Black fami

By Tim Richard
statf writer

bussed in from Pontiac and Detroit
to heat her hourlong lecture and ask

Conservative male economlsts are
to blame for the “crisis” in the black
family, Coreita Scott King told an
Qakland Unlversity audience Tues-

day,

“Some 55 percent of all black ba-
bies are born to unmarrled moth.
ers,” the widow of Dr. Martin Llltxlﬂmr
King Jr. teld several hundred stu-
dents in the Oakland Center,

“The No. 1 priority Is political em-
powerment,” she sald, calllng for
{ederal policles to provide more jobs
.inind services to single-parent fami.

es.

KING SPOKE as a visiting schol.
ar under a 1986 state-funded pro-
gram named for her husband, agri-
culture unionist Caesar Chavez and
clvll rights actlvist Rosa Parks.

The program’s sponsor, state Rep.
Morrls Hood, D-Detralt, referred to
her as “the first lady of the civil
rights movement” and “the widow of
the drecamer.”

Students, mostly black, were

,

High-tax schools

Declaring  “Too many  schools
would be losers,” Michlgan Educa-
tion Association Presldent Larry
Chunovich sald the statewlde teach-
ers union would oppose recommen-
datlons in the report of the Mlichigan
Commisslon on School Finance.

An MEA was one

q They gave her standing
ovations.

Under the King-Chavez-Parks pro-
gram, OU in one year has brought
more than 4,200 prep students to he
campus for visits, brought 60 Detrolit
and Pontlac students to a summer
restdentlal program [n the humani-
ties, brought 18 minority scholars lo
campus to teach and conduct semi-
nars, and appointed a full-time visit-
ing scholar in the music department.

CORETTA SCOTT King today is
president of the Martin Luther King
Je. Center for Social Change in At-
lanta, where workshops for the non-
vlolent attainment of human rights
ate offered and “think-tank” work
done. Dr. 'King, a Baptist minlster
and clvil righs leader, was assassi-
nated in 1968.

With a federal grant, she sald the
King Center conducts programs to
teach single-parent familles self-suf-
ficiency. “There's also a network 50
they share problems and gain sup-

of the so-called Harden Commission,

“Qur objection came when they
refused to guarantee new funding for
the quallty issues and when, because
of this, it became apparent that
large numbers of high lax effort
school districts would be severcly

of the "no” votes last week when the
commisslon adopted, 32-3, the repart

Harden report:
Schools of choice,
state standards

Here are excerpts from the so-
called “Harden Commission” re-
port on state educational stand-
ards, The 43 ber Michi

penallzed," satd Chunovlch, a former
Southfleld math teacher,
“We cannot support the commls-

hes had Httle accountablilty for its
curriculum or educational results.
“The commlisslon recommends

* Schoot Finance Commission on

Sept. 22 completed its report to
the State Board of Education en-
titled “Educational Quality in the
21st Century.”

Choice and
competition

«, ., Parents and student should
have the opportunity to sclect a
school that they believe wlil best
serve thelr needs.

“Adoptlng a ‘schoals of cholce* ap-
proach to school assignment would
necessitate individual school units
devetoping and conducting programs

* that were distinctive enough in na-

ture to draw students for enroll-

* ment. {It) would create competition

between schooX . . .

“Wherever [easlble, school dls-
teicts should be encouraged Lo per-
mit parents to choose a public school
within the district, at the approprl-
ate grade level, to which they will
send Iheir chlldren,

“WITH SOME exceptions, Michi-
gan school districts generally re-
quire children to attend 2 particular
neighborhood school . . . By giving.

. parents the right of choice, there s

potentlal for unicashing much of the
creative potential of our schools.
“Flrst, schools can specialize to
meet the speclal interests and needs
of partlcular groups of pupils.
“Second, pupils and parents can
exerclse an elfective tool to improve
the administration of a school — the
threat to take their busincss clse-
where. This forces each school to

. compete effectlyely in order to sur-
; viveand flourish.

“MORE THAN a decade ago,the

East Harlem Community School Dis-
. trict No. 4 of New York began cxper-

- schools, which have gradually be- °
" come more. specialized both

imenting with cholce among its

in edu-
cational philosophy and In content

: -"'Pupll Interest and pupil perform-

* ance — once at dismal levels —
- have both dramatically improved as

* the system huduvelnpedi ‘e
P

* educational programming.

. o
standards will prevent schools from

1d

_of quallty needed in course content,

that the Legl e and the State
Board of Education:

® “Deflne a ‘core curriculum' for
the K-12 system. (It} would indicate
what courses must be required of
every pupll and what ndditional
electlve courses must be available to
every pupil.
« “Establish performance stand-
ards for the schools. {These would in-
clude) the level of learning acom.
plishment at several key grade lev-
els {as measured by test scores) and
the level of retention of pupils in the
system., . . .

@ “Have ultimate power to de-
clare educational bankruptey in a
district that persistently fails to
meet standards, ercating a recelver-
ship for elther the district or for par-
ticular schools or programs within

it

“The proper role of the state will
be to set parameters inside which
experlmentation can take place. The
:Ladl: should not dictate rigld stand-
ards.”

