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The Birmingham Village Play-
ers production of “The Sunshine,
Boys” by Neil Simon continucs
through Saturday at the play-
lhouse in Birmingham. For tickel
t;vormalion call 644-2075 any
time.

By Barbara Michals
speocial writer

Exceptionally flne performances
mark the Birmingham Village Play-
ers' “The Sunshine Boys," the pro-
ductlon that kicks off its 65th scason.
‘The Nell Simon comedy is the sto-
ry of an old vaudeviite comedy
team, Lowis and Clark (Phil Whelan
and Dlke Dwelley), who split up 11
years ago and haven’t spoken since.
Now they have a chance to reunite
for one last performance, a comic
legacy to younger gencrations. Old
age and years of resentment have
taken their toll, leaving the two can.
tankerous ald men to a battle of
wits.

From the moment he first shuttles
across the stage In raggedy slippers
— to answer the phone when it's the
tea ketlle that's whistling — Dwel-
ley completely endears himsell to
the audience. Though he can be mad-
deningly stubborn and forgetful,
Dwelley makes it clear there's plen.
ty of the wily fox left in Willle Clark.
Unwilling to accept retirement,
Dwelley's Clark has slipped into the
role of curmudgeon wilh great rel-
Ish, He amuses himself plotting re-
venge agalnst Lewis, deliberately
aggravating hls devoted nephew,

Actors outstanding
in ‘Sunshine Boys’

Ben (James Fuller), or baiting hls
nurse (Phyllis Livingstdne).

WHELAN'S LEWIS at first ap-
pears all mild manners and good In-
tentions. Soan, however, there sur-
faces the annoying little habits that
drove Clark nuts for thelr 43.year
partnership.

Looking wizened and arthritic,
Whelan contrasts nicely with the lan-
ky and languid Dwelley. Both actors
have flawless delivery and: imbue
thetr characters with credibility and
dignity as well as humor.

Fuller is fine as Ben, practically
glowing with sincere affectlon and
concern for the quarrelsome old-
sters. Livingstone s pleasingly sassy
as the registered nurse, while Diane
Evans is the perfect blond bombshell
nurse in the vaudeville skit. In a tiny
role, Michael Block is a strong pres-
ence as the harassed stage manager.

Under very capable director Dee
Dwelley, “The Sunshine Boys” Is
warmhearted, nostalgic, gentle com-

ly.

The set for Clark's one-room
apartment in an old hotel looks ap-
propriately down-at-the-heels. The
stage crew was nolsy and slow at
Saturday night's performance, and a
missed lighting cue between scencs
hlghlighted the awkwardness.

Barbara Michals teaches high
school English and journalism in
Southfield. A theater critic for the
last 13 years, she is an inveterate
playgoer who regularly catches
up on all the New York produc-
tions.
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MEXICAN & AMERICAN
FAVORITES

.Omelets» Watiles
Hame Fajitas
Create your own Tacos
Desserts and more
Kids eat free Sat. & Sun.
12 and under
Parties and reservations weicome
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SUNDAY
BUY ONE
BRUNCH
GET ONE

FREE
TEQUILA WILLIES

26551 Evergreen
Southlield, M1 48075

353-0850
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Anita Sarko of Detroit,
who has been called
queen of the DJs in
New York, will return
to her hometown to
spin records for
dancing at a benefit
party calied New York
Lifestyles '87. She
offers her Music
Fantasy from the Big
Apple’s hottest club,
the Palladium. Guests
will gather at the event,
to benefit the March of
Dimes, Wednesday at
Towne & Country
Interiors in Bloomfield
Hills. Jim Harper, host
of WNIC's “The
Breakfast Club,” will
be master of
ceremonies.

DJ conquers Big Apple

By Chuck Moss

special writer
HE BACKDHOP will be
pure Big Apple when Town
& Country Interiors in
Bloomfield Hills' holds its
March of Dimes benefit Wednesday.
Furnishings. food and fashions will
approximate New York. However,
when Detrolt native Anita Sarko bits
the podium ta spin the tunes, it won't
be ersatz but mainline Manhattan.
New York's queen of the disc joc-
keys? You're Jooking at her.

“1 don't play to the crowd. Peaple
come to hear iy taste. I'm not a
juke box.”

" Now that's atitude! Hardly fess
is her hl

“At the sound of the beep, tell me
why I should want to talk to pou.”
Whew!

But once on the line, Sarko Is
ftuent, engaging. down to earth and
ssed of a — dare it be satd? ~
Mldwestern charm. She has been
called cverything from a celebrity
DI to “Qur Lady of Perpetual
Sound.” An acknowledged celebrity
In her own right, Sarko is the reign-
ing empress of the New York club
scene. That's a long way from Sher-

wood Farest and Mum{ord High

“CELEBRITY JUST means | was
tn the right place at the rght time.”
she sad.

A Michigan State University alum,
Sarke left Detroit to attend law
school in Georgia. got marnied. fig-
ured law was for the birds and an-
swered an ad for a Georgla radie
station. Within two wevks she was on
the air. The time was the late '70s,
and Sarko wowed the Southern
ajrwaves with new sounds.

