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:-rule maker
Vvs. parent

=
T YATHERS, Father's Day:
§ What do the words mean?

=i All of us have fathers.

Each of us has a different
elew of what fathers are.
¥ Conservatives define fatherhood
‘hp the admonition to honor and obey
ggur father. They believe that fa-
ers set the laws. Sons and daugh-
Sors are to obey the rules or face
spunishment. They like to quote a Jet-
swxr by Ricardo Montaiban to his son:
S5 As long as you llve in this house
Sou will follow the rules . . . I am
-gol your pal, 1 am your la(hcr .
ﬂ ‘ou will do in this house as I say.

ool 4\ QUITE DIFFERENT approach

ihegins with the fact that Jesus called

"Cud father. He used a word that lit-

(Eldll) means “DADA.”

= Jesus shocked the conservatives
¢ suggesting that our relationship
God is like that of a baby to a
rent. The word stresses intimacy
d immediacy.

%= The story Jesus told that best de-

hes fatherhood is the parable of the
odigal son. The focus is upon the
ther's attitude toward two very

alﬂcrcn\ sons.

— Jesus’ image of a father is not one

31 rules or of punishments. It [s a fa-

her who loves, forgives and with

oth of his sons seeks thelr love in

teeturn. The theme of the story is to
ow two cantrasting ways in which

\Bbns respond to the love and accept-

Smee of their father.

-

SLTHE TRAGEDY of the conserva-

e view of fatherhood is that it
avincides with destructive, cultural
EL\Vs of fatherhood. The current tm-
aage of the male is that it is import-
ﬁn to have children but not to father

ok "The Male Machine,” “The im-

e of a lawyer, businessman, or
%ven a professor whecling a baby
rmrhgc around in publlc is still
Jarring. Men who spend a lot of time
Taking care of their children —
swashling, dressing, feeding, teaching,
weomforting and playing with them —
aren’t doing quite what they should
e
e adds, “It Is a diversion from
men's real work, the building of a
suceessful career.”
Few models are available today
. for rewarding relationships between
1 futhers and their children. The imag-
G still suggest that women care for
b and children. Men build their
{careers and the closest they get to
) fathering may be with their dog.
1 The traditional, cultural rele of fa-
}thers making rules and meting out
+punishments no longer works, Nei-
! ther the children nor the father be-
t_mvcs he has this authority.

Accnrding to Marc Fasteau, in his
gz

a
a1 BELIEVE that most fathers
+ Zant to be close to their children.
:gnny lack the sense of how to do

= I believe that first and of most im-
portance is our love for our chidlren.
Fathers arc parents as much as
mothers are parents.

1 find that one important clement
of fatherhood is to set up expecta-
tions for my children. I teil them
that 1 expect them to do the best and
seck the highest goals in thelr lives. 1
try to live out in my own life what I
teach them.

I encourage my children by telling
them that when they are motivated
from within themseives I know that

they will do swell. I want them to be-
) come increasingly independent, but I
0 let them know that I am always
here to support them.

FATHERS NEED to do some spir-
itual and emotlonal evaluation of
their own lives before they pass thelr
unlovely characteristics on to thelr
children,

We know that many of us fathers
have become vletims of our own
toughness and competition. Is this
what it means to be a father?

Fathers' Day should be a time to
rethink what it means to be a father.
Men and women alike need to assist
in the changes that will make us men
more like the father in the story of
the prodigal son,

The Rev. David Strong is the
pastor of St. Matthew United
Methodist Church in Livonia.
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BREEZY?
EASY!

SUMMER SETTLES IN — AND
WITHIT THOSE STICKY, HUMID
DAYS WHEN ANY BREEZE IS A
BLESSING. WELL — COUNT
YOUR BLESSINGS BECAUSE
BROSE HAS A TRUCK LOAD OF
THE BEST BREEZE-MAKERS
OF THEM ALL —CASABLANCA
FANS. AND EVERY FAN IN
STOCK IS FEATURED IN A
GREAT SUMMER SALE, IN-
CLUDING INTELI-TOUCH® —
THE PROGRAMMABLE, FINGER-
TiP CONTROL WONDER.

THESE BREEZE MAKERS ARE
REAL BEAUTIES — ALL WAR-
RANTED, SLUMBER SILENT,
REVERSE CYCLEANDEASYTO
INSTALL. THEY COME IN AN
ASSORTMENT OF MODELS (IN-
CLUDING THE GLAMOROUS e==555
ART-DECO NEWCOMER),
COLORS (TRADITIONAL AND
DESIGNER), BLADE STYLES
AND OPTIONAL LIGHT KITS.

ISN'T IT TIME CASABLANCA
BECAME A PART OF YOURLIFE?
BROSE MAKES IT HAPPEN!

Lghilng Fixtures For Evesy Decor » Wiring Supplies and 1ight Bultiy

ELECTRICAL

CONSTAUCTION.INC.

=

37400 W. 7 MILE ROAD
UIVONIA, M) 48152 +(313) 484-2211

... YOUR LIGHTING SPECIALISTS

BIRMINGHAM STORE ONLY!

6580 Telegraph . 626-2548 -

:

MON.. vuzs weo.. SAT. 9306 00
URS.. FRI 9:30.8.

CA SUMMER SALE * CASABLANCA SUMMER SALE * CASABLANCA SUMMER SALE » CASA
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Know someone who wants to deliver The
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers?
Call 531-0500 for route detalls

DAY

Be an Observer & Eccentric Newspapar
carrler. Call 591-0500 for details

240 NEW
WAYSTO
EXPERIENCE'
ETHAN ALLENY
DIFFERENCE

You’ll find hundreds of full-color pages packt.d with inspiring
suggestions on creating color schemes, furniture ar rangements,
and accessorization for every room in your home. There's even
a pictorial guide, illustrating specific facts, sizes and details on

all our furniturc and upholsu.ry collections.

e oA

A $15.00 value, this big,
beautiful decoratmg guide
is YOURS FREE when you
visit us. No purchase is

-
This compan entitles Bearer 1o ome complintentary topy of tie

Ethan Allen Treasury of Beautiful Home Interiors.

No purchise sequired. (Sorry o sl o plione seeqiests.)

P e s o o 2 o

necessary. Bring this NAME

coupon in today for your STREET 5
complimentary copy! I STATE, Zir
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An
rzss’ Ethan Allen G

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 1-5:00 P.M. » Rag. Hours: MON., THURS., FRI. 10-9; TUES., WED., SAT. 10-5:30

Remember, only Ethan Allen Galleries sell Ethon Allen home furnishings.

261-7780

LIVONIA
15700 MIDDLEBELT
Detween 58 0 M)

UTICA
50170 VAN DYKE |
between 224 23 Me) |
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