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UBLIC perceptions
were on the mind of
Joe Alkateeb, a

Farmington Hills city
councilman, June 8.

Obvlously concerned about
the tone of a publie dlscusslon
about paving the winding, tree-
tined stretch of Drake, north of
11 Mile, he said: “Idon't know
why residents and the ity *
council start out onan
adversarial relationship,”

After the meeting, O1d
Homestead resideat Ed Krol,
who supports paving but not
stralghtening the road, sald: “I
think the councll means well.
We're optimistic. More is
accomplished that way. We'll
work with them In good faith,”

HARRY Wingerter,
Downtown Development
Authority president, played up
downtown’s atrong pointsata
Downtown Farmington
Buslness Assoclation Juncheon
June 3.

“Look at us as one blg
department store, with each
buslness a dl{ferent
department,” he sald.

WATCH out for school-
age children during the day.
1t’s already summer break in
the Clarenceville and Walled
Lake school districts.
Farmington Public Schools
classes end Thursday.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — Johannes
Spreen, former Qakland County
sheriff, will challenge John
McDonald, incumbent Oakland
County this fall

Mnguai

EDC eyes
improving
aesthetics

By Joanno Maliszewaki
stal! wrlter

A long-lasting partnership,
That's what the Farmington Hills
D C

wanls to form with the business
community.
In its new role as a catalyst for
improvements In the city and busi-
ness communlty, the 6-year-old EDC
is undertaking three major plans for
upgrading particularly the aesthet-
ics of the city’s major offlce and
commerclal strips.

“The idea is to
work together so
we're not all golng
in dlfferent direc-
tions," said Robert
McConneli, EDC
chalrman. “We're
trying to establish
an alllance be-
tween the business
members, proper-
ty owners and the

EDC. [} 2 McConnell

“The EDC will provide the leader-
ship and we're looking to the proper-
ty owners to bring problems (such as
traffic and aestheties) to our atten-
tion. We want to solve any problems
we may have created (with develop-
ment).”

The EDC has three planning proj-

ects In the works that members are
hoplng will involve the help of the
business community.

The nine-member EDC board
hosted a breakfast last week to out-
llne two of the plans and solicit com-
ments and commitment from the 60-
70 buslness leaders who represented
the 12 Mile office corrldor and
Northwestern Highway,

“WE ASKED for people to re-
spond and participate on committees
50 they can be part of the planning,”
McConnell sald,

Farmington Hills-based John Gris-
sim & Assoclates, Ine., is expected to
provide a comprehensive landscap-
ing plan for state-owned Northwest-
ern Highway,

The thrust Is to beautify
Northwestern's median and prompt
property owners along the trunkline
to improve thelr properties. With a
plan in place that details types of
trees and the topography of the area,
property owners will have some-
thing to follow, McConnell said,

A second plan Is expected to cost
apprcxlrnalely $15,000, It is targeted

for 12 Mile, between Farmington
Road and Haggerty.

The rights-of-way sludy to be con-

ducted by Orchard, Hiltz & McCli-

Please turn to Page 4

Property tax

burden

[ Department head salaries
adjusted, 6A

By Joanne Mallszewski
staff writer

(1986) In the 27th caunty
commisslon dlstriet, which
Includes the Farmlngton area.
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Farmington Hills Isn’t relying on
homeowners as heavily as in past
years to foot the bulk of property
taxes.

and in-

shifts

Ing to city manager William Costick.
Just last year, pald more
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Stacey Shoemaker.

By Janice Brunson
staff writer

M WHITLEDGE has mixed
feelings - about today's

youth,
“The opportunities that
exist for them are quite good. But
T sce many stumbling blocks that

served.

Whitledge's opinlons on youth
are based on wide experience.

For 22 years, he has counseled
students at Farmington High
School, where he i3 now chair of
the counseling department.