*Then I went up to New York for a
visit. The B-52s — they're Georgia
kids — satd, 'You gotta stop by the
Mudd Club.” T did, heard the DJ and
told the manager I could do better,
and came up 1o the big city cold, lig:
uring I'd get ajc?b and a place.”

She laughs, her trademark throaty
chuckle. “1 was so dumb I didn't
know you just didn't do that.”

Sarko started spinning for Mudd.
Then. “When everyone got tired of
Studio 54, they all came here. There
1 was, new in town. and suddenly F'm
working the hottest club in New
York. Now is that timing?"

Sarko doesn’t content herself with
spinning club platters. She has co-
hosted the No Entiendies avant-

WATERFRONT RESTAURANT

142 E. Walled Lake Dr.
Walled Lake

Enjoy the Spirit
of the Caribbean
Year-Round
In a Unique Waterfront
Setting - Serving
Extraordinary Entrees

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL
6 441
Fine Weekend Jazz Entertainment

garde cabaret, which gave Madonna
and the Beastie Boys their start
e Beasties were my little 14+
ar-olds. hanging around the club
really  wonderful kids"),

Th
Plus, she writes 3 music column for
the newspaper NY Talk.

In addition. Sarko’s fame in ambi-
ance engineering has led to world-
wide demand for her talents.

] do fashion shows. gallerivs, 1
was taken ta Japan — Tokyo —~ and
1 put on a tour of clubs in Italy re-
cemly.” .

ALTHOUGH SARKO is startlingly
nonchalant about her job, her voice
soon grows determined.

“Basically, I'm a DJ. But my ap-
proach Is not like others. 1 am not a
Juke box.

~1'd describe it as being mood-ori-
ented. walking the line between self-
jndulgent and commercialist. But [
need people to create a mood. I'll
just walk in and start throwing
things out. Some DJs will have their
playlists all worked out in advance
— ‘not me. You have to be totally
open to anything you feel from an
audicnce. I look at clothing. I read
the people.”

She iaughs again. “1n eight years,

you learn it. But at depe
see If 1 get nuthing back {1
audience, I can't give

A typical Sarko night gkt &
ture big-band as well as ave .
Motown and the latest
cdge sounds She's plarming to bry
100-200 records 1o the Town & Lo,
try show alofie Does shu own .l
those records”

“That's like asking a piuz
owns his wrench

And how do you get te be o celr
rity DJ? . .

£

“You become erough of & br.
Then she backpedals. 1 wis i
right place. right tume. T dress rat
eccentrically — Victorian, Edwarar
an, big hats. They don’t know what i
make of me. New York has .
open-arms attitude of ‘show me !
vou can strike the right chord. yo. *+
accepted.”

What 1§ the right chord” "It ha
do with humor ”

Anyone interested in heaning i
Detroit native who conguered New
York is welcome to hit the Tewr &
Country Interiors benefit party for
the March of Dimes. Cort 1s $35 jer
person, starting at ¥ p.m. Its theme
is New York Lifestyles '87.

A We’ré Having_':You'For_D‘ihhe'r“
- Until October 23rd

rBaby, It’s Cold Outside! )

ﬁidays at the Novi Hilton

Fresh whole steamed lobster v just ane of aame sealon
pecallioy we'te Cooking upr tar vou. Come o us on Fnda.

for our seatood batlet featuring some erntie catches

Iced shrimp and oysters on the half-shell

Smoked fish and cajun specials
Bouill.\h.;issc and chowders

And for vou land lubbers, swedll ave Pastas, BROY Chicken o
Ribs and Steamsiup Round ot Beer, Doa't miss the lustoos
calads, deliciows hot broads and assonted salls, ihen nish e ail
off with o hoice of two from our popular dessert 1able, mashe
Kty Line Pre or Chocolate Torte.

FRIDAYS 6 P.M. TO 10 P.M.
-ApULTS $24.95  cHitpren $16.95

Cal) now 101 teservations, and while vou're at i, ask about our
Friday Feast Weekend Package.

[ NOVI HILTON

Get Reay
Ski!

Unlimited skilng
wlith your scason pass, |
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And the Sheraton Oaks is featuring a warm
alternative to the falling Autumn and Winter
temperatures... -

Only $169.00 per person

Now thru October 15, 1987
The Club Sheraton Weekend Package
s Deluse overnight accommaodations
o Complimentary CLUB SHERATON T-8HIRTS and
coffe mugs i
o Full use of recreational facilities. including mdoor poot.
indoor spa. sauna. Fimess Center. Tanning Bed and
Complimentary recquetball cowt time

For information call

313-625-0800
Oftcr cxplres October 15, 1987

\@otober 16-November 15 . 199.00R%
“November 180n. ... ... . $2L0.00

s .
5 5 per room/per night/plus tax

Soowllne: 313/625-0513 ,q\‘
PO Box10i09 ForReservations  Sheraton-( )‘ii‘:jé 1275 al 8 Mile Road  (313) 349-4000 .
s :I"Hi:’"“ ofr 178 Call 348-5000 et If You Haven't Feasted,

Make Your Reservations Now!
B - -Last Feast Day October 23rd

troit Ski Show
Oclebor £3-16, $987
Cobe Kall




