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By Cesoy Hans
staff writer

HEY WERE immedlately
drawn to the un-
derweight children with

longing in thelr eyes.
Palrs of tiny arms gripped, hugged
and held on tightly.

The visitors viewed the impover-
ished scene as a noon meal of pigs
feet was prepared.

*I like children a lot; there were

a lot of children,” Jeanifer Geach
sald. “There was onc who threw
her arms around my neck and
would not let go, It was nothing
like I'd imagined it would be.”

Geach was part of an 8-member
teenage youth group from Antloch
Lutheran Church in Farmington
Hills that spent a weekend in De-
troit and visited St. John’s Commu-
nity Center.

Thelr spring vislt to the center
for the hungry and homeless gave

-

newspaper.

Lisa Gulli wrote about the youlh group's
the hungry and homeless for the North Farmington High

experiences visiting

Eve opener
Homeless offer rare insight

the group a new look at life and
touched cach teen’s life,

“We played with some of the kids *
who were starved for attentlon,”
sald another teen, Jennifer Young.
“It was a lot worse than I thought
it would be.”

THE CYCLE of poverty that
moves from generation to genera-
tion was seen in the population at
the center, which ranged from 3
months to 7¢ ycars of age. The
shelter can house up to 35 people,
who arc allowed to stay no longer
than flve days.

The children's plight was the
most notlceable.

“The kids were the saddest
part,” sald Lisa Guill, who penned
a feature article about the group's
experiences for the North Farm-
Ington High School newspaper.
“It's really hard for them to get out
of it.”

The weekend visit prompted the
students to “adopt” a family who
had just arrlved from Arkamsas.
Several times each week, youth
grotp member Scott Schroeder and
several others visit members of the
family, who now have an apart-
ment on Jefferson.

THE GROUP held a bake sale,
raislng encugh money to buy a car
for the family. The Antioch parish
is supportive as well.

“They were kind of worn down
and beat,"” Schroeder sald about the
family. “They had been tossed
around by Social Services. They re-
ally didn't want to ask (for help).

“All we did was bake brownies
— they told their neighbors It was
a miracle. They’re looking for a fu-
ture where they can find one.”

A donation of a televislon set
helped the family’s two teenagers
stay out of trouble,

“There’s nothing to do but get
into trouble down there,” Schroed-
er added. “Everyone you meet,
you're uncertatn of.”

Another group of students
worked at a Detrolt soup kitchen
during their visit to the city, sald
Leslle Parks, who coordinates the
youth group. “Thelr experience
was different.”

Those interested in helping the
Antioch youth group with thelr
misslon can contact Parks at 626-
7906.

Youth group momber Jennifer Geach sald my neck and would not let go. It was nothing
one child in Detroit “throw her arms around

like I'd imagined it would be.”

Scott Schroeder and other
members of a youth group af-
filiated with Antioch Lutheran
Church in Farmington Hlils
often visit an Arkansas famlly
that now lives on Jetferson in
Detroit.
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Balancing act
Women mix business, child rearing

By Cassy Hans
staff writer

It's a home-style business that
could caslly be anybody's “home
sweet home.”

Children play among the offlces
while their mothers book appoint-
ments and take care of business, The
offices are fHled with Christmas
decoratlons that twinkle and beckon
to buyers ycar-round.

A natlonal home-party sales busi-
ness with reglonal offlces in Farm-
ington, Christmas Around the World
has given local women a chance to
be with their children, have a career,
and make money they only dreamed
about with a job requlring several
months per year.

The five district managers and re-
gional manager who work from the
office In the old Farmington winery
building are all in their mld-30s.
They have 17 children between
them. The managers hall from a va-
rlety of arcas, including Farming-
ton, Livonia, Southfleld, and Garden
City. All are welcome to bring their
chlidren to the offlce, where flexibil-
ity has become the rule.

“I THINK as mothers, we feel we
have the best of both worlds,” said

‘There’s nothing else |
can do and make this
kind of money and be
with my kids.’
— Karen Cox
Farmington

Farmington resident Karen Cox, re-
glonal manager for the company,
which has grown from $9 million to
$180 million in sales in its few years
of existence. Last year, $10 million
of those sales were logged In the
state of Michlgan.

Cox left her nursing position with
Botsford General Hpspital to spend
more time with her two little girls.
She discovered a part-{tme career
that Jast year brought her more than
$75,000.

“T had two bables and was work-
Ing full time," she added. “I missed
Tara's {irst steps — that's what did
o

Cox worked from her home for the
flrst two years, She then rented off-
Ice space ln Farmington this year.
“There’s nothing clse I can do and
make this kind of money and be with

my kids,” she said,

Not only has the company helped
to boost the careers of area women,
but several charltable organizations
have benefltted as well.

Organizations such as the Farm-
ington Arez Goodfellows receive
several thousand dollars each year
in merchandise donated by Christ-
mas Around the World's local office.

EMPLOYEES OF all-female op-
eration say they share experiences,
help each other, and even give away
home parties to other districts when
they're overbooked, “That's the way
we all work together,” Cox sald. “It's
not the ‘American way.' "

There are no corporate politics to

. dampen spirits at this holiday outfit,

despite some setbacks encountered
by the young company.

Following a computer crash at the
company's home office in Kansas
City last year — which left 200
Michigan orders unfilled and
brought some unwanted publiclty to
the company — things are back on
track, the employees in Farmington
sald. The company has purchased a
new computer system, and many
hostesses are again planning parties.
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“ALKING’S

A BREEZE

Sweet Soles®
ventilated sport socks

turn anyonce's everyday

foetwear into sensible
walking shoes.
The secrel is in the
soft ventilated soles.
They give your feet
cushioned comfort,
atlow them to breathe
naturally. White or
striped styles in
cotton/nylon blend.
Women or men, one
size. Pair, $4. 3/10.75.

Jacobson’s

We welcome Jacobson's Chatge Card or The American Express' Card.

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Untit 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday




