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Retrial

Sisters of murdered woman testify

Contlnued from Page 1

intend to kill hls wife, but rather
himself,

_Wilsher testlfied under Cleary's
cross-examination that she was
fiware Merlo had told his mother-In-
Ja% he was going to go to the Crest
ﬂynul_v Shop and kill himself.
¢ "Sharon Merlo's sister, Christine
Lewis, testified that shortly before
hegsister’s death, Merlo asked her to
4ntervene and convince his wife to
retuen to him and drop the divorce
‘she had begun.

! “He wanted me to talk to my sls-
er, and change ber mind about the
d[varcc He said if he can't have her,
.no?zdy else can elther,” Lewis sald.

is also testifled that she wit-
'nesscd an argument between Merlo
'and Sharon while they lved in her
.parcnls home,

;“John had shaved my sister up
‘a}galnsl the wall . . . and ralsed his
'hand as tostrike her " Lewls said,

“Lewls testifled that later, she
4agah\ witnessed a sculfle between
sthe newly married couple in mid-De-
’cc_:mbcr 1866.

! 'WHEN SHARON noticed her hus-
*band driving repeatedly past ber
‘parents’ home, she went outslde to
his car to let him know that she was

and wife. But Lewis testifled that
she saw Merlo chase his wife as she
walked away from the car and scuf-
fle with her, hitting her face and
breaking her glasses.

Because of the 20-year lapse,
some witnesses called by Gary
Chopp, Oakland County asslstant
prosecutor, have since dled or are
unavailable to testlfy. The testimony
these witnesses gave In the orlginal
trial was read into the court record
Tuesday by court officers and em-

ployees.

l.illl\ln Kamen, Sharon Merlo's
mother, who Is now dead, was one of
the eoriginal wltnesses whose testi-
mony was read Tuesday.

The bulk of the testimony con-
cerned a telephone call Kamen
received from Merlo shortly before
his trial 20 years ago.

Kamen testified that she was
surprised Merlo called her. During
the conversation, Merlo talked about
the killing.

“I'm not sorry I did it,” Kamen
testified that Merlo told her. “1
warned her ahead of time. I left a
bullet on the front seat.”

IN HER testimony, Kamen also
sald Merlo told her that, * ‘1dld it. 1
haven’t shed a tear over it.” "

Merlo also told his mother-in-law

hope because she w:

eiould think she was uut all nlgbt,

wis testified.

%o *Lewls sald she could not hear the
“ohversatlon between the husband

during the at he had
been outstde the funeral home at
Sharon's services but didn't want to

goin.
“He asked me how she looked in
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Felon’s letters in

By Joanne Mallszowsk]
staff writer

Letters to a then-Farmington Hills
detectlve and to the late Sharon
Merlo's mother were the latest focus
of a legal dispute in John Merlo's
retrial.

Questlons about the admissibility
of the letters prompted a lengthy
court recess so Oakland Circult
Judge Fred Mester could determine
whether the letters should be admit-
ted as evidence.

Gary Chopp, Oakland County as-
sistant prosecutor, told Mester the
Ietters “directly pertain to the de-
fendant’s state of mind.”

Defease attorney Patrick Cleary
disagreed and called the content of
the letters “grossly prejudicial” to
Merlo, who was convleted 20 years
ago of killing his wife In a Farming-
tog Township beauty shop.

After reconvenlng the retrlal,
Mester told attorneys that the only
lefter that would be accepted was
one written to Farmington Hills Po-
lice Capt. Russell Conway, the detec-
tive in charge of the Merlo case In
1967.

CONWAY TOOK the stand and
read the letter he received from
Werlo in February 1967 when the de-
+fendant was in a Philadelphia jail af-
;et being apprehended for attempt-
sing to cash stolen checks.
+ In the letter, Merlo wld Conway
sthat he was nwnlung information
spbout extradition to Michigan. He
'ﬁb[so asked Conway about his wife's
sburial.

“Where and what cemetery Is my
wife buried? Did she have a nice fu-
neral?” Conway said, reading the
letter,

Merle also asked about hls baby
son and his mother-in-law.

