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Murphy: Time ripe o absorb road panel

Second of two articles.
'

By Tim Richard
- gtait wrlter

% He has proposed it before. Now,
« however, the timing is much better
¥ for County Executive Danlel Murphy
“to bring the Road C under

His issue is
tability. ‘All 1

<Onkland County's general govern-
ment.

want is to appoint the
(roads) the

“It’s & matter of
and efficiency,” sald Patrick Nowak,
Murphy's chief deputy.

“The Road Commlssion docsn’t

L_h;wc the political clout to get new
revenue, We need to develop revenue
o sufflclent for a bond issue. There are
& 50 many projects that It will take a
bond issue. We can't strlng them out
}“ over 50 years.”
+. IN THE 18705, shortly after Oak-
land voters adopted the unified coun-
aty administrative system with an
clected executive, Republican Mur-
-iphy twlce sought legislation to bring
{the Road Commission adminlstra-
n tion under his wing.
v It was no go — not with Demo-
crats controlling both houses of the
Michigan legislature and no pre-
" cedent for the change.

In 1984, Wayne County Executive
~Willlam Lucas, still a Democrat,
ibrake the jce by winning a permls-
1sive law allowlng home-rule countles
1to abolish thelr road commissions.
yWayne voters approved a charter
;amcndment The Wayne County
Road Comrmisslon’s duties were
‘brought under the elected Wayne
County Commisslon. Its staff was
brought Into the executive's public
works agency.

Oakland is still a Public Act 139
~county — unifled county govern-
ment, not a home rule county. It
can't put a proposal to abolish the
Road Commisslon before Oakland
voters. Oakland still must get per-
missive legislation through Lansing.

MEANWHILE, the Oakland Coun-
» ty Road Commission (OCRC) found
itself with demand for road Im-
provements to accommodate the
high-technology boom from Roches-
ter to Farmington Hills.
t  In1085, OCRC Managing Director
£ John Grubba added up the “wish
¥ lists” of clitles, townships and villag.
:‘ es and found they totalled $740 mll-
lion over 10 years — that is, $740
million more than existing revenue

! Eight Mile bid
[ $3.7 million

Angelo Iafrate Construction Co, of

Warren is apparent low bidder at
$3,7 million on a project to improve
Eight Mile Road on the Oakland-
Wayne counties border.

The Michigan Department of
Transportation made the announce-
ment after openlng blds last week.

The project calls for resurfacing
2.4 miles of Eight Mile from Grand
Rlver to east of Telegraph Road,
touching Farmington Hills, South-
ficld, Llvonla, Redford Township
and northwest Detralt,

Curb, gutter, water, lighting and
brldge work are included. Target
completion date Is August 1988,

DOT sald.

way I appoint the
alrport manager and
the DPW manager.’
— Danlel T. Murphy
Oakiand Counly executive
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sources could produce.

The OCRC's three-man board Is
appolnted by the county board of
commissioners and has no political
constitvency of its own, as Nowak
pointed out,

d the OCRC's leadership knew
it, “We specifically asked that others
make use of our work and take the
lead for funding,” OCRC Chalrman
Fred Houghten toid the county board

last week.

Again: “We hope that, after con-
ducting the hearings, the (board's)
transportation committee, the coun-
ty board and the county executive
wili feel it's worthwhlle to take a
stand and join in taking the lead to
get funding desperately needed for
roads,” Houghten said.
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Throwghout its 65-year history, the cornerstone of the schonl
has heen a warm atmosphere

ficated

county government Is going to put its
prestige on the llne before the voters
and Legislature, then general county
gavernment should run the road sys-

tem.

It's not llke the days when the
road commission could live off its
39-percent share of state gasollne
and weight taxes.

Mucphy Isn't out after Grubba's
head. “John Grubba, in my opinion,
Is very intelligent. I think John
Grubba {s a manager who carries
out the functions of the board he

with budgetary control to reslde
with the board.”

But veteran Commissioner John
MeDonald, R-Farmington, who
chairs the board’s transportation
committec, Is cooler to the idea.

“I was leaning toward it at one
time,” McDonald sald last week.
“But lots of states arc golng the

other way — Independent boards to
keep roads out of the political arena
— and do profects according to nced
rather than political pressure,” he

sald,
McDonald llkes the OCRC's pro-
1: Whatever money for roads the
general county governmeant raises, it
should contrel,

Rival road plans

works for,” Murphy sald. “All I want*

is to appoint the (roads) manager the
way 1 appolnt the airport manager
and the DPW manager,”

As executive, Murphy flelds calls
about roads from many irate trav-
elers who think he’s In charge.

“Nlnety percent of the calls we
recelve are about roads,” added Roy
Rewold, R-Rochester Hills, chair-
man of the 27-member county board.

Current law

Status: County Road Commission
Is arm of state government, orga-
nized on a county basis. It is a body
corporate, not arm of Oakland Coun-
ty government.

Board: Three members appointed
by the county board of commission-
ers for six-year, staggered terms. No

Murphy plan

Status: County Road Commission
becomes arm of Oakland County
general government, llke alrports
and parks,

Board: Still appointed by county
board of commissioners but with
shorter leash — two-year terms, bi-

rtlsan basis.

Admloistrator: Becomes a depart-
ment head appointed by the county

THE CASE for uniflcation Is restrictions on party.
summed up by two-term Commis- ° Administrator: Managing dlrector
sioner David Moffitt, R-Bl d pp d and by road
commission.

"ownship:

“PA 139, adopted by voters in
1974, mandated a unificd form of
county under under a county execu-
tive. I belleve it’s consistent with the
voters' intentions in adopting thls
form of government that the Road
Commission ultimately be consoli-
dated uader the county executive,

Board's duties: Approve budget,
establish work program, settle law-
sults, establish policies.

Funds: Share of state gasoline and
weight taxes. Contracts with county
general government and local units
for extra work that the other units
pay for.
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Board's duties: Approve budget,
establish work program with state
funds. Many details to he.worked

out, .

Funds: Continued share of state
gasoline and welight taxes. Continued
contracts with local units. Murphy
envislons $300 million or 50 bond is-
sue to pump in additional revenue,
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Presenting a health plan so good,
some people will have
{o wait 65 yuslto joinit.

to the education of youny
on intellectual. er § cial development, students work

n unparalleled setting,

and play in

We invite you to visit Brookside, explore the 300-ere eampus of
Cranbrook Edueational Community and meet with our adimissions dean.

“Brookside fills more young lives with learning,
laughter and love than any school I've ever come across”
Brookside parent

It's called Senior Plus from Health Alfiance Plan. And it comes with such a long list of benefits,
everyone will want to join it. But only seniors can? Compared to Medicare, Senior Plus gives you more

coverage for less cost—including full coverage for routine office

visits, hospitalization, lab tests, x-rays and unrestricted emergency mmﬁh
_&—
LTS EE . (IR

JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN—GRADE TWO

Brookside School Cranhrook
550 Cranbrook Read

Box 801

Bloomfield Hills, Micl

services. What's more, you get this comprehensive health care from
a carcfully selected team of over 1,600 area doctors that includes
specialists in virtually every medical field.

To find out morc about Senior Plus, call 872-8100. But do it now.
After all, you've waited over 65 years for a health plan this good.
Don't wait a minute¢ more.

*Senw Pk rs availabde 108 Metacars cesipaents, meanthess of st

igan 18013

Call for an appointment 6:45-3510

Traskeide Sehaol admits students of any race, color, religion, national or ethuic origin,
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