Nichols seeking
full state funding
for local courts

By Tim Richard
s1alf wrltor

There's no change but a lot of ef-
fort on the state court funding scene,
accarding to Sen. Rudy Nichols, R-
Waterford.

“I've been attempting to encourge
the Senale appropriations subcom-
mittee to keep $25 mlillon in the
budget for court funding,” sald Nl
chols, who chairs the Senate Judici-
ary Committee.

“To be honest with you, I fell flat
onmy face.”

But the second-term senalor said
he'll keep plugging on the issue of
getting the state Lo fund all county
circult and probate courts, along
with local district courts.

After the 1863
state constitution
was adopted, the
state began pay-
ing a large portion
of Judges’ salaries,
leaving county
and loca) units to
pay nL‘: rest, .

This led to dif-
ferences in judges’ “

and court person. Sen Nichols

Michigan Judges Associatlon, sald
the other 82 counties could become
resentful that only Wayne and De-
troit courts are fully state funded.

in testimony before Nichels' com-
mitice, Zaagman placed the cost of
full state funding at $150 million to
%225 million,

“IN MAY or June, I was in contact
with (Sen. William) Sederburg's ap-
propriations subcommittee,” Nichols
said. Sederburg, R-East Lansing,
heads the general government sub-
committee.

The Oakland senator’s goal: state
payment of jurors' fees, witness fees
and attorney fees for indlgent de-
fendants.

In the summer budget crunch, that
$25 millilen tem was dropped.

“I set up an appointment with
{Senate Majority Leader John} En-
gler and brought up two points,” Ni-
chols went on.

“First, the stale constitution

. doesn't mandate state funding of

courts, but It does encourage it
through the words ‘one court of
justice. * Nichols found Engler re-
ceptive on that polnt, <

“Second, 1 asked Lo serve on the

nel salaries. judges have

wound up In fights with county

boards and chty councils over court

funding. Occasionally, judges threat-

ened local legislators with jail for

refusing to vote the kinds of budgets
- judges wanted.

In 1979 the state embarked on &
program of 100 percent financing of
those courls, The program began
with Wayne County courts and De-
troit Recorders Court.

And there It ended, The recesslon
of the early '80s forced budget cuts.

Early thls year, Milton Zaagman,
former senator who lobbies for the

on judlelal
appropriatlons, But I didn't get 2
commitment from John."”

IN H1S FIRST term, Nichols won
a seat on the jull Senate Appropria-
tions Committee.

But after his 1986 re-election from
his northern Oakland district that in-
cludes Rochester, Nichols was
awarded the chairmanship of the
Scnate Judiciary Committee.

Members of legislative appropria-
tions committees rarely scrve on
other pancls because the budget

work is 50 time-consuming. ”
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Lippitt’s court to be first

State OKs videocamera recording tests

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

Oakland Circuit Judge Norman
Lippitt will be one of the first in
Michigan to have his court records
vidcotaped.

“We hope it will start within the
month of October,” said Joan Young,
circult court adminlstrater, in an-

er than the current $60,000 annual
cost of a stenographer’s wages, bene-
fits and equipment.

The video system would be turned
on and off by the judge.

THE HIGI COURT'S order re-
laxes the code of judicial ethics,
which currently prohibits such
recording in the Oakland and Kala-

ircuits

that the } Supreme
Court had granted permission for the 1t provides:
experiment.

“{t's a matter of when the equlp-
ment can be Installed.” she said,

THE SUPREME Court, which re-
cently sald it will tt its ban un cam-
eras In the courtroom next Feb. 1,
authorlzed the Oakland and Kalama-
200 clreult courts to keep records on

videatape.

“Judge Lippitt made the presenta-
tlen at the judicial confercnce at
Shanty Creek,” Young sald, referving
to the Aug. 26 meeting where the
high court said it will ease its rule
agalnst cameras, .

The videotape system, now used in
Kentucky, will allow courts to do
away with stenographers, audlo re-
cordings and transeripts. Highly sen.
sitive, volce-activated videocameras
will photograph and record all pre-
ceedings. X

1f fully implemented, it Is possible
— ot least In theory — that broad-
casters can copy the court’s record-
Ing, removing the necessity for hav-
ing commercial TV cameras in the
courtroom. The Michigan Supreme
Court rule provides, however, that
witnesses can refuse to be photo-
graphed by the news media, though
not by the court camera.

