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ACO hammers away at expansion

By Janico Brunaon
staff writer

ACO Inc., a Michigan hardware
chain that started as a single store in
1946, has hammered its way into the
lives of many amateur carpenters.

From a modest buginning in Dear-
born, ACO has grown into a state-
wide chain with stores in communi-
ties like Farmington Hills, South-
field, Bloomfield Township, Livonia,
Plymouth and Redford Township.

Earlier this year, the company

launched an ambitious expansion
plan that includes a $2.5 million ad-
dition at the corporate headquarters
in Farmington Hills,

Constructlon of a 45,000-square-
foot warehouse at 23333 Commerce
began In April. When completed, it
will increase ACO's recelving and
loading docks as well as expand ex-
isting storage and rental program
areas,

In addition, slx new ACO locations
were opened In April, upping uw to-
tal number of stores to 59 and the
number of employees to 1,100,
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Theodore Traskos, 72, who togeth-
er with four brothers founded the
first store with $1,000, Is now chalr-
man of the board.

“The country's largest privately
held retail hardware chain® that's
how Traskos describes the company
today.

“WE STAY scveral steps ahead of
competition,” Traskos said, through
carefully selecting necighborhood
sites, stocking 18,000 items, offering
weekly sales and advertising widely,

Annuat sales for fiscal year 1987
were $82 million, up 17 pereent from
the year before, Traskos said.

clarification

Farmington Hills councilwoman
Jan Dolan was incerrectly identified
as mayor pro tempore in a story
about Mayor’s Exchange Day May
21,

She Is a former mayor.

Current mayor pro tempore s
Jody Soronen.
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“Last year,” he said, “ACO pur-
chased more than $10 mllllon in
products from Michigan manufac-
turers and suppliers. Over $12 mll-
llon for wages and salaries were
paid to employees.”

Each of the new stores is expected
to generate $1.5 million in annuat
sales.

The figure is based upon current
chainwlde sales, Traskos sald. It Is
higher than industry averages com-
plied by the Natlonal Retail Hard-
ware Association.

The company plans to continue its
growth pattern of at least 15 percent
more stores each year.

TRASKOS BASES the company’s
steady growth on taking advantage
of trends.

For years, he said, ACO has
catered to women by emphasizing
customer service. Nearly half of all
customers are now women,

Half of all employees are also
female and each employee, male or
female, is expected to complete a
13-weck course in hardware offered
by the Home Center Institute.

The company is currently taklng
advantage of the growing do-it-your-

self market.
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“According (o the US. Depart-
ments of Commerce and Encrgy,
more money has been invested since
1980 in upkeep and repair than In
new construction, Most people do not
realize that a large majority of resi-
dentlal and commerclal structures
in Michlgan and throughout the en-
tire Uniled Sates are more than 20
years old,” Traskos sald.

ACO marketing strategy is unique
in that it offers weckly 1-cent sales.
Customers who buy $2 or more in
merchandise can purchase addi-
tional items for 1 cent each.

MORE THAN 1 million circulars
are distributed cach week to ad-
vertise the 1-cent sales. Advertising
by the company typically constitutes
§ percent of the annual budget.

Earlier thls year, an advertising
blitz was launched for 10 wecks on
radlo, television and billboards.
Traskos expects the campaign to
generate an additlonal $2 miillon In
sales,

Most ltems carried by ACO are
name brands, with wide selections
offered in paints and lawn and gar-
den supplies.
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Whether you're at work
or play...your children can

a Kingdom (just for kids)®

have fun at MY PLACE,

« Hourly drop in child care where
kids 2 mos. to 12 years
can have fun.

= Birthday Parties from
14.95 per child.

32875 Northwestern » 737-5437
(S. of 14 Mile) » Farmington Hills
23610 W. Maple (at Lahser) « 540-5702

Next to
M-Th 8 a.m.-10 p.m,, Frk. 8 am.-1 am,
Sat. 9 a.m.-1 am,, Sun. 12-8 p.m.

Theodora ‘I'vaukou, founder and chairman of ACO Hnrdware
Inc., at the ground-breaking ceremony for a $2.5 million addi-
tion to ACO's warchouse at the corporate hcadqunr!ern in
Farmington Hills.

HOMEMADE ICE CREAM

Made on the Premises

MELANIES ICE CREAM &

SANDWICHES
On Farmington Rd., North of Maple 626-2930
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IF YOUR MOTHER BAKED
CINNAMON ROLLS THIS GOOD,
YOU’D STILL BE LIVING AT HOME!

Imagine rising each morning to the aroma of fresh, hot cinnamon
rolls being baked by your mather. The aroma is captivating....the
laste is unbelievable. You'd never leave home. Now you can
experience lhese sensalions al T.J. CINNAMONS* bakery as

we bake our rolls alt day long right in frant of your eyes and noses.
Come in and let your senses get carried away

... And bring your mom.

Downtown anmlnglon Center

SPE CIAL SALE

25% OFF On All New Spring
and Summer Merchandise

. 25% OFF on Al

. ltalian Shoes & Purses

1 50%-75% OFF On
Selected Merchandise

CLEARANCE

50%=75% orF

THURS., FRI. & SAT.
JUNE 4,5&6

APPLEGATE
STORE ONLY

29839 Northwestern Hwy. MON.-SAT. 10:00-5:30
Between 12 & 13 Mile THURS. EVE TIL 8:30
At Inkster Road VISA - MASTERCARD
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Maternity, Layette unq Childrens’
31045 Orchard Lk. Ad., Farmington Hills, 855-3214
Loehmann’s Hunters Square

MORE GOOD NEWS:

Baby & Mo, spacializing in layattes, gits, infant, toddlor and mmmme will
bo Admng cmlamn 's clothing! Our cofloction will featuro up to sizo 6X for
giris and 7 for boys,

Loretta, Rita and the Girls
Monday-Saturday 10-5, Thursday titl 8

Sale continues through June
All previous sales excluded

ZEZA Parkwest Plaza

N. of 12 Mile, Northwestern Hwy.

352-0030

Dancing, Cocktails, Music Videos

and
Mingling in a
Sleek Ambiance.
Complimentary
Hors d'Oeuvres
Weekdays 5- 7 p.m.

Bring This Ad on Your Visit for [

1% Off Your Favorite Beverage.

EM BASSY
| SUITE

= 28100 Franklin Road
S Southfield, Michigan 48034
(313) 350-2000 or 1-800-EMBASSY

HOTEL

F d. & Grand River
6:308m-10 pm(M F}s 7:30 am-10 pm (Sat)
« 7:30 am-7 pm {Sun}

477-7077

HUGE SALE
LARGEST EVER!

LARGE SELECTION OF

Evengtlicng

SALE DATES

JUNE
4-15

Sofas ¢ Loveseats
Chairs = Dinettes
Lamps — table, hanging & wall
Wall Accessories
Clocks — wall & floor
Curio Cabinets

Rocking Chairs

BENEZE
[F URN ITURE|

Cotoniad and Tradltlonal S1yles