More recently, Whitledge, 46,
was named presldent-elect to the
American School Counselor Asso-
clation (ASCA), a professional or-
ganization with 11,000 members

than 60 percent of the property taxes
generated. In the early 1980s, resl.
dential property owners were sad-
dled with more than 70 percent of
the tax burden.

and in-

By his own admission, most of
Whitledge's life is devoted to
youth, either directly or indirectly.

If he Is not counseling students
at Farmington High or working on

dustrial development in the last few
years as well as a recent major
reappraisal of these properties has

dustrial property owners are sharing
more of the burden with 1887-88 rep-
resenting an all-time high,

In the new budget year, residen-
tial property owners arc paying only
57 percent of all property taxes gen-
crated in Farmington Hills, accord-

the shift in the tax burden,
Costick said.

Desplte complaints about expand-
ing commercial and office strips, the
city's growth means property own-
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Mopeds aren’t

By Janlce Brunsen
stalf writer

When Linda and David Celko of
Farmington Hills consldered buying
a moped for thelr 13-ycar-old daugh-
ter, Kristen, they decided to first an-
swer some questions.

“What is the trofflc situation?
Where are mopeds allowed? Are
they dangerous?” the Celkos asked.

“It scems many parents first buy
the moped and then ask the ques-
&mu," U.ndn Cc}.ko sald. “To me,

at’

The
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The Celkos' apy 15 pef

logged by Farmington Hills police
already this season.

“When an automobile and a moped
come together, the moped always
loses,” Cranston sald. “In such accl-
dents, I've never seen a non-Injury to
the moped driver.”

Depart-

matters with ASCA

could get into their way,” he ob-

Jim  Whitl

Farmington adviser to
head counseling group

people

THE KEY to effective school
counseling, Whitledge belleves, Is
introduclng developmental gul
dance programs at an early. age,
preferably the elementary level,
and Integrating those programs
into school curriculum.

Early guldance, he said, helps
build physical, intellectual and
emotional well being later, much
like annual dental checkups during
childhood help ensure healthy
adult teeth.

“I feel a lot of problems at 16
and 17 years old could be prevent-
ed by Intervention at a younger
age. It is something that should be

college

with junior-to-b

toward such programs.

Sixteen states have passed legis-
lation mandating elementary gui-
dance programs, including Arkan-
sas, West Virginia, Wisconsin and
New York.

WHEN WHITLEDGE assumes
the presidency of ASCA next year,
he will work full time at the job,
taking a year's leave of absence
from Farmington schools.

A primary responsibility of the
organization 13 issuing comprehen-
sive position papers, which serve
ag guldelines for school counselors,
Positlons have been issued en such
varied subjects as substance
abuse, migrant students, sex
equlty and confldentiality.

Whitledge has long been actlve
In ASCA and other professional or-
ganizatlons, including assoclations
like Qakland Aren Counsclors and

School C

focused on through the P
years,” he said.

0f the 28 school districts in Oak-
land County, Whitledge is aware of
cnly two with existing elementary

and other o
is at home raising hls tmnngers

He and his wife, Pat, n loan offl-
cer with Standard Federal, live in
Bloomfield Hills with Julie, 19, a
freshman at Michigan State Uni-
versity, and Karen, 16, a junfor at
Andover High School in Bloom-
ticld Township.

Ferndale and
Southfleld. Pontiac schools recent-
1y discontinued a program for lack
of money

Membership has “been a person-
al boon, enabling me to grow per-
sonally and professionally, expos.
ing me to what Is going on else-
where.”

Whitledge, who holds bachelor's
and master’s degrees from West-
em Michlgun University and an
degree from

rators
have indlcated they are 1nlerated
in studying the need,” sald
Whitledge, heartened by what he
perceives as a national trend

Wayne State University, was
named Oakland County Counselor
of the Year in 1980.
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toys, parents remind

years of age and hold elther a valid
driver license or a special moped li-
cense issued to drivers between 15-
16 years of age.

& Mo, must be operated on
the far right edge of the roadway,
out of the flow of traffic. They are

not allowed on freeways.

© Passengers may not be carried
on a moped.

® Helmeta are mandatory for all
operators younger than 19,

® All mo) must be equipped
with front and rear wheel brakes,

headlights, tallights and stoplights, a
mufiler (except on electric motors}),
ahorn and a seat.

Operation manuals are available
at any Secretary of State Office.
There's an office at 38487 10 Mile,
Farmington Hills.

Gary Goss,
ment of Publlc Safety deputy direc
tor, said many complaints are
recelved about drivers “crulsing”
nelghborhood streets on moj .

“In mote than 50 percent of the
cases, If pareats knew how serlous

to local law enforcement officers,
who say the task of monitoring
mopeds requires far too much time.
They also say the potential for Injury
whlle riding a moped is high.

“As so0n as the weather breaks in
the spring, untll mopeds are put

the problem was and were aware of
the they would nol
have bought the moped in the first
place,” he said,

‘While no moped-related Injurics
have been reported this year in

-Farmington, a number of the vehi-

cles have been Impounded.
“The most thing is Hle-

away In the fall, a
amount of police time, more than Is
normal or reasonable, Is spent moni-
toring thelr use,” sald Sgt. Ray Cran-
ston of the Farmington Hills Police
Department Traffic Section,
Cranston referred to  “mo)

gangs," groups of five or six drivers,
who are drawn together by a com-
mon interest In mopeds and who
“cruiso nelghborhoods wscthcr, rac-
ing up and down the streets.”

NINE INJURIES bave been

gal drivers who attempt to run when

they spot n police car,” Goss said.

“Eventually, someone [s going to ge!
0

urt.

DRIVERS YOUNGER than 18
years who are charged with a traffic
violation or with operating a moped
illegally face a juventlc petition and
must appear in Oakland County Pro-
bate Court with a parent,

Laws governlng the usc of mopeds
are:

® Operators must be at least 15

Tremor’s

For Farmington Hills resident
Dorothy Gala, Wednesday night's
earthquake was a weird experi-
ence,

The Farmington Hills Pollce De-
partment Records Division clerk
was watching television with her
mother, Ethel Pinkham, In the liv~
ing room of thelr Parker Street
resldence when she felt her chair
going side to slde shortly before 8

pm.

As Gala related: “1 looked at my
mother and asked her if she felt
anything. She said she felt some-
thing shaking on the couch where
she was sitting.”

The two soon heard about the
quake on TV.

Gala's daughter, Michelle, 18,
then walked Into the room and said
she had heard the china on the din-

\

power felt locally

ing room shadowbox rattling.

RECORDS DIVISION supervisor
Debble DeSilvio was watching the
Detrolt-Milwaukee game on PASS
when everything in her Keego Har-
bor apartment started to shake. “It
lasted about a minute, but it
scemed a lot longer,” she sald.
“The hanging plants moved with
the tremor.”

Farmington Hills resident Ernle
Harwell was broadcasting the
baseball game at Tiger Stadlum
when he felt the quake.

Jody Soranen, Farmington Hills
councilwoman and Farmington/
Farmlington Hills Chamber of
Commerce executive director, was
thankful her son made it through
high school commencement in

downtown Detrolt.

1t was North Farmington’s grad- *
uation at Ford Audltorium. Soro-
nen was seated in the balcony,
which started to shake just before .
the ceremonles began. “It was a *
strange fecling, and we said,
‘Please, we just wanted to get the
last one graduated!* " '

The quake measured 5.0 on the -
Richter scale, a measure of ground
motion as rccorded on selsmo-
graphs. That's strong enough to
cause moderate damage. .

The quake's epicenter was at *
Larwencevllle in southeastern Ili-
nois. The quake was caused by a
fault in New Madrid, Mo. It was
felt in 15 states and the province of
Ontarlo, No major injuries or dam-
age was reported,
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