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Polka Virginia

Radio show host brightens day with ethnic melodies

By Loulso Okrutsky
statf welter

ENTION POLKAS to most
people and they'll think
of the parodies llke the

Schmenge Brothers,

any for the sprightly music with
homey themes. “If you wake up on a
happy note, it makes your whole day
happy,” sald Marylou Janiga, WCAR
producer/account executive,

For Janek the program has grown
into an avocation. Three years ago,

the Canton Township resldent had
taken a disability retirement from
Sears and was {indlng it difflcult to
adjust to her new llfe.
“1 went from an active life to a
dormant one,” she said.

Cajoled by Janiga to try out for

Mention polkas to Virginia Janek
and she'll reel off names like Blg
Daddy Lackowskl and Eddie Bla-
zonezyk.

For Junek, host of WCAR-AM's 6-8
a.m. program, “Good Time Polkas,”
carly morning is as good a e as
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Virginia Janek ot Canton spins polka discs In the early morning, weekdays on WCAR'’s “Good Time Polkas.” Another host, Tom
Kopeck, appears on the show’s "Weekend Edition.” The radio station, licensed in Livonia, has its studios in Garden Clty.

Festival offerings are tuneful

The upcoming Ann Arbor Summer
Festival will present musical enter-
talnment ranging from jazz to classi-
cal, from folk/pop to contemporary.

In jazz, the festival opens at 8 p.m.
Saturday, offerlng “An Evening With
Dave Brubeck.” Members of Bru-
beck’s quartet are Randy Jones on
drums, Chris Brubeck (Dave's son)
on electric bass and trombone and
Bill Smith on clarinet.

Brubeck's piano style, his use of
odd-metered time signatures and an
emphasts on Improvisation and har-
monlc experlmentation first cap-
tured jazz audlences more than 40
years ago In San Francisco.

The World Saxophone Quartet
makes its flrst Ann Arbor appear-

ance at 8 p.m, Friday, July 3. The
foursome - Oliver Lake, Jullus
Hemphill, Hamict Blulett and Davld
Murray ~ began performing as a
unit in 1976.

Two planists with Michigan roots
will perform solo recitals of mostly
1ight classtcal music during the festl-
val. Young pianist Michael Gurt re-
turns to Ann Arbor at 4 p.m. Sunday,
June 28, at the Power Center Re-
hearsal Hall. International artist
Louts Nagel, who teaches on the fac-
ulty of the Unviersity of Michigan,
wll! perform at 4 p.m. Sunday, July
12, in the Power Center Rehearsal
Hall,

A Buxtehude Organ Serles will
feature the works of Danish compos-

er Dietrlch Buxtehudel piayed by or-
ganists in eight recitals. Perfor-
manees run daily at 5:15 p.m. from
‘Wednesday-Wednesday, July 8-15, at
the First Congregational Church of
Ann Arbor,

In pop/folk, singer-songwriter
Don McLean comes to the festival at
8 p.m. Tuesday, July 7, in the Power
Center.. Computer musle includes
the M.LD.I. Music Festival, featur-
Ing recording artist Bob James and
guest performers David Borden and
the New Mother Mallard Band, Da-
vid Gregory and David Swalm, at 8
p.m. Saturday, July 11, in the Power
Center.

Tickets for all festival events are
on sale at the Michigan Union Ticket
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the polka program, a nervous Janek
auditloned for WCAR program di-
rector David Johnson. “I was home
about an hour and they called me
and asked, ‘How about tomorrow
morning?’ **

THE CRACK of dawn the Tuesday
after Memorial Day 1984 found
Janek sitting n the station’s Garden
City parking lot for about 20 minutes
wondering, “Oh, my God, what am I
doing here ?” Figuring she had gone
too far to retreat, she walked into
the studlo and with shaking hands
picked out that morning's records.
Randy Carr, then the program’s en-
gineer, trled to make things easier
by making her laugh. “It worked. I
even came back the next day.”

Since then, she's been answering
the phones, talking to regutar callers
and newcomers, offering on-the-air
congratulations for every occaston
from births to selling the most
Knights of Columbus raffle tickets.

Her on-the-air style has more in
common with an old-fashloned talk
over the backyard fence than with
the glib chatter of pop music DJs.

Almost a family fecling has grown
up among her coterie of regular lls-
teners, many of them older women.
1If a regular hasn't called in a while,
Janek dedicates a polka to them,
wishing them well. Fans give her
smatl homemade presents.

“For instance, there’s Rita. I

talked to her for two years and nev-
er met her. Then I met her af a polka
party.”

She keeps In touch with the music
and its fans by attending events,
{rom church fund-ralsing festivals to
elaborate programs such as three
days of concerts in Boyne. Her dedi-
cation has paid off in ways she
couldn't have foreseen. Janek’s un-
pald position as polka D.J. has becn
a smal) homecoming in itself.

WHEN SHE grew up in the pre-
dominantly Polish neighborhood sur-
rounding St. Hedwig Roman Cathelic
Church In Detrolt during the Depres-
slon, English was a second language
and polkas were the dance of cholce.

“[t’s inborn,” said Janek of her un-
abashed love for polkas, “I was
dancing when I was a tot. My Aunt
Helen taught me to dance.”

But by the time she' was working
her way through St. Hedwig’s high
school as a waitress in a Stouffer’s
restaurant on Woodward, the wider
world was already beckoning.

Durtng the last years of high
school, teachers exhorted the stu-
dents to concentrate on their English
language skills to make it easler to
enter the working world. As they
worked on assimilating, they put be-
hind themselves appreciably por-
tions of thelr etbnic upbringing.

“I walked away, and you forget.
And when you return to [t, you real-
1ze what you've forget.”
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The exciting Champagne Brunch at the Bistto M is a
feast for the eyes and palate.

Spectacular fresh fruit, omelettes to order. hot canved
items, chilled salads. pastries galore and the champagne
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Every Sunday from 11 am to 3 pan. SI495 for adults,
seniors just $11.95 and $6.95 for children under it Al
prices plus tax and gratuity.
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Michigan Inn, 16100 L. Hudson Drive. Southtichd. Michigan
313/559-65(X)
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$7.95 All You Can Eat BBQQ Feast
Big, beefy ribs. Plump, juicy < icken.

Spicy smoked sausage.

All vouw can cat, For just $7.95

Thev're fresh out of vur smoker.
Rasted with Carlos Murphy's homemade
BBRQ swces And served up with tasty
baked beans, fries, biscuit and bucter.

But don’t dawdle. Offers like this don't
last forever,

Bov, if vou love barbecue, this could
be che best deal in these pares,

We're tatking All You Can Eat
Burbecue, folks, Lunch or dinner.

Big, Deety ribs Phomp, juicy chicken,
Spiey smoked sausage.

You can trv any of them. Or all of
them. -
(ARLOS MURPHY'S
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30140 Van Dyke
Warren, Ml 48003
574-9440

29244 Northwestern Highway
Southfickd, M1 48034
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