Waednesday, November 4, 1970

[l
Observer Newspapers

——

Page (PF-11B, R, W, GC-98)  13B

Landsc

PLAN FOR MINIMAL WORK)— With a Jittle fore-

thought. you can design fandscaping that will require lit-

tle maintenance effort. This zelkova tree. and the cherry

laurel bush behind it are hearty plants that need almost

no attention.-The wide circle of ground bark mulch

aérﬁsmglhe base of the tree makes grass cutting an easy
re,

Your yard should be-a
source of pleasure to youjand
all the members of your fam-
ily- If you come to think of it
as more of a source of drudg-
ery than of relaxation |and
good times, your yard is| not,
serving the correct purpose.

To people with plenty of
time on their hands, gardening
can be one of the most reward-
ing activities in the world. And -
some kood hard yard work
“also serves as negessary phys-
ical- exergise for people who
don’t get it elsewhere. But-if
you are interested in spending
as little time as possible main-
taining your yard, here iare

You build or buy your
dream house-after months of
anxious looking, several visits
to the bank, and hours of jug-
gling costs, savings, and home .
needs. "

The house “has everything
you think you need: beauty,
nice location, satisfactory con-
struction,modern conveni-

some that will

give you welcome results.
When planclog foundation

plantings alongside your house,

select trees and shrubs that

won't require pruning. Too -

many people mistakenly bay
small forest trees that. will
“completely outgrow their in-
tended uses.

Save yourself future work
by buying plants that will be
most suitable for your needs
when they have reached matu-
rity:

Use an effective ground
cover around all plantings to-
eliminate the need for weeding
and fo avoid having to-get a

v

ences, enough space,and a
price you can almost affofd.

So you move in anticlpating,
perhaps, fome minor adjust-
ments~the door may, stick or
the paint streak.” .

Then...the basemeny floods.
The septic tank doesn’t work.
The foundation slips or cracks,
a hillside slides down into your

Aid ‘Pollution Solution’

LANSING

The Mighigan Shade Tree &
Horticultural Research Foun-
dation has joined the fight
against air pollution.

Pointing up the important
7 tole played by trees in com-
bating air poliution by remov-
ing carbon dioxide from the air
off oxygen the foun-

_dation is'making available at-

Ground covers: Two of the
best ground covers are myrtle
(Vinca) and Japanese Spurge
(Pachysandra). Both can be
started by root divisions.
Pachysandra can be started
by rooting the stems in a
green glass containing plain
tap wafer.

Another trick is to work up a
small plot of soil (lots of peat
moss) and placing cuttings of
Pachysandra in there. Keep
the soil moistened at all times.
Start your project-next spring
or eacly next summer.

We've had complaints from
readers telling us their myrtle
turned black, sometimes dying
back. The trouble -is usually
due to crown or root rot dis-
ease.

Control: Dig up and burn
severely diseased plants.. in-
cluding 3 to 5, inches of sur-
rounding soil. Mix up & drench
using one tablespoon of zineb,

. maneb or captan; to a gallon of

water, and apply one pint per
square foot of area. Disease is
worse in poorly drdined soils
in wet seasons. :

" LATIN PLANT NAMES:

. Quite often a whimsical stu-

dent or reader will write and
ask me for the longest Latin
plant name. I've seen some
mightly long ones. with jaw-
breaking pronunciations. At
present, the longest one that
comes to mind (spring it on
your teacher) is this: Echino-
fossulocactus  zacatecasensis.
While there are perhaps longer
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ories, 1 think this is a good
sample of how long a name can
be.

Any one know a langer plant
name? Please sent it along and
we'll include it in this depart-
ment. -

CHANGING gladiolus: 1t
happened again this year--

many letters from readers’

asking why their gladiolus
changed colors. The’ questios
why did the pink or other ¢
lored gladiolus revert back to
white? K

Here’s my own

. tractive 2% inch plastic two-
color buttons to be worn by
persons wishing to support the
campaign.
- The buttons feature a tree
with the green leaves forming
the wards PQLLUTION SOLU-
TION and ‘bear the equation
CO-2+(Carbon Dioxide) plus a
Tree equals O-2 (Oxygen).