“Who has custody of my son, Jef{?
1 sure miss the little guy,” Merlo
wrote in the letter.

“Is my mother-in-law taking this
very hard? This must have drove her
nuts, right? That's what I wanted,”
Merlo sald in the letter, adding that
he felt his mother-in-law, Lillian
Kamen, was behind much of his tron-
bles.

While on the stand, defense attor-
pey Patrick Cleary cross-examined
Conway about a witness who testl-
fied last week.

In cross-examination, M’nrtha
Stanfleld, owner of the Crest Beauty
Shop where Sharan Merlo was killed,
denled last week that she told police
or a Detrolt newspaper reporter 20
years ago that she heard the Merlos
arguing the morning of Sharon’s

eath.

BUT IN cross-examlnation Tues-
day, Conway testfied that according
to his reports, written during the
murder Investigation, “she (Stan-
field) stated the couple appeared to
be argulng.”*

Conway also testified that police
reports do not mention a bullet found
on Sharon Merlo’s ear seat prior to
the shooting — apparently left there
by her husband as a warning.

But Conway also testified that if
the Incident did not take piace in

Farmington Township, he would not

the coifin. Was she pretty?” Kamen
testifled.

Lewls also testifled that she was
with her father when they found the
bullet — apparently left by Merlo as
a warning — on the front seat of
Sharon's car.

“We found the inside of the car
wag smashed up,” Lewis testified.
Lewls sald she saw Merlo by
Sharon's car.

A former Oakland County medleal
examiner’s testimony also was read
into the court record.

The medical examiner testified 20
years ago that Sharon Merlo was
shot four times. Two of the shots —
to the head and neck — proved to be
fatal. She also was shot in the abco-
men twice,

A THIRD witness whose testimo-
ny was read aloud for the jury was
Frank Morris, a bank detective, who

ded Merlo in Philadelph
in mid-January, as he attempted to
cash stolen checks.

Morris then turned Merlo aver ta
Philadelphia police detective Allan
Roslund. Because of Mester’s con-
cern about a statement by Merlo

taken by Roslund, the former detec-
tive was interviewed Jast weekend
by telephone and video camera.

Court officials are waiting for the
taped interview to arrive by mail in
Oakland County. Mester, Chopp and
the defense attorneys were expected
to review the Interview Wednesday
afternoon, If the tape arrived.

dispute

have a report on it. With some prose-
cution witnesses, Cleary has chal-
lenged differences In testimony
made 20 years ago and testimony in
the current trial.

The jury has not been privy to the
fact that Merlo was convicted of his
wife’s killing.

Judge Mester told jurors Tuesday
that after they reach a verdict, he
will explain the 20-year lapse and
the reason they have been frequently
dismissed while attorneys argue cer-
tain legal questions concerning pos-
sible evidence and testimony.

Balloonfestset

Skywatchers alert! The balloons
wiil be coming in for a landing Sat-
urday, June 13, at the Crossroads
Village Annual Balloon Festival in
Flint, It's the highlight of a day's
activitles offered by the Farming.
ton Hills Recreation Division.

Experience watching a sky filled
with hot-air balloons drifting in
from 18 states. Then enjoy the pace
of life as it was in the 1800s,

You'll ride the steam-powered
Huckleberry. Rallroad for a 45-
minute scenic tour, walk the
grounds and visit a typical turn-of-
the-century Michigan Village.

The bus leaves from Farmington
Hills City Hall promptly at 9:15
a,m. and returns at 8 p.m.

The fee for the day is $18 per
person for the chartered bus and
village ticket. You must pre-regis-
ter at the Recreation office, 81555
11 Mile (at Orchard Lake Rnad), by

Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to S p.m.
Sunday Noon to 5 p.m.

Farmington Hills
28270 Orchard Lake Road
855-6773

> Walerford Township
4000 Highland Road (M-59)
6823500

P> Union Lake
8906 Commcrce Road
360-1200

MercyCare
Immediate Care Center

Stop in to any MercyCare location
for your fre» fever thermometer.

