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William Costick had long
waited for,

Plagued by
construction fits and starts for
the past three years, Costlck
relished the sun-splashed
dedication that officially
marked the opening of the new
Farmington Hills Police
Facitity Friday amid much
fanfare.

The 36,000-square-foot, $3.3-
million building Is next to the
city hall at Orehard Lake Road
and 11 Mile.

Noting an architect was
consulted as far back as 1992,
Costick quipped: “We've waited
a long time for this day. I can
telt you that."

ON theroad. . .
Farmington Hills City
Council approved two
resurfacing agrecments with
{he Oakland County Road
Commisslon last week.

‘The city will pay $110,000 of
the $460,000 cost to resurface
12 Mtle. between Orchard Lake
Road and Inkster. It will pay
$110.000 of the $330,000 cost to
resurface 10 Mile, between
Orchard Lake Roadand |
Inkster.

HT was a day City Manager

AS the parade passes
through. . .

. Grand River will be closed
{rom Power to Gill In
Farmington 5-7 p.m. Saturday
Jor the Knights Templar
arade.

- The Downtown Farmington
Center will open to shoppers,
however, sald Gary Goss,
Department of Publle Safety
deputy director.

FOOTNOTES: The city
council proctaimed June 14 as
National Flag Day in
Farmington in conjunction with
the nationat observance.
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Me io S mtent k|l| self not wife

By Casoy Hans
statf writer

John Merlo told an Oakland Coun-
1y Circuit Court jury this week he dld
not remember firing four shots into
his wile’s body followlng an argu-
ment 20 years ago.

Convicted of the bloody murder of
18-year-old Sharon Kamen Merlo in
a Farmington Township beauty
salon in 1967, Merlo Is belng retried

School
election
Monday

By Casoy Hans
staft writer

One candidate demands Insight,
while another secks to follow the
progress of a new schoo) administra-
tion.

Jennifer Mart wants to delve into
curriculum issues, Susan Rennels
says there's a bigger school picture
to complete.

The two Farmlington Hills women
will square off Monday, June 8, in
the annual Farmington school elec-
tion, vying for a four-year non-parti-
san seat on the Fartnington Board of
Education. Rennels, 43, is a first-
term incumbent. Mart, 36, Is a pollti-
cal newcorner.

They met May 28 in a debate spon-
sored by the Farmington Branch,
American Association of Unlversity
Women, at O.E. Dunckel Middle
Schoot. The candidate’s night was
taped and is airing this week on local
cable access Channel 12

“I have some real concerng,” said
Mart in her opening statement. “I'm
very concerned about my son's fu-
ture; T know I'm not the only parent
that has concerns. I guess my rea-
sons (for running) are seifish.”

MART 1S a kindergarten teacher
for the Birmingham schools and has

after appealing the case on a techni-
cality.

Under law, the jory cannot be
advised of his prior first degree mur-
der convletion, for which he has al-
ready served 20 years of a llfe sen-
tence,

He Is secking a lesser murder con-
viction from the new jury, which
would make him eligible for parole.

“I recall firing shots and leaving
the building,” the 45-year-old de-

fendant testified in Clrcuit Judge
Fred Mester's courtroom Tuesday.
“I stepped out the door and I tried to
find direction. I panleked.”

MERLO HAD vislted a bar near
the Crest Beauty Salon, drinking at
least eight shots of whiskey with
beer chasers before confronting hls
wife on Jan. 6, 1967, about ending
their marital separation. Sharon
Merlo was living with their $-month-

old son in her parents’ Redford
Township home.

“It (the gum) should have been
polnted at me,” he sald. “I had no
intention of killing Shuron at that
time. It (the shooting) was a combi-
nation of the entire sltuation, includ-
ing the alcohol.”

The “sltuation” went from bad to
worse following the couples April
1966 marriage when Sharon Merlo
dlscovered she was pregnant. Their

marriage lasted less than one year.
Sharon Merle dated a former boy-
friend while the couple was separat-
ed. A scemingly obsessed John Merlo
foltowed hls wife for several months,
pleading with her to return,

Merlo testified the real problems
in his marriage began after his son
was horn in September 1966. Until
that time, “we were very compati-
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From the security of his mom’s arms, Curlis Nichol, 3, of
Farmington Hills, makes friends with Scout, which belongs to
the Oakland County Public Safety Mounted Division. Division
were among the partlclpanln at the festive dedica-
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Teens warned about su

‘What we are saying is,
“Kids, we want you to
have a good time. But
we want you to
remember the good
times you had.”’
— Betty Nicolay
Farnilies in Action

8y Joanne Maliszewski
statf writer

tion of the new Farmington Hills Police Facility Friday. The
building is next to the city hall at Qrchard Lake Road and 11
Mile. For a closer look at the dedication and for more pic-

lurea, see Page 3A,

LAURA CASTLE/ statf photagrasher

lay said.
“It's a ility

For years, Betty Nicolay has
spread the message that drugs, alco-
ol and teenagers don't mix.

