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HE'S honored.
Dorathy McQueen of
Farmington Hills has
received the Mental
Health Assoclatlon In
Michigan's 1987 Citizens
Award.

The award honors people
whose elfarts encourage soclal
action, reform and
understanding on bebalf of the
mentally ill.

McQueen, a retired music

teacher, is prestdent of the
Alliance for the Mentally 1l of
Michigan, secretary of the
State Alliance for the Mentally
1L, chair of the Citizen
Advisory Councll to the Clinton
Valley Center (CVC), and past
president of the Parents and
Relatives Assoclation of CVC.

“Her untiring advecacy
efforts have contributed to
numerous improvements in the
care and treatment of the
mentally il} — throughout
Oakiand County and the state of
Michigan,” reads a
proclamation from the Mental
Ticalth Associatlon, a United
Way agency.

HE'S a winner.

Joe Clayton and Janc
‘Thomas of Sarmington Hills
are among six Detroit-arca
residents who'll appear on the
syndicated televislon show,
*Wheel of Fortune,” in October,

They were ameng 800 who
auditioned in Detrolt Jast May
during a nationwide contestant
search. Clayton will appear
tonight, Thomas Oct. 27 on the
shaw, telecast on Channel 4.

FOOTNOTES: Onc year
ago this week — The former
Council of Homeowners
Assoclatian is back in business
sporting a new name, revised
bylaws and a hew group of
residents leading the way.
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By Joanno Mallszewski
stalt writer

Farmington Hills is joining forces
with other communitles with [n-
creasing populations that are faced
with losing additlonal and anticipat.
¢d state money. Up to a half million
dollars is at stake for Farmington
Hills.

“We feel compelled that since we
acted in good faith we are as entitled
to receive those payments as com-
munities did_In the mld-1970s,"
Farsmington Hills city manager Wil-
Yam Costick sald.
Farmington Hills s one of 39 com-

By Chris Rizk
ataff writer
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1t was enough that Wally Kur-
zeja helped save a baby's life. It
was an honor, teo, when the Farm-
Ingtan Observer carried the details
of his lifesaving venture.

1t was a shock, though, when
Kurzeja heard hls name announced
as the Farmington Hills Fire-
fighter of the Year during an
awards ceremony Tuesday.

I was In shock, a total state of
shock,” he said. “T had no |dea that
1 was even nominated.”

Kurzeja received the award for
helping deliver a premature baby
last March after discovering that

Farmington, Michigan

pitchi
munities, including West Bloomfleld
Township, that Initiated 2 mld-dec-
ade census carlier this year to docu-
ment population galns made since
the official 1980 head count.

After documenting a more than 17
percent  Increase in population
Farmington Hills expected an in-
crease in state shared revenues and
liquor licenses. But the addltlonal
state shared revenues — distributed
on a population basls — have been
vetoed by Gov. James Blanchard In
his effort to balance the state budg:

et,
“We weren't totally alarmed when
It was vetoed," Costick said. Farm-
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Farmington Hills tirefighter of the year Wally Kurzeja stands outside of Flre Sta

the umbilical cord was wrapped
around the baby's neck.

Both mother, Carol Brazen, and
baby, Christopher Michael, were in
distress, Doclors at Botsford Hos-
pital later described the sltuation
as a medical emergency and at-
wributed  Kurzeja's efforls, along
with fircllghters Kcith Lampear
and Ron Battani, as erucial to sav-
Ing the baby's llfe.

Fellow (lrefighters later nomli-
nated Kurzeja, without his knowl-
edge, for the award.

“THERE 1 WAS, just sitting at
the table with my wlie and friends,
when 1 heard the chief reading off
a llst of accomplishments of the

ng

AT

ington Hills officlals dldn'L expect t¢
recelve any additional state share¢
revenues this year because the city't
population increase wasn't certifled
unti! after July 1 — the start of the
new budget year.

THE BAD news is that city ofti-
clals expeeted the supplemental
state shared payments beginning
July 1, 1988, and the prospect of re-
ceiving the maney 1s tooking dim.

With its population galns, Farm:
ington Hills Is eligible to recelve an
additional $450,000-§500,000 in state
shared revenues in the last threc
years of the decade. City officlals

U e

next winner,” he said,

“Jt all sounded famlllar but it
wasn't until he mentloned the baby
did the pleces of (he puzzle start to
fall together, and I realized that it
sounded a lot like me.”

It was and Kurzeja tripped over
a chalr in front of him as he strug-
gled to gain his composure and
“walk to the podlum,

Kurzefa, 20, sald he usually is
ot at a loss {or words. Durlng hls
acceptance speech, however, all he
could utter was “thank you” to a
crowd of more than 100 fellow fire-
fighters and thelr families who
gavehlma standing ovation.

] was sitting there all night and
had been picking names of winners

state for

tion Number 2 where he works.

Kurzeja ‘shocked’ at honor

48 Pages

also d 10 receive

Twenty-Five Cents

$500,000

iquor Ticenses, also distributed by
population. But they also are in lim-

g

“The Department of Management
and Budget has not included the sup-
plemental payments in next year's
{1988) budget and that is of concern
to us,” Costick said.