Foundation officers declare-
that an acre of growing trees
provides four tons of oxygen a
year, enough to support 18
persons.

Through photosynthesis car-
bon dioxide is removed from

the air and oxygen is released
to dilute the pollution in the
air. Seme trees filter out air-"
born ash, dust and offensive
odors as well as some gaseous
pollutants. Research will deter-
mine which species of trees
will best do this, they- point
out.

Proceeds from the sale of
the buttons will help finance
the air poliution fight as well
as the foundations research
program. The foundation i
seeking members at $10 each
and donations in any amount.,
The Michigan Association of
Nurserymen _ has contributed

1,000.

The buttons at $1 each (less
in quantity) and information
on membership and donations
are available from MST&HRF
Pres. Theodore J. Haskell,
Dept. of Parks and Recreation,
City Hall, Lansing, Mich.
48933: Phone (517) 372-5000,
ext. 244.

trunks of trees. Mulches are
the easiest and least expensive
= especially wood chips and
ground bark. .
< e
CRUSHED STONE is an at-
tractive material for this pur-
pose, but be sure to put a layer
‘of plastic sheeting on the
ground first to prevent weeds
from forcing their way
th

terial in the area, use one of
several varieties of crawling
ivy. You-will have to nuture
the young plants for a while tq
get them going, buf once they

house, or your split level house
really does split. Your dream
house turns into_gn-expgrsive
nightmare. °*
e e

IT CAN'T happen to you,
you say-not after poring over
blueprints, watching the con-
struction daily, and meeting
with yaur_contractor, or look-
ing at dozens of houses before
selecting one to buy. You were
so careful to check evérything.

Everything that is, but the
soil-the basic foundation of
your house.

It can happen and it has.

happened to thousands of intel-
ligent, prudent homeowners
throughout the country. The
home buyers looked at their
houses from the foundations
up, forgetting that underneath
was soil. They forgot, or never
knew, that different soils vary
widely in their qualities and in,
their suitability for building
purposes. :

There are more than 1200
different kinds of soil in Michi-
gan and more than 70,000 dif-
ferent kinds in the nation — all
varying widely in their uses
and characteristics.

IT IS A MAJOR function of
soil scientists in the Soil Con-
servation Service, US. De-
partment of Agriculture, and
cooperating agencies to classi-
fy, to map, and to describe

“up against the

rough. .
If you want more plant.ma- .

begin to thrive; you can forgei.

about them.

Outline all planting beds —
whether individual trees or an
entire row of hedges — with
something' that will provide a
definite demarcation between
lawn and planting . areas.
Bricks, sunk to the level of the

soil, are most effective. Strips |

that ‘must be dor

ape Plan Ends Maintenance Drudgery

laikn areas free of bird baths,
pongs, and other obstructions. -

R.LOCAL member of
The American Association of
Nurserymen will be glad to

“recommend varieties of trees

and shrubs that require the

“least attention. The ginkgo

of wood or narrow trenches (e for instance. drops its

are also good.
The simpler . your overall

“landscaping plan, the easter itd the ctabapple.

will be to maintain. Install
trees, shrubs, and flower beds
in cohesive units, to minimize
the amount of careful rhowing

soils so that they may be used
for their best purposes. -
About 45 per cent of all pri-

vately owned land in the-

leaves rapidly in the autumn;
making raking a one-time
chore. The ited growth of
. the Japanese
maple, and the dogwood makes
them ideal for small’ areas,
with no pruning to worry
about. -

- Soil Problems Can Wreck Dream House

ners, highway engineers, and
individual homeowners as
well. A

It is entirely possible that

United. States has been sur-+ the land: you are considering

veyed since work was ‘started
in 18%9. These soil surveys
contain valuable information
intended -in the beginning
mainly for farmers. Now they
are widely used by developers
contractors. governmen plant

buying has a soil survey. If so,
it may be seen in the office of
the local soif conservation dis-
trict. .

