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which he had carefully scissored from
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THE MAGNITUDE of such flattery
silenced the wisecracking urge to ask if
he had given up fishing and no longer
needed wrappers, also leaving it unsaid
that spring housecleaning admittedly
yields strange items in dusty rafters.

The man's name is Willlam Carl
Hartmann and he will be 92 years of
age next Oct. 20. I told him that starting
in the "30s I have had bylines in at least’
20 newspapers In this country but that
no one else ever had preserved the stuff
to haunt me like his collection did, I
asked him why he had bothered.

It turns out that in Bill's bayhood, his
father wrote a column regularly for a
Long Island paper at Huntington, N.Y.

“You write a great deal like he did,”
Bill added, “I saved yours because they
reminded me of him.”

I'll admit 1 didn't know how in the
devil to answer, but I'll put it in print
right now that such a unique compli-
_ment has come only once in a lifetime.

There's a bit of printer’s ink in Bill's

girl of his dreams, a young lady from
Wyandotte named Lillian. She still is his
constant companion and two weeks
from tomorrow, June 5, they wil) ob-
serve their 83rd wedrllng anniversary.

These are mentally alert, physically
active, good humored senior citizens
who are much to be envied. Yes, they
have seen many changes over the years,
but Bill says, “We took them as they
came.”

As for returning to his original New
York City stamping grounds, he adds. “I
wouldn’t take the place if you gave it to
me."”

The experlence of being tongue-ied
when Bill handed over the many liter-
ary heli-box leftovers stirred a similar
memory that goes back 60 years to
1927, Please understand, I am not usu-
ally wordless.

But one summer afterncon as an 11-
year-old I was taken to my first major
league baseball game. It was at Chica-
go's Comiskey Park and the White Sox
were to play the New York Yank the

lnto early childhood
centers.

Most surprising was that the board
expressed no curiosity about the other
four Issues which the task force was
also to examine, including study of a
“voluntary ‘extended day’ kindergar-
ten,” similar to programs in neighbor-
ing districts.

The administration has always insist-
ed such a self-supporting program was
impossible because of a lack of class-
room space.

Why can space so easily be found for
more costly programs the administra-
tion wishes to implement?

e board and superintendent re-
peatedly said that no final decision
would be made at the February “fact-
finding" meeting. They suggested inter-
ested parties consult the Observer, or
ask to be put on a mailing list so they
might be informed when discussion of
task force findings would resume.

There are new developments which,
pp. y, the board of does
not think would be significant to the
electorate. .

Parents of this fall’s kindergarteners
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Incidentally, the overcrowding — a
situation which was denled as a ration:
ale for cents ~— could be allevi~

class at
Enrly chlldhood Center.

with more minor administrative deci-
sions, he said.

. When asked how there was suddenly
classroom space avallable at Fairview
and Alameda, Nutter replied that two
programs would be moved out to make
room for the kindergarteners, but safd
he was “pot at liberty at the present
time to say which ones."

ated if Shiawassee was reinstated as an
elementary. It was earmarked by the
task force as a possible third ear]y
childhood center.

Perhaps the key issue, however, is thé
underhanded way the school board ap-
pears to solve its problems in general.
Why Is an issue which astounded the
board by the sheer numbers of residents
who opposed it, suddenly thought too in:
significant to be again brought up in a
P public forum?

Nutter was later app hed with the
idea that Farmington Schools now have
at their disposal an Ideal means of im-
plementing an optional self-supporting
extended kindergarten day, Nutter re-
plied that while the suggestion would be
glven “consideration,” there was no
room.

‘There must be a purpose for this new
program, which the Board did not see
it to address in a public forum, It raises
several questions.

Could it be that task force report
framers are hoping to pmvide further

for this
when the issue is next publicly aired by
having concrete, positive results to

How many petitioners and voters who
wanted kindergarten and its improve-
ments left In elementary schools would
lke to know which elected representa-
tlves gave the “informal OK?"

Just as in the recent case of the high
school redistricting controversy, the
board chose to notify only the parents of
those students affected next year, leav:
ing the rest of the electorate still eager:
ly scanning their wWeekly Observer
agendas for the promised notice of fur-
ther consideration.

Don't parents of students to be af-
fected in subsequent years deserve to
know board determinations? What

' y " o about property owners, whose invest-
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Parents scanning the Observer for
the promised notice in the school board

proach from that of teachers in the ele-
mentary kindergartens? Otherwise,

Lewis may have been correct when, af-
ter Fairview had cleared of all but the
“die-hard” late on Feb. 17, he said,
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FATE DID Bill two goed turns by
seeing that he found his true niche in
Michigan, for not enly did he achieve
buslness success but also discovered the

Babe was dead, I stil! mourned that I
had been too numb even to say thanks,

Mr. Hartmann, before it's too late,
that's what I meant to say to you, too.
And to both you and Mrs. Hartmann,
happy anniversary.

a limited basis, was reached,

Assistant superintendent Lynn Nutter
said the board gave an “informal OK.”
Since this was just something they
wanted “to give a try,” it was not put on
the agenda, as is frequently the case

niques, why create a new kindergarten
location in which to do it? Will the chil-
dren in elementary schools be guinea
pigs in the “control group” of an exper-
iment?

If changes in teaching methods are

Let us hope the board remembers
they are elected officials, whose man-
date comes from a majority if these
concerned enough to vote.

Linda R.S. Pickering
Farmington Hills
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