Revenue for
education

“The commission recommends
that the Legistature enact an ‘Edu-
catlonal Trust Fund’ (0f) approxi-
mately $200 million (to Improve) the
quality of K-12 educatlod.

“The commission was emphatic
that new dollars be spent on specific
programs and not be put into a gen-
eral formula increase.”

Local district
responsibilities

«“1, {(mplement the state core re-
quirements, Achleve acceptable edu-
catlonal results In the following
areas and provlde evidence of imple-
mentation in kindergarten through
12th grade.”

(Commlssion footnote: The De-
partment of Education belleves that
more than 50 percent of the school
districts do not mect the standards

competing for puplls by offering law
onal pre Further

. checks are needed to prevent schools
. of cholce from being vehicles for ad-

- Aves

© ditional segregatlon along economic

or soclal llnes. . . «
“THE STATE shuul.d offer incen-

student

struction.") .
The commission listed these

“core'” areas:

Communication skills

Mathematics

and/or in-

ence

Soclal studles
Health, phys ed.
Career, vocational

for impl
and ‘schools of cholce’ programs

“Dollars foMow pupils . ... &
school in which enrollments are
growlng must be glven the resources
to continue to do the job. A school

decll s must not

Arts,

“2, (Eyvalvate the district instruc-
tlonal program as deflned by the
core requirements, This evaluation
must include:"

Test scores
Employability measures
A duation ra

. |
- be allowed to maintain its share of 2

district's hudget.”

' State standards

“Historically each school dlstrict

B! tes
Graduation follow.up’
Instructional implementation
Editor's note: The Harden Com-
mission recommendations on
property tax reductions and @
sales laz increase were published
Sept. 24 on page SA.

y. crisis economic

‘Poverty is the primary
cause of the
disintegration of
families in the black
community. . . No
reform will heal
America 88 muchasa
fuli-employment
economy.’

— Coretta Scott King

“first lady of civil rights’
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— Mirs. King

“NO REFORM will hea) America
as much as o full yment econ-

seats in Congress instead of only on
She ad

Pl
omy," King suid, charging that the
conservative, male-dominated
Teagan Administration economists
are wrong in supposing private en-
terprise alone can provide full em-
ployment.

Women — particularly black
women —~ are underrepresented in
Congeess, she said, encouraging the
students to become politically ac-
tive. For their proportion of the pep-
ulation, black women should have 40

d such federal pro
grams as increasing the minim
wage, expanded public service v
ployment, housing, child care, con.
batting infant mortality and tran--
purtation.

“The purchasing power of black
Americans alone is greater than that
of all but 10 nations,” King said She
urged a nationwide consutner pro-
gram to “support thsoe who suppor*
us." .

Jobless rates
drop in 6 areas

port from each other.” she said.
“Poverty is the prlmary cause of
the dislntegration of families in the
black community,” she sald, launch-
Ing into the focal point of her lec-
ture, She quoted her husband’s
speech that unemployment s “cul-

turally and socially induced.”

She blistered “underemployment.”
100 — the Jack of decent jubs at good
wages compared to ini

ployment rates in six of the
state's major Jabor murket areas
dropped in August because of sea
sonal job gains. the Michigan Em-

wages. “Let them (politicians) try
ralsing a family on a minimum wage
income.

penalized—MEA

sion's repart when it blatantly disre-
gards how school districts across the
state will be Impacted. The plan is
deceptive, Some districts wlll bene-
fit, but many mere will lose funding
and be forced to immediately vote
additional new (property tax) mills
just to maintain the program they
currently have.

“The only guarantees in the pro-

posal are 1o big business. How
schools and citizens wil} fare is far
from guaranteed. There are too
many questions left unanswered.”

“We think it's obvious that the
cammission’s real goal was to fower
industrial property taxes and the im-
pact on schools was much lurther
down on the list of priorities.”
Chunovich said.
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ploy urity Co Te-
ported today.

Richard Simmons Jr. director,
said the jobless rates in five of the
state's largest labor markets rose in
August and remained unchanged in
one.

Areas reporting declines in their
jobless rates in August were Benton
Harbor. Detroit, Grand Rapids. Kal-
amazoo. Lansing-East Lansing and
Saginaw.

The Upper Peninsula remained
unchanged at 8.3 percent from July
0 August

MICHIGAN'S scasonally unadjust-
ed unenployment rate. which MESC
reported n earl ptember, fell by
half a percentage point o 83 per-

cent from 8.8 percent in July. The
number of jobless workers dropped
by 18,000 10 389,000 during August

Simmons stated that all 32 arees
reparted labor force growth in Auk-
ust, along with seasonal job growtn
in retail trade, comstruction and
ather service-producing industries

In addition, employment rose 1%
some areas as sutomotive facilitics
recatled workers [rom temporary
model changeover and production
adjustment layoffs.

THE DETROIT area had the lary-
est drop — a full percentage point
from 9.5 to B.5 percent in August
Automolive recalls and grewth im
the service sector accounted for the
Yarge decline, Simmons said

The Flint and Battle Creck ar
had the largest increases. Their
employment rites arcas rose by 5
percent




