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2 seek Farmington school board seat
Incumbent eyes 2nd term |Politics—new to opponent

By Casoy Hans
statf writer

USAN RENNELS' politlcal in-
terests have followed her

through college studles, to

membershlp in varlous pub-
lic interest groups, to her current
community and school board activi-
ties.

The first-term incumbent trustee
is again vying for a seat on the
Farmington school board, facing
first-time challenger Jennifer Mart
of Farmington Hills,

The 43-year-old candidate, also of
Farmington Hills, sceks a second
term to evaluate the new superin-
tendent — a hiring process done
while she was board president in
1986,

Earollment growth and Imbal-
ances in various school buildings are
the major concerns facing the board,
she said. “Over the next four years,
we're going to have to deal with
that.”

She supports others on the current
board who want to build a new ele-
mentary school, or schools, to ease
the overcrowding, She also supports
an overall redistricting at alt levels.

SUCH A change would require “a
task force that involves a lot of par-
ents,” the candidate said, “They
have to develop understanding and
goals.”

One thing Rennels doesn't want 15
“an Island of high school students™
surrounded by those attending anoth-
er schoo), she said,

The next major concern for the
board, according to Rennels, Is the
curriculum Issue, which will natural-
1y follow any redistrlcting, she said.

Rennels has taken an interest in
community invelvement as this
year's chairwoman of the board's
community relations committee. She
advocates some type of community
committee to keep information flow-
ing between the board and constitu-
ents.

Jt disappoints me
enormously. . .that
very few non-parents
attend school
funciions."

) — Susan Rennels

. . . that very few non-parcnts at-
tend school functlons.” She advo-
cates a community survey to help
get these answers.

COMMUNITY OUTCRY arose
during the past school year over the
handling of Kindergarteners, includ-
ing where they are housed and how
they are taught.

Rennels supports the current op-
tional, centralized program sched-
uled to begln this fall, but stresses
she wants It to slay optional, and
standard kindergarten classes to re-
main at each bullding.

She also sald any curriculum
changes “can be Incorporated in the
standard kindergarten, and that any
sort of day care program should be
offered to both employces of the dis-
trlct and the community.”

As a district which spends a high
per-pupil amount, Farmington whi
face tough tlmes if the state equal-
izes the money given to school dls-
tricts across the state. If that occurs,
“we'd be back to plcking and choos-
ing,”" Rennels said. She would want
the district to reduce capital im-

hing the 70 percent
of taxpayers In the distrlet without
children in Farmington schools, Is
also something to be tackled Reancls

. said,
+ "It disappoints me enormously

p and anything “that
would not affect the programs of the
students.”

The changing cultural pleture of
the community is another area Ren-
nels would Jike to see the district ad-

“It's there — it's a reality," she
sald of the changes, “Just because
someone is a teacher doesn't mean
they are well-versed In ethnic and
cultural differences. This Is a prob-
lem that has to be addressed in the
schools.”

RENNELS SAID she Is pleased
overall with the operation of the dls-
trict under the new administration
of Superintendent Graham Lewis,
especlally the promotlon of several
women to key posts.

“I'm very pleased with a lot of the
hiring that has involved more wom-
en,” she said. “It was a long time in
coming.”

Rennels has lived in the Farming-
ton dlstrict for 16 years, and has two
chlldren, Abby, 18, and Chris, 25,
who both graduated from Farming-
ton schools, She is an asslstant vice
president with Flrst Federal of
Michigan and manages the compa-
ny’s West Bloomfleld office.

As part of her board duties, she is
llaison to Farmington Youth Asslst-
ance and was recently elected co-
chair of the Farmington Professlon-
al Women's Network.

She holds a bachelor's degree
from Wayne Stale University in po-
litical science with emphasts on eco-
nomics and public administration,

By Casoy Hans
staff writer

DUCATION IS
Mart’s daily business.
The 36-year-old ' kinder-

garten teacher is challeng-
ing first-term incumbent Susan Ren-
nels for a four-year seat on the
Farmington Board of Education. The
parent of a Wood Creek Elementary
second grader, this 1s Mart’s first
Tun for politlcal office.

Communication between board
and community, plus the district’s
curriculum, are the lssues the Farm-
ington Hills resldent is stressing in
her campalgn.

"1 sometimes feel we don't get the
whole story,” she explained. “I want
to sec the steps on how they (the
board) arrived at their declsion.”

On curriculum, she sald: “I think
our educatlon here Is adequate; I
think it should be superior, We have
to teach our children to think — to
brainstorm. We have the tendency to
keep bullding the house, without lay-
Ing a strong foundation.”

THE WAY to communicate better
1s to organize a community group,

“I'm definitely for more parent in.
volvement. I don't think they should
be making board but they

We have 1o teach our
children to think — to
brainstorm. We have.

dergarteners at one location, be-
cause the interaction with older stu-
dents is important, she said.

“They have to learn how to get
atong with thelr nelghbors,” she sald.
“And, as a teacher, I enjoy Interac-
tlon with the first grade teacher.”

