20(F)

Hawks capture

O&%E _ Thursday, Mny!l 1887

regional honors

Continued from Page 1

gling out senlors Todd Lowy, Bonns-
50 and Jason Tink for thelr contribu-
tions in the latter area.

By the regional, Harrison
also remalned unbeaten, The Hawks
are 5-0 In the Western Lakes Activi-
ties Association, 8-0 overall, and
bave won lnvitationals at Novi and
Milan,

Mortz and Burgess teamed up
with Chris Hart and Pat Runk earli-
er in the regional to capture the
3,200 rclay in 8:12.37.

Harrison's second places came
from Bob Conlon In the 110 high bur-
dles (15.64), Yaverski In the 100 dash
(11.18) and Wes Wood In the high
Jump (6-2). Al three, in addltion to
the first-place finishers, automati-
cally qualified for the state mect
May 30 at Sturgis High School.

IN ADDITION, Harrison's Eric
Cole was third in the pole vault (12-
7), and Burgess was third in the 800
run (2:08.0).

The Hawks also bad four fourth-
place {lnishes: Brian Mortz in the
800 run (2:04.1), Hart in the 1,600 run
(4:34.0), Socder in the high hurdles
(15.8) and Wood, Bobb Beauchamp,
Lowy and Conlon in the 400 relay
45.9).
¢ Schumnnher believes the 1,600 and
3,200 relay teams the best
chance of succeeding at the state
meet, and he knows the competition
will only get tougher. ‘

“1 think this will be the best show-
ing Harrison has ever had In the
state meet,” be sald. “There are
areas where we have the possibility
of placing, but we'll have to run sen-
sational races to do that.”

Athletic organization
making policy strides

Contlnued from Page 1

? What coach — particalatly in
baskctball dldn t eriticize offlelat-
ing In the last year? A major prob-
lem is a lack of cholce; there just
aren't that many good offlcials. A
bigger pool from which to pick has
to help.

SUCH A POLICY should gma(ly
enhance the MHSAA's image, too.
1t’s a masterstroke in the PR dcpar(-
meat.

Soccer, which Roberts referred to
as “our fastest-growing sport in
Michigan,” also got some much-de-
served attention, Both the boys and
girls seasons will be expanded to 18
weeks (the boys was 12, the glrh 11).
There will still be an 18 T

B designation. Other member
schools may pressure Harrison to ace
cept a higher classification for the
good of the league.

Secondly, the MHSAA announced
it will conduct a study into requiring
B, C and D schools to move up In
classlfication if more than half thelr
non-league football and/or basket-
ball schedule 1s of a higher designa-
tion.

Agaln, Harrison — which plays an
all-Class A footbali slate — would be
affected. If the study spreads beyond
football and basketball, B.
Bloomfleld Hills Cranbrook’s hockey
and tennis teams could also come
under scrutiny,

Other studies instigated by the
MHSAA will weigh Q.ha merlh of the

son game limlt, but — mosl import-
antly — teams will be restricted to
three matches a week.

Some may oppose the three-
games-per-week plan, but I don't.
Earller this season, ralnouts and the
scheduling of state tournament
games forced Livonla Churchill and
Livonia Franklin to play each other
on consecutive days. Plymouth Can-
ton played seven games in an eight-
day stretch. That, to me, Is severely
hazardous to the student-athlete.

Another noteworthy change in
boys soccer: The council voted to
change the state tournament three-
dlvision classification from A, B-C
and D to A, B and C-D. Class C De-
troit Country Day should llke that,

THE CLASS system was the ob-
ject of council study in other areas,
too. First, the MHSAA passed a rule
which will allow Class B, C and D
schools to play in a higher division
for a minimum of two years,

Interesting. The rule i3 almed at
those schools whose designation fluc-
tuates almost annually, but it could
generate a different effect at Farm-
ington Harrison, the only Class B
school in the Western Lakes Actlvi-
tles Assoclation.

The football-potent Hawks badly
hurt the playoff chances of other

schools because of their Class
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optional foot-
bau (some coaches would likc to do
away with it), a restructuring of the
volleyball state tournament format,
and new restrictions on lengths of
seasons In all sports and summer
participation.

MY COMMENT: Don't stop at
changing the volleyball tournament
{the plan under consideration would
make It lke the basketball tourney
format). Baseball and softball, with
qualifiers to get to pre-district
games, which in turn qualify teams
for districts, are badly In need of

restructuring.

Coaches like this format because
one great pitcher can carry a team
deep into the tournament. But I don't
see this as a true test of a team.
Have all the schools assigned to a
district play a three-day tournament
and lmit the number of innings a
pitcher can pitch, That would sure
simplify matters.

Everything considered, it was a
constructive meeting for the
MHSAA. There are other issues I'd
like to see addressed (such as the ban
on all-star games, which has forced
the Observer & Eccentric to cancel
its sponsorship of the annual girls
soccer elassic), but progress was evi-
dent.

And that's a step In a positive di-
rection.

-------n--_---------~

EASY
0 Down” tow
We Wil Kot B Mmtl

"Becks

Liconsed/Insured Eullﬁev
#070191

Wood or Brick
Fancy Patterns
Cedar-Fully Stainable
Custom Design
Able to Hold Spa
.Built to City Codes

57-4'292 PAR ASSOC, INC,

\

FAANDY BORST/ataff phatograplise

And 1d.

Holliday p: d an of F 's team
balance In the boys reglonal, winning the pole vault to wmple—
ment the Falcons’ strength [n distance events.

Farmington boys
3rd at Southfield

Gontlnued from Pago 1

relay. The Farmington foursome, in
posting an 8:02,75 time, was nearly
flve seconds better than runner-up
Blrmingham Brother Rlce.

All of the regional winners and
runners-up will advance to the Class
A state meet May 30 at Alma.

Besldes the state qualifiers, the
Falcons' Mark Weintraub was sev-
enth In the 100 dash (11.49), Matt
Walter sixth in the 1,600 run {4:34.88)
and Smedley sixth in the 800 run
(2:02.26).

boys track

Farmington's 800 relay team
placed fourth (1:33. ZI). md the 400
foursome was flfth (45.55).

Southfleld won the mest with 111
points, and Redford Bishop Borgess
was second with 87. The Falcons
scored 89 points, but the field
dropped off after that to fourth-
place Brother Rice with 49,

City schools boast
3 track champions

Farmington schools had three re-
glenal champlons Saturday in Class
A girls track and fleld competition
at Southfleld High School.

North Farmington's Donna Chubs
captured first place la the 1,600-
meter run with a 5:35.14 clocking.
Farmington High's Anna Quennc-
ville won the 800 run (2:26.9) and
Kristi Devine the discus (106-2).

Quenneville and Devine led the
Falcons to a fourth-place finish In
the 16-team meet, North was sixth
and Farmington Mercy filled the No.
9 spot.

Farmington's first-place finishes

irls track

by seconds In the 300
hurdlcu (49 !2) and 8,200 run.
(12:07.28) by Lori Casaroll and Jen—
nifer Kie!, respectively.

In addition, Mercy’s Nicky Kos-
tecki was runner-up in the 100 hur-
dles with a 17.51 time.

The top two Individuals or teams
ln every event automatically qualify

for Class A state competition May 30
ln Alma.
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