You can get more informa-
tion on soils and soil survess.
and tips on what to look for in

w7
Keep the °

To reduce your flower grow.
ifig chores, concentrate on in-
formal gradens of wild flowers
aod herbs, which need only
sunlight and occasional water-
ing to thrive. :

Reduce your yard rpdinte-
-nance even more by installing
a large patio. The innumerable
designs that can be made witt
concrete, brick, stone, gravel.
and other materials offer at-
tractive possibilities for any
lawn. If you are installing a
fence, make sure you 'use a
material that needs no painting
and resists rot, such as red:
wood, red cedar, ornamental
concreli blocks, or brick:

the soil when considering buy:
ing a home. by getting a.copy
of the Soil Conservatiog” Serw-
ice bulletin “Know the Soil
You Build On."" To get this bul-
letin Rontact your locaf Sail
Conservation Service offize or
Soit Canservatién Servicd, Box
642, Wayne. Mich. 48184,
The right Soil can go alorg
way toward insuring vou the

TR

house of yoor dreams. !

A SUNKEN MU SIC center offers novelty of appearance. a seperate grea de-
voted to music. and a special jreat for guests on the second level. A well-designed,
bi-level arrangement like the one-shown is handsomely color coordinated from the
richiy-paneled Teak walls to the sculptured carpeting. Relief from the darker coldrs
comes in several dramatic touches — the polka dot wallpaper, the white-topped
tables. the white, red and yéllow tables and benches, the handsome .green ferns
and other touches that are the rademark of the adept homae decorator.

There are several fungus
seases that can kil gladiolus
bulbs. Colored bulbs are morée
susceptible to disease and the
whites are more resistant. The

" weak types die out (often

completely)
stronger types
main.

Now it is true that some

leaving the
(white) to re-

varieties such as “'Friendship™'

will flower a normal pink: then
will mufate or ‘change to red.
This is called mutation, and
"it's nature’s way of throwing
out a new variely, but this
does not happen in wholesale
numbers) We've seen a white
change to a pink. but it hap-
pens only Farely.

The mechanism of these
“changes is not knowp. We do
know that whenever you grow
-a mixture, you often wind up

- with flowers “‘reverting” to

PARTICLE BOARD
PERFECT FOR TRAINBOARD,
SUBFLOOR CABINETS, ETC.

white.  Chry
change colors also, ‘and the
reason is the same: weak
types die out, leaving the
stranger ones to carry on

e

GREEN THUMB CLINIC: A

reader writes: “Our rose of
sharon was. full of buds this
fall, but most of them dropped.
Why?"

Answer: [t's the nature of
rose of sharon to shed some
buds and blooms. In other
words. it's a varietal charac-
teristic. Also. too much water
or too little (dry soils) will
cause buds to-drop. If your
plant is full of wood, thin it out
in early spring.
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WALL PANELS

All pattems, and colors avail-
able. Vinually maintenance
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Per Set
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“TABLE TENNIS TOPS”
PARTICLE _BOARD
PAINTED GREEN BOTH SIDES
TOPS ONLY - ALSO IDEAL FOR
TRAIN OR HOBBY BOARD

IWHILE THEY LAST)
LEGS AND TRIM. APAILABLE .
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Budget Priced Panels
'DESERT-TONE LAUAN

" tdeal light shade for
H Basement Rec. Rooms
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HONEY BIRCH $6.95
'ATIO BIRCH 695

® AQUAMARINE
BIRCH 8.95

VINTAGE .
DISTRESSED BIRCH .95
® WALNUTONE BIRCH 6.95

® KNOTTY CEDAR  7.97
® PECKY'TSUGA
BARN GRAY 727
® PECKY TSUGA
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NATURAL

TONOLITE® ATTIC INSULATION
helps make your whdle house
warm and cary. Pour it right over
the old fashioned. thin stuff insula-
tion in your attic, level it even with
the joists and leave it .
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QUAUFIED LUMBER SALESMEN TO SERVE YOU - Charge-it.on- BANKAMERICARD or MASTER CHARGE