Teens will again homr and see that
message in the form of a new bro-
chure that spells out simple, yet im-

- portant facts about substance abuse,

Leens and the law,

“I fecl so sirongly that kids have
to hear the same message,” said Ni-
colay, of the Farmington Families in
Action, "They must know our entire
community feels the same way
about drug use as we do."

Because teens are faced with
making a choice about drugs and al-
cohol, the brochure provides facts
that can be used to ald youths in
making a wise and safe choiee, Nico-

— the observance mnl substance
abuse is still a problem and is as big
as it ever was," said Sgt. Charles
Nebus of the Farmington Hills Po-
lice Department.

Nicelay and Nebus are members
of a relatively new group, Farming-
ton Hills Subcommittec for the Pre-
vention of Teenage Delinguency. It
consists of educators, parents, police
and merchants.

THE BROCHURE is the subcom-
mittee’s brainchild and provides per-
tinent facts In a way that teens and
their parents can ldentify.

Facts about far away cities and
people are not included in the bro-
chure. Farmington Hills and its
teens and families are the focus,

bstance abuse

“We tried to make it apply locally.
We wanted to let them know what
can happen to them. We thought that
if we made it local, we could get rid
of the notion they have that ‘it can’t
happen to me,” " Nebus said. “That’s
a common attitude. but we thought
we would bring it home to show that
it can happen to them.”

‘The brochure documents facts
about city ordinances — loitering,
host party ltability, curfew — that
may affect teens and consequently
their parents. Also listed are the le-
gal consequences for certain activi-
ties, such as renting a hatel room for
partying.

And on the back of the brochure is
a short story titled “Sobering Facts.
The story, of recent deaths involving

Please turn to Page 10

Gary Ralnny
loved the outdoora

Dad helps shape memorial

By Bob Sklar
staff wrlter

It's just as his son would have
wanted it,

Farmington Hills resident Jim
Ralney says he's delighted with
plans for the Gary L. Raincy Me-
morial Wildllfe Area In the Lake
Superior State Forest, along the
northern shore of Indian Lake in
the Upper Peninsula,

Ground breaking is less than a
month away. The arca Is intended
to be a haven for waterfowl and
nature observers. Hunting and fish-
ing opportunitles also are antici-
pated.

Ground breaking will come two
years after Raincy won support
from fellow Michigan Conservation

Foundation trustees to approach
the state Department of Natural
Resources with the idea of develop-
ing a memorial to Gary.

‘The volunteer, tax-exempt foun-
datlon sports the motto, “Helping
Wildlife Is Everybody’s Buslness.”

Gary Ralney, a sportsman just
like his dad, was 27 when he was
killed in a 1981 traffic accident in
Wyoming's Bighorn Mountalns.
‘That's where he had bought a hunt-
ing lodge two years before. Gary
graduated from North Farmington
High School in 1872,

RAINEY FELT a wildlife area
designed particularly for school
children would be a fitting memo-
rlal to his son’s passion for the out-
doors.

“What we've tried to do Is make
1t a place for teachers to take their
students to learn about nature,”
sald Rainey, who, six years later,
still becomes emotional when talk-
ing about his son’s zest for living.

The DNR will manage the 99-
acre wildlife arca. Completlon Is
targeted for 1989, The Schoolcraft
County site was donated by owners
Roland and Dorothy Hoholik and
Donald and Cecile Hoholik.

Rainey cnvislons nesting places
for eagles, osprey, blucblrds and
wood ducks, three quarter-mile-
long nature paths, a wood viewing
platform and a rustic bridge. He
eavisions them blending well with
the volling, wooded terrain that's
traversed by two crecks. Deer,

to son

squirrels, rabbits, woodeocks and
ruffed grouse are among the area’s
current inhabitants.

Plans may include developing
pot holes In the marshy regions 1o
accommodate duck nests and
brood growth. No camping will be
permitted. The DNR's conceptual
site plan also shows an informatton
center near a small parking lot.

GOOD FISHING could result
from managing and protecting the
wetlands and pike spawning arca,
added Greg Stoll, a biologist in the
DNR's Newberry District.

A limestone  marker
bronze plaque in Gary
memory will be erected
viewing platform.

with a
Rainey's
near the