Mart would look seven-10 years
ahead when reviewing the enroll-
ment growth and in considering any

she sald,

should be invelved,” Mart said.

She believes the bullding-oriented
parent groups should remain inde-

ndent; a newly formed group
would have different interests.

As a kindergarten teacher with the
Birmingham school district, Mart is
especlally interested in recent devel-
opments Involving kindergarten lo-
cations and curriculum within
Farmington schools,

Mart served on a2 committee to
revise the curriculum in the Blr-
mingham kindergarten program for
the coming school year and has fol-
lowed the Farmington situation.

She agrees the optional, central-
lzed program Is “‘a nice option,” but
she rematns concerned with the bus-
ing of such young students to early
childhood centers, Farmington Is of-
fering an optional centralized kin-
dergarten at both carly childhood
centers this fall.

She Iz opposed to placing all kin-

bulldings, or constructing new o‘;m;,
© most cost-effective,
should be done, she said.

SHE BELIEVES parents would

cultural Issues facing the Farming-
ton communlties.

“To me, that’s a hot Issue,” sh-
said. With parents who are first gen-
eration from Greece, and In-law:
who came directly from Italy, the is-
sue Is alse a personal one.

“School systems can olfer pro-
grams; I don't have any problem:
with that,” she sald. “I don’t feel we
should have special programs to
malntain the cultures. They necd to
become Americans, If that's what
they want to be.

“We should be in the business of

ducating our children to be articu-

ar effort, if
they were involved.

“You appeal to thelr reasonable-

ess,” she satd. “Educate parents as
to the reasons why It's necessary to
do this."

If state efforts to equalize money
between all school districts are ap-
proved, as proposed by the legisla-
ture, Farmington would be short
money, according to recent reports.
Mart belicves cutbacks would have
to be done In speclal programming
such as music, athletics and art.

Because “they're such an import.
ant part of a child’s total education,”
Mart would advocate raising local
millage to cover the loss, that
were ible.

Mart takes a strong stance on the

late, English-speaking Americans.”

Mart has llved in the district with
her husband, Richard, and son.
Christopher, for the past eight years.
She Is involved with the Wood Creel:
parent/teacher organization andi
spent the past year involved with th:
district’s OM Combetitlon.

She holds a bachelor's degree in
special education from Eastern
Michigan University and a reading
specialist degree from Wayne Statc
Unlversity. She has additlonal
schooling in elinical psychology.

In special education, she is certi-
fied to teach in grades kindergarten
through 12, and in regular education
from kindergarten through grade
elght.
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“In places far away,
with names
meaninglass and
unpronounceable to
many of us, these

- poldiers lived with

danger and death as
conatant companione.’
’ — Stanloy Witk
brigadier general
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‘| The Memorial Day observance at the War Memorial was high

It’'s a time to remember

Continued from Page 1

MORE THAN 500 people turned
out to listen to Brlgadler Gen.
Stanley Wik, deputy commander
of the Michigan Army Natlonal
Guard, as he spoke of honor and
the defense of our heritage.

Memorial’ Day serves as a re-
minder of fallen service men and
women [rom the Civil War to the
Vietnam War, and including others
who have died in Grenada and
Beirut, Wilk said.

Partlcularly poignant were ref-
erences to the latest disaster to
strike servicemen abroad, the
death of 37 crewmen when an Iraql
warplane fired on the missle-guld-
cd frigate USS Stark.

“. .. In places far away, with
names meaningless and unpro-
nouncable to many of us, these sol-
diers lived with danger and death
as constant companions . . ."
Wilks told the somber crowd.

“The soldicrs we honor loday
loved peace. Willingly, without
thought of material compensation,
they turned their backs on things to
defend another more precious: The
right of people everywhere to live
at peace and to determine their
own futures. . "

FARMINGTON MAYOR Wil-
liam Hartstock said that flags
flown at half staff last week in
honor of the USS Stark crewmen
would serve “as a constant re-
minder our peace is always at
risk.”

Tobin said it was important to
recognize that service men and
women are “on guard around the
world,” defending America and
keeping peace.

“Those who think Memorial Day
is to honor the milltary are missing
the point,” he said. “It Is to honor
those who made the supreme sacri-
fice, not to glorify war.

“The real purposc, if you want to
philesophize about it, Is to decorate
those who have fallen In our de-
fense, No matter what you think
about thelr motives, you have to
honor them for what they dld for
us.”

Important, too, Tobin sald, is to
impress upon younger generations
that have not witnessed war the
meaning of memorial services.

“THE CROWD at the war monu-
ment was a mixture of young and
old,” Tobin said, adding that most
of who stayed had a “more inti-
mate reason — the loss of a loved
one through war — for being
there.”
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WASHED WHITE WICKER

Beautiful, refreshing room
brighteners, Our interior
professionals will show you
other pieces to complement.
Glass-top night stand, $228; Queen
headboard, $221: Glass-top
double dresser, $618; Mirror. $135.

Jacobson’s

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
uUntit 6 p.m. on Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday




