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State prisons ‘bottom of barrel’ — Welborn
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ONI TOWN in Welborn's district
~- toni. toves prisans. It has five
and has been a prison site for 110

or Fred Thwaites says his eity
associates prisons with jobs and eco-
nomic growth.

One story in the histery books is
when Michigan was organizing
s 2 state, the © were divvying
up the institutions. Katamazoo took
the insane asylum, as mental hospt:
tals were called. and  Marshali
thought it would be the state capital.

Juckson won a draw over Ann Ar-
bor and elected the prison over the
university on the theery that a prison
would mean maore jobs,

“lopla grew up with them.” said
Welborn. “It was a prison town be-
fore the modern era with its prob-
Tems. foniz, howéver, Is at the satu-
ration point.,

“introduced and we passed a blil
that the~people (near a proposed
prison'site) should have the right of
referendum. There are 1oe many
shofgun marriages.”

‘Overcrowding is not
the No. 1 problem.
Lack of management,
lack of real tough
discipline, is the No. 1
problem, The No. 2
problem is
overcrowding. . . We
need a work ethic and
a discipline ethic.

— Sen. Jack Welborn

committee chairman

MICHIGAN IIAS beenon a nrisuu-“'
buildlng binge in the last five s,
and at times it has had to rele
Inmates carly because of overero
fng. But to Welborn that’s not the b
travble.

“Overcrowding Is not the Ne. 1

OCC campus hosts

business session

The Highland Lakes Campus of
Oukland Community College will
hnst a ane-day business conference
entitled  “Beyond the Beginning:
Growth Strategles for the Going
Concern™ on Friday, Oct. 16. High-
tand Lakes is at 7350 Cooley Lake
Road, Union Lake,

The conference, opening at 9 a.m.
in the Student Center Arena, is de-
signed 1o satisfy the informational
etucational needs of small busi-
Workshops, roundtable ses-
and lectures witl be featured. A

S
detanled conference manual will also
he supplied 1o all registered partici-
pants.

The conference js sponsored by
OCE w cooperation with the Oakland
v Chamber of Cominerce and
the Conncil of Chambers of Council
of Oakland County.

For registration detalls, contact
Caro) Lubin in the Highland Lakes
Community Services Office at 360-
3041

Middlebelt
to be closed

Middlebelt Road between Walnut
Lake and Lone Pine roads in West
Btoomfield Township will be closed
to through traffic Monday-Friday.
Oct. 5-9.

“Closing is necessary for replace
ment of a cross culvert.” said Qak-
Jand County Road Commission Man-
aging Director John L. Grubba,

A detour 1o Orchard Lake Road
will be posted.
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When you buy a Bryant Plus 90 furnace from Flame Furnace,
you'll be making a smart investment. The Plus 90 is both
affordably priced and up 10 97% efficient, so il'lt quickly pay
for ilseit by lowering your heating bills. And Bryant will reim-
burse you for any two of your monthly gas bills this winior, after
installation. That's a return on your investment that's hard 1o

And when you buy from Flame Furnace, Michigan's largas!
dealer, you'll also get the protection of
their Iree two year parts and labor wareanty. Call today!
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problem. Lack ef management, lack
of real 1ough discipline, is the No. 1
prohleny. The No. 2
crowding,” he s
“Spotlight on News" program and an
off-camera interview.

The philosaphy of the five-mem-

Irish author
due at U-D

David Noet Doyle, lIrish auther
and historian, will talk on the role of
the Irish in the American Revolution
and in the formation of the Ameri-
can Constitution at 8 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 1, 3t the Unlversity of Detroit.

The professor of history at Univer-
sity College, Dublin, will speak in
Lansing-Rellly hall, Six Mile and
Livernois

The lecture is sponsored by the
Trish American Cultural Institute —
frish Perceptions Series. There will
be time for light refreshments and
discussion, Donation Is $3.

Doyle earned his graduate degrees
in the Unlted States, and taught
American history at Loyola Univer-
sity befare returning to Dublin. He
has written extensively about Irish
Americans.

His talk will cover thelr contribu-
tions to the Idea of {reedotn and rep-
resentative government - the idea
that developed inte the American
Constitution.

ber Corrections Commission, which
sets prison policy and hires the dl-
rector, s that “being in prison is
punishment enough,” he sald. “And
the rights we give prisoners - their
own radio and TV and typewriter
. .. Other states cannot belleve we
do that.

“We need a work ethic and a disci-
pline cthic.

“Guards say the prisoners run
Jackson and allaw the staff to oper:
ate,” Welbarn went on. “(QOther) pris-
oners don't like what’s happening be-
cause, remember, 85 percent of ‘em
are going (o be back on the streets
same time. They'd like a tighter ship
than what we've been runnlng.”

WELBORN CAME back from a
Mareh visit to Georgla advocating 8
“hoot camp"” type of prison with
three months of milltary drills and
hard labor. He has introduced a bllb
tn set up one in Michigan.

“I've scen prisons in Taiwan and
Japan, They have tough discipllne,
but they're humane. I've visited pris-
ons in Georgla, Chto and Indiana
Ours are the bottom of the barrel.”

He has won Senate passage of an
other bill to eliminate the Correc.
tions Commisslon, making the de-
partment director directly account-
able to the governor, Gov. James J.
Blanchard likes that one.

“That's the primary thing thal
needs to be done to put discipline In

the prison system,” Welborn said.

His jdea of strong management is
“where the boss gives an order and
It's followed through the chain of
command.” With the commission
system, he sald, a policy comes. down
and It bas a different interpretation
by the time it reaches the offlcer “al
the bottom of the totem pole.”

WIEN A FEMALE guard al
Jackson was raped and murdered,
Welborn was qulck to renew his crite
Icistm of hiring women to.guard men,
and vice-versa.

“It's asking for trouble,” he said,
because It results in sexual harass-
ment and security problems.

Welborn, 54, was a dairy farmer
who starled his political career as a
township supervisor in 1967. He was
clected to the House in 1872 and the
Senate in 1974.

In 1982 he sought the Republican
nomination for governor, tralling In
a ficld of four. His brother, Robert,
succeeded lo his Senate seat that
year but died in 1985, and voters re-
turned Jack to the Senate.

White the outspoken, controversy:
hunting, conservative Welborn's
name has figured in speculation for
a 3rd District congressional run
against Democrat Howard Wolpe,
the senator Is less than enthuslastic
abobt a job in Washiagton, D.C.,
where he can't commute dally from
his 80 acres In Kalamazoo County.
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AT GORMAN'S FURNITURE CLEARANCE CENTER.

We offer you 0% to 70% savings every day on clearance items from all four
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cquired through one-tine manufacturer deals.
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