IT WAS COLD that morning of Dec,
16 in the outskirts of Bastogne in the
southern Ardennes Forest, An impossi-
..bly dense fog had settled over the arcas
-as perfect cover for 38 German divi.
'stons whose last-ditch onslaught was
~unloosed that day by Adolf Hitler in his
crazed hope to prevent the Allies from
crossing the Rhine. The year was 1944,
You could have had odds of millions
to one that it never crossed the mind of

a major decision

through
bifocals
Fred

DelLano

and inevitably his competency led to the
governorship of the Michigan district,
His did not go unnot-

a Huntington, Ind., ions
corporal named Gene Overholt that 43
years later, if he even survived what
would become known as the Battle of

the Bulge, one of his main concerns
would be whether women should be al-
lowed to join the Kiwanis Clubs.

BUT AS OVPRHOLT stands on the

iced and in 1981 he was elected to the
international board of trustees, Now at
€3, he holds the office of treasurer. At
$1 per year it is the board’s only sala-
rled pasition.

THE AUTOMATIC line of succession
within Kiwanis means Overholt will be

lect at Washing-

threshold of g
president of a service organization
whose 8,300 clubs have approximately
315,000 members in 70 countrles, he
says it will be the biggest issue that will
come before the international conven-
tion when it opens two weeks from now
in Washington, D.C.

We'll get back to this feminine activ-
ist cause in a minute, but first how did
this Plymouth Township resident be-
come only the fourth Michigan man to
climb to the top of the Kiwanis struc-
ture?

Incidentally, the others were Ben
Dean of Grand Rapids nearly 50 years
ago, Walter J. L. Ray of Bir b

pr
ton and he will take the reins as inter-
national president Oct. 1, 1988, It will
be a just reward for dedicatlon, service
and leadership,

It also will reflect favorably upon lo-
cal clubs in this area, which I count as
21 within the Observer & Eccentric cir-
culation area: one each in Troy, Ro-
chester Hills, West Bloomfield, Farm-
ington Hills, Garden City, Westland and
Canton, and two clubs in each of Plym-
outh, Livonla, Farmington, Redford
T D, h Rochester and the
Birmingham-Bloomffeld Hills combi-

natlon.
This thing about previously all-male

— now 90 years old — in 1952, and
Robert Weber of Grosse Pointe tn 1970,

After the war, attending Stanford
University and marrying his childhood
sweetheart, Gene spent 36 years in the
Bell System, most of it in Mich

service female
members got big headlines recently
when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that
Rotary International could not oust a
California chapter becuase it admitted
women. Noyv they’re all arguing about

When he retired in 1982 it was from an
exccutive postition as a senior systems

= staff adviser, headquartered in South.
field,

. Plymouth became the adopted home-
town of these transplanted Hoosiers and
it wasn't long before Gene’s leadership
abilities led him more and more often
into volunteer community projects.
Twenty years ago, helping to organize
the Kiwanis Club of Colonial Plymouth
was one of the offshoots.

In due time he became its president

sex diserl

“WE SUPPORTED Rotary in a legal
brief subrilftted to the court, as a num-
ber of other private organizations also
did,"” Overholt sald, “We've taken a vote
in each of our last few annual conven-
tions on the issue of admitting women
but it was never given serfous consider.
ation as far as the vote goes until last
year when we on the international
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Liability crisis
must be eased

To the editor:

An 80-member Jaw firm in Chicago
lost its Mability Insurance coverage in
1985, The reason: increased legal mal-
practice suits.

The proprietor of a day care conter in
Rockland County, N.Y., learned last
summer that her liability premium was
being Increased by 1,000 percent. The
center had never filed a claim of any
kind. Her insurance agent has advised
her to close the center. *

These are not isolated incidents, The
U.S. Is in the middle of a llability insur-
ance crisis, and Congress is saturated
with complaints.

Liability insurance reform was the
top priority of last year's White House
Conference on Small Business because
of the great cost and the difficulty small
businesses are experiencing. High In-
surance premiums threaten to damage
the American economy seriously by re-
ducing the goods and services available
to the American consumer, while in-
creasing their prices. The existence of
whole Industries and thousands of jobs
are at risk because of huge insurance
rate increases, mass cancellation of
coverage, and entire lines of insurance
virtually unavailable at any price.

