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David Litogot teaches clemen-
tary school history in the Farm-
ington Public Schools. He is a
member of the Farmington His-
torical Society.

By Pavld Litogot
speclal writer

Now that the school year is com-
ing to a close, it is time for the final
exam. This Is the sesquicentennial
year and cveryone should know
something about Michigan history,
right?

These 10 questions will test your
general knowledge of the subject,
Nine to 10 right is a terrifie score.
Less than five right means that you
should continue reading this column
each month to better yourself,

1. Who was the first European to see
Michigan?

a. LaSalle

b, Marquette

¢, Brule

d. Champlaln

2. How many Indlan tribes lived in
Michigan when the first Europeans
arrived in the 1600s?

a. three

b. four

e five

d.slx.

3, Who was the {irst governor of the
territory of Michigan?

a. Judge Woodward

b. Willlam Hull

c. Lewis Cass

d. Stevens Mason.

4. Where was the oldest permanent
settlement built in Michigan?

a. St. Ignace

b, Mackinac Island

¢. Sault Ste, Marle

d, Detrolt.

5. The first fort at Detroit was
called: Fort —

a. Pontchartraln

b, Detrolt

c. Wayne

d. Cadillac

6. Which eity was not serlously con-
sldered to be site for the new state
capital in 18477

a. Marshall

b. Ann Arbor

¢, Grand Raplds

d. Jackson

7. Which newpaper 18 the oldest?
a. Detrolt Free Press
b, Detrolt News
c. Flint Journal.

8. The reason why ore boats in the
Great Lakes are Iong and narrow s
ause;

a. they hold more

b. they are easler to load

¢, they fit through the Soo locks
easier

d. they are cheaper to build,

9. The first Michigan person to suc-
cessfully manufacture cars was:

a. Ransom E. Olds

b. Henry Ford

¢. Charles King

d. Louis Chevrolet,
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first explored the Lake Superior re-
glon in 1622, He lived with the Huron
Indlans until they bolled and ate him
in the fall of 1629,

2. D, They were the Chippéwa, Ot-
tawa, Potawatoml, Miami, Menomi-
nee, and Wyandot.

3. B. Michigan became a territory
in 1805 and Willlam Hull hecame
territorlal governor. In the War of
1812, he surrendered Detrolt to the
British without a fight (fearing an

Indlan massucre) and as a result was
found gullty of neglect of duty and
cowardlce and sentenced to be shot,
President James Madison prevented
his executlon.

4. C. Founded in 1668 by Father
Marquette, it is the third oldest re-
matning settlement in the U.S.

5. A. Named after the French colo-
nial minister who helped Cadlllac

Power student

Success In llfe came early for 14-
year-old Stephanle Speranza, an
elghth grader from Power Mlddle
School in Farm!ngton Hills,

One of the top 10 finishers In the
statewide American & Me essay con-
test,

10, In which of the foll g was
Michigan not first?

a. first full mile of concrete high-
way

b. first commercial radio statlon
<. first passenger alrline service
d. first phone numbers

e. {lrst automobile company.

ANSWERS:

1. C. Frenchman Etienne Brule
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, was by
Secretary of State Richard Austin
and received a $300 saving bond dur-~
Ing awards ceremonles in Lansing in

ay.

Eighth graders from across the
state participated in the annual con-
test, which is sponsored by Farm Bu-
reau Insurance Group.

Speranza's essay was based on the
topic “How I Can Contribute to
America's Future.” It earned fourth
place in the state, More than 5,000
essays were submitted by students
from more than 500 middle scheols,

The top 10 finlshers, their parents
and teachers were treated ltke visit-
ing dignitaries durlng the awards
day at the State Capitol. Pat Casey,
the governor's agricultural adviser,
met with the winoers and encour-
aged them to take an active role In
government.
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THE WINNERS also met Su.
preme Court Justice Michacl Ca-
vanaugh and toured the Supreme
Court chambers, They toured the
state capitol bullding and recelved a
personal letter of
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convince the French king to build a
fort at these strategle stralts,

8. C. The others had to agree on a
“neutral” slte — a place at flrst
called Michigan and later Lansing.

7. A. Founded in 1831, It was first
known a3 the Democratic Free Press
a

Test your knowledge of Michigan history

Henry Ford formed his company.
Technlcally, the Olds Motor Works
was incorporated in Detrolt,

10. E. The first auto company was
the Duryea Motor Wagon Company
In Springfield, Massachueits in 1895,
six years before Olds. The first mile
of concrete was completed on Wood-
ward Avenue between Six and Seven
Mile Road in 1909. The first

nd and be-
came Michigan's {irst dally newspa-
per.

8. C. The Sco locks opened In 1855
and boats have been bullt like that
ever since.

9. A. Olds drove his first car in
1896 and established a factory In
Lansing in 1901, two years before

radlo statjon with regu-
lar programming was Detroit's WWJ
in 1920, The first passenger airline
service was provided by Stout Alr
Services In 1926, Detroit phone cus-
tomers of 1879 were the first In the
nation to be assigned numbers.

Sources: Ploneers of Forest and
City, Michigan Department of State
Michillaneous by Gary W.

echt.

a top essayist

mined by judges Blanchard, Lt. Gov.
Martha Griffiths, U.S, Rep. Bob Carr
and Lansing television and radio
commentator Howard Lancour.

Th? Amerjcan & Me essay contest

school districts represented among
the winners were Saline, Eaton Rap-
ids, Harbor Beach, East B,
Redford, Madison Helghts, Pontiac,
Bay City and Rochester,

from Gov. James Blanchard,
Ranking of the top 10 was deter-

was ped in 1968 to
Michigan youths to explore their
roles fn Amerfca's future, Other

p is the daughter of Len
and Barbara Speranza of Farming-
ton,

Elisa Litvin
North graduate

Scholarship

Elisa Litvin of Farmington Hills
was among elght high school sen-
lors mationally to recelve a 1987
Newell Merit Scholarship Award.

Each award provides up to
$3,000 per year toward tuition ex-
penss during four years of study at
any accredlted college or unlversi-

ty.

A spring graduate of North
Farmington High School, Litvin
received the highest score of 500
students compdting at the South-
cast Michigan Regional History
Competition.

During her senior years, she was
a member of the National Honor
Soclety and is listed in Who's Who
Among American High School Stu-
dents, Her Clvil War lecture notes
are on file in the school’s learning
resouree room.

presented

Litvin’s extracurricular activi-
tles {ncluded membershlp in both
her school's symphony band and or-
chestra, She was the squad leader
and ess manager of her
school's marching band. In 1988,
she received the band’s Outstand-
ing Leadership Award. In addition,
she Is active in community service
programs and has helped the elder-
ly and needy.

The Newell Co. i3 based in
Freeport, 1L, and Is 2 major con-
sumer products manufacturer and
marketer listed on the New York
Stock Exchange. The scholarship

rogram was started in 1983 to
financially assist chlldren of
Newell employees,

Litvin is the daughter of Joseph
and Laura Litvin.
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