OLE  Mondny, May 25, 1987

Two local officers with a com-
bined 34 years of law enforcement
experience were honored by the
Farmington/Farmington Hills Op-
timist Club at its “Respect for Law
Week” breakfast May 20.

Officer  Thomas™ Daniels was
named Farmington Department of
Public Safety Officer of the Year.
Darnel Krause was named Farming-
ton Hills Police Department Officer
of the Year.

Danlels was recognized “for an
outstanding carcer as a public safety
officer, detective, juvenllc ol{lccr.

medica

and overall contribution to the de-
partment and citizens of Farming-
ton,” said Frank Lauhoff, Farming-
ton Department of Public Safety di-
rector,

KRAUSE WAS honored for his
“'professlonal effort and dedication™
in the Investigatlon of a Rhonswood
house fire Oct. 14, 1985, sald Wiliam
Dwyer, Farmington HIlls pollee
chlef.

Firefighters found the body of a
female resident inslde the house.
“Officer Krause, from the beglnning,
wis of the fire and the

dence technlclan .'md field lrnlmng
officer.”

In 198G, he recelved the depart-
ment's “Director’s Award" for “hls
superlor talent, llfelong enthustasm

cimecumstances surrounding the vie-
tim’s death,” Dwyer said,

‘The Oakland County medlcal ex-
aminer ruled the cause of death a
heart attack. Later autopsies by

other medlcal examiners produced
other oplnlons. Krause's fleld work
helped establish that the flre was ar-
son and that the woman's death
might not have been natural. Based
In part on Krause's investigation, a
warrant was issued charging the
woman's husband with first-degree
murder, Dwyer said,

In addltlon to arson investigation,
Krause has been a member of the
tactical support unlt and a flrearms
instructor. He has recelved several
department commendations, Includ-
ing a merit citation,

THE OPTIMISTS also honored
Farmington reserve officer Thomas
Rossman and Farmington Hills re-
serve officer Tom Drake as Citlzens
of the Year.

Rossman, a reserve offlcer since
1373, was recognized “for his out-
standing contribution to the city of
Farmington,” Lauhoff sald.

Last year, Rossman donated 321
hours of service — 259 on road pa-
tro) with a sworn publie safety offi-
cer.

Since joinlng the Farmington Hills
Police Auxilary in 1981, Drake has
served as an auxiliary officer, an as-
sistant plateon leader and a platoon
leader,

“Over Lhe last few manths, he has
donated his time unselflshly toward
the reorganization and upgrading of
the unit,” Dwyer said.

““You can always count on Tom's
motlvatlon to ald in any task, and he
leads by example,” Dwyer added.

ists honor Officers of the Year

Darned Krause
Farmington Hills

Thomas Danlels
Farmington

Renters would benefit from Faxon bill

A bill Intended to expand the state
property tax credlt for renters was
reintroduced May 13 by state Sen.
Jack Faxon, D-Farmington Hills,

Faxon's bill would double the llmit
on the homestead property tax cred-
It from $1,200 to $2,400 and would
Increase the amount of rent n ex-
cess of household income that could

be used to determine the tax credit.
The percentage of rent allocated for
the payment of property taxes would
increase.

“It would provide an added $16
million in tax relief to 200,000 cur-
rent rent credit reclplents and $12
million in new tax credits to another
200,000 renters who currently do not

qualify for a property tax credlt,”
Faxon said.

Under the proposed Senate Bill
292, people age 65 or older also
would benefit by receiving an added
$12.8 milllon in tax rellef from the
Increase in the tax credit lmit, he

said.
SB 282 would allow the amount of

Robbery suspect held

Continued irom Page 1

In each robbery, the gunman's
general methed of operation was to
arrive and leave In a taxicab, be
neatly dressed, ask to speak to the
person in charge by name, carry an
airline pilot map case and either
show or Imply a gun and a bomb. In
two of the robberies, Including the
one in Farmington Hills, the robber
first posed as an IRS agent.