Besides giving an appeals court
the factal expresslons and voices of
witnesses, the system will be cheap-

“At Jeast two videatape record
ings, recorded simultaneously, shall
constitute part of the original record
in the case. One videotape shall be

Class to cover
IBM computer

Extra time in class for practice
under supervision is provided in the
Beginners IBM personal computet
class offered by the Oakland Unvier-
sity Division of Continuing Educa-
tion.

The class runs from 9 a.m. to 12:30
pm. Saturdays, Oct. 3-24.

Instructor is Bret Moelier, assist:
ant to the university president. 1
will caver the fundamentals of oper-
ating the IBM personal camputer, In-
cluding use of floppy disk and
printer, word processing. PC-File m
data base manager and Lotus 1-2:3
Tuition of $115 includes take-homne
reference materials.

For registration information, call
the Continuing Education office, 370
3120, between 8 am: and & p.m
weckdays.

ADDING A ROOM?

retained by the clerk of the court to
be forwarded, If an appeal is taken,
to the Court of Appeals. ... The
other shall be stored off the court
preenises. . .7

‘The Supreme Court order charges
the judge with ensuring that a quali-
tied person routinely checks the
cquipment.

JUSTICE MICHAEL Cavanagh
concurred in the order but added:

“1 would approve of experiment-
ing with videotaping trial courl pro-
ceedings for the purpose suggested
only in addition te the current re-

quirements for reporting trial cout
procecdings.”

1n the Kentueky system, five cam

\eras cover people in the courtrovin

— the judge, witness stand. plain-
tiff's and defense lawyers, ete

“Bench conferences™ — whisp
conversations between the judp
lawyers over procedural matters
also are recorded but are not an of's
cial part of the proceedings.

In addition, Young said. soi
Kentucky judges have cameras
record conversations in their ¢
bers although thuse, too, aren't pur
of the official record.

Futures forum
open at OCC

‘The Oakland Community College
Futures Institute will present a lee-
ture on “The Five Radical Unique.
ness of Qur Time™ at 8:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Oct, 6.

‘The program is free and open to
the public in the Smith Theatre. Ore-
hard Ridge’Campus, Orchard Lake
Road at 1-696, Farmington Hills.

Speaker will be Dr. Jean Houston,
a pioncer in the exploration and de-
velopment of human patcntiality.
She will explore new thumes related
to globalism, technology. physics,
women and spiritual thought.

An internationally-known author
Houston was elected “distinguishe ¢
educator of the sear” in 1985 by te
Nationa) Teacher-Education Asso .
ation.

Her 1eaching experience:
behavioral sciences have taken
to Egypt. Greeee, China and i
and throughout Europe and the U
ed States. She has taught at Colu
bia University. Hunter Cellege. the
New School for Social Researcn
Narymount College and the Univer-
sity of California.
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DORMER - KITCHEN - ADDITION
We're the only builder that will
‘save you thousands of $ by:
* Custom Designing Your Project
# Doing the Heavy Rough Work
* Furnish a Custom Outline so
you can Contract the Flnished Project
* Furnish Our Sklllod Tradesmen
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CHECK AND OfL BEARINGS
AXD MOTORS

'HUTCHISON

; T ST EPRUTIIIIEIG
Ot oA WA . Fellow, Royal College of Surgeons ‘:”‘Ll h'] RATED OPERA LECTURIS
Lot MECHAN'CAL INC. Fellow, American Board of Ophthalmology ‘ i Presented l)_\'

M g Former Pediatric Ophthalmologist, Kresge Eye Institute

585-8890

In Business Since 1932

O&E sports... _
your guide to local scores

RE-SELL-IT

- ESTATE SAL

ES
- SPECTACULAR SAVINGS

THE BEST INESTATE FURNITURE
AND DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES

All furniture and
accessories must meet our
high standards befare wb
put them on display
in our showroom
{or your
Inspection

Former Chief of Ophthalmology. Childrens Hospital, Detroit

JACK C. DuBOIS

EVENING & \WHREND HOURS AKE AVALABRE FOR THE CONVENING OF OLRPATENTS

MONDAYS AT SOMERSET .
1:00 to 2:30 PM
October 5 - FALSTAFF
October 12 - IL TROVATORE
October 19 - LA BOHEME
Open to the Public |
Free of Charge
SOMERSET — THE MALL
Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy

LAY-A-WAYS AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE

RE-SELL-IT

ESTATE SALES
34769 Grand River - World Wide Center
Farminglon - Batween Fasmington and Drake Roads.

MO# , TUES . WED AT, 10-8 PM
- THURS. FRI 10 AM-DPM
OFEN BUNDAY 124 PM

/2374 Frankiin Road”
‘Bloomtield Kills,




