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Workers comp deadline beaten by hours

Staring at a midnight deadline,
Michigan’s two-party, two-house
Legislature finally agreed Thursday
on a revised workers compensation
law,

A House-Senate conference com-
mittee wrapped up a compromise,
and both houses passed it.

‘The Senate vote was 35-1 with two
absent. All Observer & Eccentric
aren senators voted yes,

The House vote was 95-0 with 15
absent. All area

tiated by Blanchard. The House then
refused to agree to Senate changes.

I new legistation hadn't been in
place Friday, Michigan law would
bave been unclear on which Injured
workers qualify for benefits,

House Speaker Gary Owen, D-Yp-
sllantl, sald “egos” had ymvcnted
the Senate from approving & bill
most of the business community sup-

ports.
Guy Gordon, spokesman for Sen-

voted for it except three who had
excused absences: James Kosteva,
D-Canton, Gerald Law,

sald cited “major
nrea: of disagreement:”
1, “We hnd lang sought a patlonal-
of disabl

. R-P]
and Wilired Webb, D-Hazel Park,

THE SENATE set up the confer-
ence committee showdown Tuesday
by rejecting a House-passed bill ini-

ly -
ty, a goal of business, which consid-

ered Michigan's definition too loose,
The new, broader definition says a
worker {sn't consldered disabled if
he could perform some other job
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2, “In response to a 1985 Michigan
Supreme Court ruling, we wanted to
cllrl!y legislative Intent on coordl-
nation of benefits,” he said. In 1862
the Legislature decided workers in-
Jured before 1962 would nal hnve

workers receiving payments, al-
though lawmakers insisted they In-
tended the practice to affect.only
newly Injured workers. The hij

court ruled that benefits could be co-
ordinated. The Legislature wrote
language into the specifically

thelr beneflts

15, rediuced when ofher benefils such

as peuslons are collected.

g the high court ruling.
3. “We sought to moke workers
comp the exclusive remedy to eliml-

nate ‘double dipping’ — where you
could collect workers comp, Soclal
Security, and then you find 2 sympa-

Gordon sald. “The House kicked it

out a week ago. The governor held a

news conference and sald, ‘Here's a
and it's

thetlc Jury and get ere,

GORDON SAID Scnate Republi-
cans were greatly lrritated at House
Democrats and Blanchard for wait-
lng 50 long (o act on the issue,

“We Introduced the bill seven
wecks ago and sent it to the House,”

We were unjustly accused of holding
up thing. The governor never,
had one conversation with lcgista-
tive leaders.”

The Associated Eress contribut-
ed to this story.

Prlsoners are unpredictable

AP — Michigan prisons test in-
mates to predict dangerous behav-
for. But psychiatrists who bave spent
years trying to predict violence say
no rellable method has been devel-

oped.
Accurate predictions could help
determine if a prisoner should be re-
lensed ond Indicate how to guard
them while they are Incarcerated,
But the March rape and murder of
a woman at the State Prison
of Southern Michigan in Jackson and

* the death there last weekend of a

convict during a struggle with
guards point to difficulties correc-
tions officials have in anticipating
violence.

PSYCHIATRISTS remaln far
from being able to predict when a
person will commit a violent crime,
doctor say, adding efforts will con-
tinue,

“It's a mission that Is very dlffi-
cult,” said Dr. Kenneth Tardiff, a
researcher in violent behavior at
gonfll Medical College In New

or]

Research
llk‘ﬁlﬂ;;od that prediction of vlulcuce

rections officlal.
For the last four years, correc-
tions offlclals also have used another

by
brain chemistry, d y

Larry Ch a
teacher, and Mary

Since 1976, Michigan’s male pris-
oners have analyzed to predict
thelr future behavior after parole.

For predicting assaults, the test
looks at an inmate’s record of rob-
bery, rape, and murder, along with
his prison conduct and whether he
egmmltted his first erime before age
15.

RESULTS HELP In deciding
whether to parole a prisoner, said
Robert Mills, a Department of Cor-

Christian, a Flint elementary teach-
er, will serve a third consecutive
two-year term u president and vice-

Assocla(lon.
school unfon.

MEA has than 103,000 members
among teachers and school support
personnel.

Chunovich and Christian were
unopposed in thelr bid for re-clectton
during the MEA'’s sprin,

lhe state’s largest

test on incoming lnmates to debcr»
mine what security-level facllity Is
proper for each prisoner. .

o soms were 1s e GRIUNOViICh heads MEA

Hotel. Thelr term ol office runs untli
August 1989, They are full-time
MEA officers on leave of absence
from thelr teaching positions.

Also elected were Julius Maddox,
Pontlac, for a two-year term as sec-
retary treasurer, and Edith Swan-
son, Willow Run, as an NEA Board
of Directors member.

More than 875 Michigan school
employees attended the annual
spring sessfon to decide lssues,
MEA'’s ition paper on employec
evaluations sald the union recognizes

g
ative Assembly, May 89 at the Do
troit Renaissance Center's Westin

but in-
sists that school employea particl-
pate in determining the process.
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