The American tort system, the pro-
cess by which Injurles inflicted by one
person against another are settied
through the courts, is largely to blame.
The courts have slowly increased the
kinds of damages that can be compen-
sated through the system and have
chipped away at the defense. This has
brought substantially more cases to the
courts and has allowed compensation
fees to skyrocket,

Many of these changes have been for
the good, allowing persons wrongfully
harmed to receive just compensation.
However, the courts have also allowed

boa: an
the delegate body to admit them,”
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GRAND PIANO

This outstanding grand plano,
specially buiit to commerate
Baldwin’s 125th anniversary,

I85TH -
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Is llable In polished ebony
and Includes matching bench,
dellvery and in home tuning. ¢

2184 TELEGRAPH RD.
BLOOMFIELD HILLS
334-0556 * 425-1102 -

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME wHue vou

REDUCE HEAT GAIN TO SAVE ENERGY & COOLING COSTS

| 58995 |

Avallable Exclusively At

- " WINE BARREL
OF LIVONIA
30805 Plymouth Rd.

427-9463

to injured plaintiffs even
where the defendent’s conduct could not

BOTTLES UP
38675 Ann Arbor Rd. Livonia
Formerly Quick Pic

591-7665

reasonably be called wrongful,

In years past, the sting was felt only
by huge corporations and insurance
companies who could easily afford to
pay the increasingly large and frequent
judgments. Recently, however, the costs
have begun to affect most segments of
our society, including shopk hos-

Detector users’
aim — break law

To the editor: Y
Radar detectors are purchased by In-

pitals, citles, corporate directors, and
even day care centers,

For the most part, the tort crisis is a
matter of state law, but in some areas,
such as product liability and federal
court rules, Congress' help is definitely
needed. While several bills have been
introduced over the past few Congresses
to address this serious problem, little
progress, unfortunately, has been made.

Some suggested reforms include
strengthening the role of fault in deter.
mining liability. Other bills introd

Is 50 they can exceed the posied
speed limits without getting caught and
ticketed. .

Many people rationalize the use-of
these detectors by saylng things like “it
keeps me more aware of my driving
speed so I don’t drift up.”

Cars can come equipped with cruise
control devices that can be purchased
for less than a radar detector. Also, we
should all be aware of our drlving when
the police are not around as well!

Many other arguments are used to

this year would create federal product
Hability standards, Manufacturers are

- also pressing Congress to allow compli-

ance with government and industry
standards to be a defense for product
liability actions.

The House Small Business Commit-
tee, on which I am one of the senior
members, has begun hearings to try to
provide information and direction to
resolve this problem. However, Con-
gress must act quickly before the liabil-
ity insurance crisis worsens,

William Broomfield
U.S. Representative
18th District

The coverage
was thorough

To the editor:
Again this year, ] want to thank you
for the llent and

Justify thetr ext 3

The most popular is “If the police can
hide behind buildings or bushes to am-
bush me, then it's only fair that I can
find them"” via the beep from the radar
detector. “It's police surveillance, and 1
have a right to know when they are
watching!!”

Watching our driving and enforcing
traffic law is a high priority of police
departments. Priorities are issued by
elected officials that represent us. If
you do not want your police to enforce
traffic laws, or feel the laws should be
changed, give your representative that
input.

Radar i3 simply a tool the police use
to carry out their assigned enforcement
task, If that isn't important eliminate
the task, don't make obstacles prevent-
ing its completion. -

One last thing to consider is radar de-
tectors are one of the most stolen items
in our state. This has very real finangtal
implications to us all.

P 8
of our Memorial Day Parade and activ-
ities, May 1987.

It is Important that we lake the time,
“To Remember,"

Emily Sisson, president

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 346

. Uroves-Walker Post
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WINE BARREL

25303 Plymouth Rd, » Redlord

Insurance rates go up to cover the
cost of damaged cars and stolen delgc-
tors. The police, in turn, spend many
hours and dollars investigating their
theft. )

Let's 1ook at the big picture. N

Michael J. Bouchard
Beverly Hills
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1 AND COLORS

CALL NOW FOR

FREE ESTIMATE

PERMANIZED WITH VINYL AND SILICONE

DECORATOR FABRICS Designed for all Weather
* HELPS PREVENT SUN FADE ON DRAPES
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stores while they last,

Give Dad a sofid brass coin caddy,
only $5 with any $15 purchase at
Crowlay's. Engraved with *You're
Extea Special”, it comes in 3 blue
tote, ready for giving. 3000 in all

o
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CROWLEY

".THURSDAY; FRIDAY. & SATURDAY:
e

Yowre Extra Special at

M1 LNER &

125% OFF
ALL ARROW
REGULAR-PRICE
DRESS SHIRTS

13.50-20.25, reg. $18-627. For
fashion-wise fathers, save on our
entire stock of regular-priced
Atcow dress shirts. Select fong o
short-sleeved styles in color-rich
solids and patterns. Sale ends
June 20. Sizes 3517% in Dypss
Shirts at all stores except Grand
Rives. 8ip & Tall avaftable
Westborn, Macomb, Uivonia,
Universal, New Center One, -
Wildwood Plaza and flint.
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