Rate subject to change without notice. Refueling sctvices, taxes and
optional ilems additional. Surchargas may apply tor drivers under 25 and
addiionat drivers. Car must be returned 10 renting location. Normal rental
requirements apply. Ratos vaid at selected metropolitan locations.

Rales vaid May 2( May 26, 1987
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