Operated by St. Joseph Mercy Hospital — Pontiac

For Immediate Care MercyCare Immediate Care Centers treat
all types of minor injuries and ilinesscs — from broken bones and
scrapes to nagging colds and flus. We also offer blood tests, x-rays,
job and school physicals, and occupational health services.

Staffed by emergency-trained physicians, MercyCare Centers are
operated by St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Pontiac.

No appointment is necessary. We are open seven days a week.
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FREE, 5-YEAR PARTS & LABOR
PROTECTION PLAN.

ONIY A DEALER FOR THE

LONG-LIVE BRYANT COULD

MAKE SUCH A SWEEPING OFFER.

The new high-efficiency, deluxe Bryant

central air conditioners and heat

pumps are so well made, so durable,

we dare to make this offer. If you

buy: and install one between now and
August 31, 1987, we'll not only give
you our 5- -year Protection Plan on

all parts, we'll also cover the cost

of all labor for 5 years, too! Free.

Offer valid only from participating

O - deaters. Call today for details.
HEUBER OF
_.__:‘N‘-'_‘ ™~ m@
A Condioning Contractors of America LONG LIFE RUNS IN THE FAMILY.
CALL TODAY

%, DAY & NIGHT HEATING & COOLING

27629 HAGGERTY ROAD, FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48018

— You may bring a picnic Junch or'
. buy lunch at the small cafe on the 474-2226
i vlllage grounds.
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) eface it! Shade -Loving Large Selection of
g Annuals ) GERANIUMS !
: 1 . Begonlas, Impatiens, etc. 3 FROM
4 ; 6 ¢
. i b
- 1Give SPEC' ALS
f‘ your orMn:lat::(ax%roglus'gl'ohl::ms)lx - to $19.99 l
§ 4
i Sun-Lovin | Ground Cover
- HAND TOOLS 9 | WeSenice
N (M Annuals
! J; lﬂtchen 99¢ ea 58 - Large Selection - 15”450‘7.”9’5' Pachysandra D
3 i ak;akwcll‘lonl;,al y?uakllf’hcn , F IIL ) ’ Trayss 99 Businesses s 1 8.99
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i L el un e U | bt | Adpnet o t
5 ! f l.ft' dr::?r: g;" u::ng‘;'ﬂ‘urac;[sl:)r?g :a‘:::::" InsectICIdes ";‘(‘a:m'g:""mﬂ‘,’m‘ CompIEIes - ants
H ace l o] ] frames, we'll save you up to 50% off the cost of 1) - )
& { total replacement. Euro-style laminales are Vegeiables 8 Hangl“g Hardy Mums Speclal Purchase 2
Hi alsoavzlhhlc We pmvldcammpltlcscwlcc Tomatoes, Peppers, B k t <
i ik ding custom ¢ and caullﬂower'. cabbagé, asKets 3" Sq_ Pot Large
: | hideaways. . 8, ef ' From Fowerin Vinca spikes a
j Wil‘h Doouhli‘z Drawlcirs,iyulu"lll rlic:ivc Ll!ruc /\mislh - * 36 99 lmpel[en% 89¢ s H D
4 Lsi 3 ity installation and personal
i i ¥ gﬁw‘la;s\’&rq):tachzn’lvl?l bea showp‘l’acl: ray L] s699 Bridal 110,49 F1 1 -99 ﬁ
H with a cabinet facelift by Doors & Drawers. . Flat of 18 Trays 5 ell o sﬂp‘;&ﬁ;ﬁ 4" Pot
g Showroom hours: M-F 8:30 - 5, Sat. 9-1 " ; ¢
) Flowers Wired Anywhere
J g D TSF DI'OWCFS VI L LAG E G R E E Delivery Metro Area \
013 . - Florist & Garden Center Chargo by Phone  w V127
| —ANN ARBOR— —ROYAL OAK— ok tor it RN
| 3157 Packard Rd. 1607 N. Woodward 33239 Eight Mile Road g AN Metor Credi Carts Acceped )
L{  313/971-0800 313/543-1161 IVONIA (E. of Farmington Rd.)~ &+ MON.-SAT. 9-8; SUN. 9-5




