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. "If you go to baoug}; garage sale;," says

" one local lady who'does, *‘then sooner or_later

you have to put on one of your own."

And so she sums up that actmty - call it
recreation or business venture - that is be-

" coming a way of life on the suburban scene.

Scan this newspaper's classified ad col-
umns under the heading ‘‘Miscellaneous For .
Sale.” In any issue you'll find 30 to 40 ads for

- garage or basement sales.

Drive from Plymouth through leonla to
Farmington *or Redfcrd any, fall weekend.
You're likely to see at least a dozen home- -
painted slgns that point the way to a sale of
discards.

Follow a few of these signs. Talk to the »
Sellers and the shoppers. You'll be convinced
that the adage ‘‘one mapg junk is another’s
treasure™ h%never been truer than in Ob-

serveriand. 1970.
o »

OF COURSE, c;lunc‘l}es—',-ﬁe been
having rummage sales for years. Bt it used
to be that when you really wanted to make
money. \'r:u rentdd an empty store .or’ bor-
rowed a lehurch’ basement in the infer-city
area ahd set up shop where tHe needy lived.

Now ‘the churches hold ‘their sales right

- here. So do all sorts of organizations raising

funds for worthy ventures like scholarship
fupds. ‘And so.do m}hwduals of all ages and alt -

* stations.

Who puts on the garage sale7
In some recent ones here, it was college,

for a business venture at spring or fall house-,
cleaning ume Young mothers with maternity
and baby ‘clothes no longer needed.

time.” Young mothefs with maternity and
baby ¢lothes no longer needed.

grown toys to raise money for a coveted bike

or for Christmas shopping. And of course the

regular seller. not to be confused with a deal- «
-

There also are youngsters who sell out- 3

A carton rpakas a gqod shbpping cart.
- E4

er. who advertises a sale mavbe twice a -

year.
Who goes to buy? .
No longer just the low-ifcome family.

although its membgrs still shop and have ben-

efited by a far greater selection.

Now come the neighborhood children to
spend a nickel or|a dime for a book or toy.
The high scifool gjrls who supplement ward-
robes with a suit for a dollar or a syeater for
a quarter. Young marrieds, who used to go to
such sales in Grosse Pointe or Birmingham to
Took for home furqishings but now find them
here. ) .
D!

ON A RECENT SATURDAY, you might
‘have met an antique collector who regularly
seeks out and sometimes finds, unrecognized
valuables: a hobbyist looking for small boxes

- and picture frames to decordje: a teacher

picking up games for her class to use on rainy

7 days, and a dramatics coach gathering up

materials for some splendid costumes. .
= And always there are the semor citizens
and other househiolders who find. 4 day of

" “driving from sale fto sale inexpensive and fas-

. cinating ‘entertainment.
Mrs. Atthur Rhillips of Redford Township

- might be considefed ‘an expert on hasemgnt :

sales.
1 starled ouf when tfley first gtn popular

: — maybe three of four years ago,” she said

as she neared the end of her recent sale.

She had advergised a sale for Thursday,

" Friday and Saturflay, and she and her hus-
- band figured they had aboiit 150 customers

" and counted $162 feceipts.

“You-really do it all the finst day,” Mrs.
Phillips said. “‘An)d there aré always pecple,
usua.lly dea]e-rs, A ho, want to buy aliead (of

e.’ | . .
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She * en]oys utting on spﬁin‘g_and fall !

sales because “itfs profitable and you meet

the- nicest people}”-She finds the fall sales ™

best. .“In’ the spring people are busier with

i their yards, and |in' the fall we sell things

lll@pretty plates that will be mleq w1th cock-
ies for a Christmas present

MRS PHIL PS HAS - done plenty of
shopping at garage sales too.

. “I've bought| so many. lhmgs for our-

‘trailer that it's as well equipped as the
house,” she said.i"*And when our son had an
apartment at Eastern Michigan University 1
got him all s8rts df small appliances.

‘“Then when he gaye up the apartment, I
sold it all and got he money back.™

She 8aid she pften"buys work clothes for
the family and ‘““opce at 2 sale at St. Agatha I
picked up a pair ol trousers and just happened
to npnce my own mendmg

“1 didn’t buy tho/e she said. '] had

~

~ -

=

given them to the rjnurch sale hecause they
were too small."” !

The Phillips are always ready, to adjust
prices a bit," and at the end of each sale a
Goodwill Industries’ truck takes auav what
isn't sold. *“I usually have a small basket of
good things 1 keep for the next sqle Mrs.
Phllhps added. |

s !

GOING‘ THE GARAGE sale: rodte for the
first time recently was Mrs. Kenneth Wanless
of Farmington.

“We're moving to Texas. and moving
costs are so high that we wanted to unload as
much as possible.” she said. She also turned
away early customer's but had to start selling
at 8 a.m. Saturday -- “before we had breal\—

fast.” |

“It was mterestmg and we were uite

busy for a while., Mrs. Wanless added.
" Selling just household and garage !items be-
cause “‘we gave away the clothes.” she

" counted an intake of about $82 up 101 p.m.

On Blackburn Avenue in Rosedale Gar-
\ dens, Livonia, the James Hewitt garage was

* scene of a sale put on by Il farnilies in the

" ily participating,”

.+ participating agais..
«

" pastime isn't universal.

block. After several cooperative-ventures in
different garages, they have it down toa sys-
‘tem. ‘
**We-have a dlﬂerenl color for each fam-
Mrs. Hewitt EKplamed
~“Each item is tagged \\nh that color and the
money goes into the envelope wlth the same
color.”
She had the sale thls time because 1 fig-

ured it was my turn.” but added:that now. -

that .her children are older she thinks she’ll
have less she wants to sell and may not be

HELPING "MIND the storc was vuung
Cindy Hewitt. who has made abqut $30 in
several salés selling her own belongings.”, -

*The kids get to keep*ihat we tale in
from their things,” .her mother e‘(p]amed

Typical of the customers uere Mr. and
Mrs. James Oprisiu of Plymauth and their
toddler son Joey. They. had. come dcross the
Blackburn sale while looking for another in
the same siBdivision.

““We have an apartment and wi e‘fmd ‘we
can’ get thmgs inexpensively-, this way.
Oprisiu said. “*Besides, it's fun.”

It must be said that the popular ty of this )

“Don’t usé my name.” said one woman
looking around at the First United Methodist

- Church of Farmington rummage sale.- My

husband would kill me if he'knew I \fas here.”
But before the end of the day, she had
made a second visit to the bargain pounters.
The lure of the rummage sale can b 1ljresist-
ible. -
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