Costick and other community
feaders formed a committee last
week to meet with Blanchard and
budget officials and “work some-
thing out,” Costick said. West
Bloomfield Townshlp is one of the
nearby communities represented on
the committce.

— RANDY BORST/atat photographer

but when my name was announced,
1 couldn't betleve i, he sald.

Lt. Tom Shirtloff wasn't
surprised at Kuvzela's award. A
former reciplent of the award,
Shirtloff called the four-year five-
fighter “extremely commltted to
his work and a man who sticks to
hls guns.” .

“I know though,” he satd, “that it
caught him way off guard.”

Shirtloff and Kurzeja agmit that
part of the reasan awards seem o
surprising to public service work-
ers 1s that most feel a reluctance to
accept honors for doing what they
are dedleated to doing — saving
lives,
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Handguns ge

By Jonnne Msliszowski
stal! writer

Most people imagine a murderer
Is an evil person who looks, thinks
and acts differently than the average
person. But Mr. and Mrs. Nice Guy
are dolng most of the kitling.

“Those bad guys are not res, nale
ble for the majority of the homi-
cldes,” sald Dr. Emanuel Tanay, &
nationally known Detroit {forensle
psychiatrist and handgun control ad-
voeale, “Seventy to 75 percent of the
homlcides are committed by people
like us, the nice guys.”

1t Is the nice guy who legally buys
a handgun to proteet his family and
property and who in a fit of rage
uses a weapon agalnst a spouse,
chlld or friend — nat the feared In-

t blame for ki

truder in the middle of the night,
Tanay sald.

“The risks assoclated with having
guns is really something we as 2 so-
clety should not tolerate” Tanay
(old about 50 members of the Pres-
byterian Women of the First Presby-
terian Church of Farmiagton Thurs-
day.

Because of another engagement,
Tanay was unable Lo attend the
planned discussion. But hls speech,
“The role of the gun in family vio-
lbc6ncc," was videotaped for mem-

8, .

Tanay is a supporter of the Wash-
Ington, D.C.-based Handgun Control
Inc., an organization that advocates
stringent handgun reglstration re-

leaders were shocked
by the budget department’s proposed
plans and malntain that the statc
must, according to the mid-decadc
census statute, provide the increased
pay to those it
“that are shouldering the state's
growth,” Castick sald.

State budget officlals, he said, arc
expecting a drop In state income tax
revenues because of auto plant
layoffs. And there are state statules
that say moncy can be distributed
only if WU's In the state budget. eiN)
subject to the annual budget pro-
cess,” Costick sald.
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Schedule
sets par
for course

By Joanne Maliszawskl
staft wrlter

A plan approved by the clty coun-
cli Jast week ensures timely comple-
tion of a nine-hole golf course in the
proposed 291-acre Copper Creek res-
identlal development in Farmington
Hills.

The plan tles the course's comples

tion to the development of multiple
units.

The Copper Creek development —
between 12 and 13 Mile, and Hagger-
ty and Halsted roads — will include
47 single-family lots, 147 single-fam-
ily detached cluster units and 776
multiple unlts. Some of the single-
famlly and multiple units will abut
the golf course.

Considered o be onc of the largest
in the clty, the development will in-
clude subdlvislons of single-family
homes, known as the Copperw
planned  residential development.
The counci! approved the Copper-
wood final plat last week. When con-
struction will begin Is not certaln.

“They (developers) indlcated they
may be coming In for permits this
fall" sald Thomas Blascl, public
services director for Farmington
Hills. ‘

“Because there are 57 acres of
regular open space, almost all of the
devetopment could be bulit in accor-
dance with our cedes without ever
constructing the goll course itsel.”
Blasell sald in a repart to the coun-
cll. The regular open space will fall
unde the clty's new open space polie
cy.

“THE CONCERN was, therefore,
for a proposed schedule that would
ensure the completion of the goll
course in a timely fashlon, since the
property was quallfied and market-
ed under the assumption that 2 goll
course would be constructed,” Bi-
asell sald.

The plan developed by cily staff
and the project’s developers,
Copperwood Creek Ltd. Partnership,
requires that one year [rom (ke date
a building permit for the first multl-
ple Is issued, the golf course must be
cleared. Two years (rom that date,
the golf course must be graded and
sceded and by three years must be
playable.
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FOLLOWING TANAY'S talk,
Claude Hughes documented Detroit's
problem with vlolence and
handguns, Hughes Is an administra-
tive assistant for the Rev. John Peo-
ples, a Detroit cily councilman.

Tanay and Hughes were asked to
speak to the Presbyterian Women
because "I felt an urge that we need-
d to help in some way,” sald mem-
ber Fran Tisdale. “Just because (hls
problem Is not on our streets, we
can't sit back and do nothing.”

Both Hughes and Tanay main-
lained that hahdgun control fs the
anly solution to reducing the number
of shootings and murders in Detroit
and the rest of the country.

+0f all western countrics, this

q! and stif( penalties for vi-
olators.
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