Litchfield was arraigned Wednes-
day in connection with 1986 bank
robberies in Atlanta Feb. 11, Or-
mond Beach, Fla,, May 2 and Farm-
ington Hills Aug. 13 and a 1987 bank
robbery in Laguna Hills, Callf,, Jan.
29, He was remanded to the US.
Marshal's custody.

He also was charged with at-
tempted bank robbery in connection
with a stickup May 14 in Boise, Ida-
ho. There, the rebber, first posing as
a security consultant, left In a taxl-
cab when he heard sirens after a
bank employee tripped an alarm.
“He had a handgun and he sald he
had a bomb that he would detonate
unless his demands were met,” Jack-
son said.

Donna June Litchfield, 36, was re-
manded to the U.S. Marshal's custo-
dy in Miami. Released on bond, she
failed to appear at a court hearing
April 10, 1986, on a bank fraud
charge in Miami.

ONCE LITCHFIELD'S name was
added to the 10 Most Wanted fugi-
tive list, FBI agents around the

country honed in on hls past. Investi-
gative leads topped 1,000,

“It all came together, fortunate-
ly,” Jackson said. “We were able to
get on his trall the last couple of
days. And it was successful.”

A federal grand jury In Detrolt [n-
dicted Litchfield Oct. 8 on charges of
armed bank robbery and imperso-
nating an IRS officer in connection
with the Aug. 13 robbery of the
Michigan National Bank branch at
28177 Orchard Lake. More than
$73,000 was taken.

Litchiield Is known to have trav-
cled extenslvely through the Unlted
States. He had been in the Lake

Tahoe area only a few days.

He was convlcted Nov. 18, 1985,
and sentenced to 60 years in prison
for his part in seven bank robberies
in the Miami-Fort Lauderdale area
between 1983 and 1985.

Litchfield became known as Florl-
da’s blockhouse bandlt because he
robbed drive-up teller statlons in
block buildlngs. In three of the rob-
berles, he took employees hostage,
but released them unharmed.

He served about three years in
federal prison the 1970s after being
convieted of robblng a bank in St.
Louls, Mo., In 1974,
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rent In excess of household income
that is used to calculate a renter's
tax credlt to be reduced to 33.3 per-
cent Instead of the current 40 per-
cent. The percentage of rent consid-
ered spent for property taxes would
rise from the current 17 percent to
20 percent when heat is included in
reat and to 23 percent when it Is not.

“RENTERS DESERVE some con-
slderatlon when it comes to handing
out property tax credits because
they are the only group without any
built-ln tax breaks,” Faxon said.

“Unlike homeowners, renters do not
enjoy the benefits of a mortgage de-
ductfon on their federal income tax
returns and are the flest to be affect-
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ed by fluctuations In housing costs.”

One-quarter of all renters in the
state, or 215,000 houscholds, experi-
enced excessive housing costs in the
most recent year studied by the
Michigan State Housing Develop-
ment Authority. Houslng costs are
considered excessive when they
equal or exceed 30 percent of house-
hold income, he said.

A member of the Senate Appropri-

ations Committee, Faxon sald the es-
timated $40.8 milllon it would cost
the state to expand the property tax
credit for renters could be accounted
for by modifications in the 1988 -
state budget.

He added that this is the most eq-

PR

uitable means of returning revenue - -

to the citizens of the state, not the .2 -

percent reduction in the state in-

come tax that has been proposed.

Scholarships given

Two Farmington Hills students
are among 190 Michlgan high school
graduates to recelve 2 new federal
college scholarshlp award — the
Rabert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship.
They are Mark Schiefsky of Harrison
High and Todd Wright of Lutheran
High Northwest,

The Byrd Honors Scholarship pro-
vides a $1,500 merit scholarship to
hlgh school graduates who have

the cffort was coordinated with the
Academlc All-State Team Program
and administered by the Michigan
Assoclatlon of Secondary Sechool
Princlpals.

Scholarship reclplents have been
nominated by their high school prin.
clpal, based upon the student's high
school academie achievement and
college aptltude test scores. Each

and achievement.
The State Board of Education said

recipient may use the
Byrd Scholarshlp at the college of
his or her cholce. It is not renewable.
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