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By Joanno Mallszowsk!
stalf wrltor

UILDERS AND developers
in Farmington Hills have
yet another new subdlvi-
slon epen space pollcy to

follow.

The newest pollcy — a result of a
year's work between Farmington
Hills staff, developers and builders
~— caps a long series of cvents, poli-
cies and discussions over subdivision
open spaces and some developers’
laxIty in completing them.

Following an almost hour-long
discusslon, the new policy was ap-
proved In a 4-0 vote Sept, 28, Coun-
cllmembers Jan Dolan, Donn Woll
and Jody Soronen were absent.

Concerns by developers and some
council members In November 1986

— several months after the former
policy was adopted -~ prompied city
stalf to take the open space comple-
tion regutations back to the drawing
bourd.

Like the foriner policy, adopled in
August 1986, the new polley requires
completion of a subdivision’s open
space before a developer receives all
building permits.

‘The former policy requlred open
space completion before the fifth
building permit was issued, The new
policy allows up to 50 percent of the
permits to be issued before open
space completion or umd) June 15 of
the year after the actual recording
of the plat,

“That's when the actual clock

starts,” said Thomas Blasell, public
services director,
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This is an example of an open space in & Fur'mlnglnn Hills

subdivision. Such areas are often uscd for pi

or leisure activities by

THE NEW policy also requires an
escrow account cqualing 150 percent
of the cost of proposed lmprove-
ments and a schedule from develop-
ers of what improvements will be
made and when. The schedule is due
before the first building permit s is-
sued.

“That (schedule) is to prevent a
particular developer from waiting
until the last minute to play all the
angles,” Biasel] said, i

The schedule — designed 1o take
into account the time of year, grow-
ing seasons, type of improvements
and plans for completion — drew the
most comments from the council.

Council members Joan Dudley and
Terry Sever insisted that the council
recelve a copy of the schedule. Jim
Ginn, a Southfield attorney who rep-
reserts some of the area’s develop-

is open space policy

ers, teld the council that the sched-
ule is “a ¢lub™ for city administra-
tors.

The schedule allows administrs-
tors to keep tabs on the developers
and push them along when neees-
sary, Biasell said. .

“The problem Is they (administra-
tors) have the club, they nced us to
wicld it,"” Sever said.

BOTH SEVER and Dudley said
they felt a copy of the schedule was
necessary because it's the city coun.
cil that has the autherity to give de-
velopers variances on open space
completion plans.

“It Is the developer's, this [s his or
her schedule,” Blasell said, "1t is not
something the city administration is
i on them, They { P
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revamped

would be hard-pressed te come o
you and say that the schedule is un-
reasunable. H is their schedule.”
Councilman Joe  Alkateeb
disugreed with Sever and Dudley. As
counci! members, he said, it is ot
their Job to “keep a log” on the sub-
divisions or on the open spaces,

*1 am not hung up about the sched-
ule. If {city manager) Mr. (Willlam)
Costick and his staff can‘t do it, I'll
find another Mr. Costick,” Alkateeb
suid,

But Sever and Dudley prevalled.
Administrators assured them the
council would receive a copy of de-
velopers' schedules when adminis-
irators receive them.

Dudley also took exception to the
new policy’s tack of specific written
notice to house buyers — in subdivl-

sions with open sp: — of the open
spuce policy. “I think this is u little
vague,” she added.

ATTORNEY GINN agreed with
Dudley. “This does not say shall -
form the purchaser in writing.” But
Ginn said it's also difficult to sum-
marize the entire policy in  fuw
paragraphs.

City manager Costick was tuken
up on his offer to draft a form that™
easily adaptable for each subdivi
sion’s unique open space require
ments and completion dates. Buyer:
would recelve the form when (hev
recelve their closing documents fur
their new houses.

‘The council added a speetfic 1o
quirement that buyers receive wne
ten natice of the open space requie
ments.

Provisions of new policy are released

The new Farmingten Hilis open
space palicy requires completion of
all improvements in planned resi-
dential  developments {PRD) and
open space plats before all building
pecmits are issued.

‘The new policy is designed to en-
sure that all developers’ open space
plans arc completed in a timely
manner and that potential home
buyers are aware of when the open
spaces are to be compluted, accord-
ing to city staff.

Major items in the new policy in-
clude:

« Developers are required to es-
tablish escrow accounts ta cover 150
percent of the actual cost of im-
provements.

@ Up to 50 percent of the building
permits in the subdivislon will be is-
sued before open space completion
or unti] the period of June 15th the
year following actual recording of
the plat, whichever cames first.

@ A preliminary approval on the
open space will be granted and es-
crow will be reduced 25-50 percent
depending on the amount of plant.
ings.

@ A year following the prelimi-
nary approval, a refund (of eserow
funds) will be given if all improve.
ments are acceptable. If not, a de-
veloper has 60 days In which to com-
plete the work.

o If

sioh. It could be considered as a mini-park.

tisted on a work

idents of the surr ing subdlvi- schedule are not met, building per
mits will be withheld.
S ———

® 1{ satisfactary progress is not
made on open space completion and
it appears deadlines will not be met,
permits may be withheld.

® The developer is obligated to
tell the builders of the restrictions
when he sells the Jots. The city’s
open space palicy must be refer-
enced in all open space agreements

Developer

By Josnno Mallazowski
staif writer

The new Farmington Hills open
space policy was less than an hour
otd before it was put to work.

In a 3-1 vote Sept. 28, the city
council allowed developers of the
Trinity Land Lid. to complete the
still unfinished open space improve-
ments in the Green Valley Estates
subdivision under the new provi-
sions. Councilwoman Joan Dudley
opposed the action Councilmembers
Jan Dolan, Donn Wolf and Jody
Sorancn were absent.

“When they ithe developers) got
their open space approvol. they
%new what they were expected to
do." Dudley sand.

DEVELOPERS WERE given unul
Oct. 30 to complete the remaining
oapen Space HNProvements. They will
also receive an additional seven

for the subdivisions.

® The open space must be com-
pleted no later than two years fol-
lowing the granting of preliminary
approval of the open space plans.

® A ‘provision for granting vari-
ances by the city council s included
to alow developers to plead special
circumstances. A hearing will be

given new

building permits (50 gercent of the
bhuilding permits allowed to be is-
sued under the new policy).

Developers had requested a
waiver under the former policy,
which prevented them from obtain-
ing « {ifth building permit until the
open space was completed. City staif
recommended that the city council
deny the waiver because certain
jtems that were supposed to be fin-
ished in the five-acre open space are
still incomplete.

One of the Trinity Land develop-
ers informed the city council that
they intend to finish the open space
as soon as possible but that certain
iterns, such as instalation of bridges
and pathways have been delayed by
contractors. Developers said they
had also faced other delays follow-
ing platting

CITY STAFF had recommended
the wity council deny the waiver be-

scheduled before a variunce 1 o
nied or granted.

“The developer must present fu: t-
to the city council, which
make strict compliance with th
visions of this policy unreasona
irapractical,” according to the
ry.

deadline

cause cestain atems that wore
posed to be fimished in the {
open space are still inc
Green Vulley Estates is at Nine
and Halsted

Other developers 1n the
completing open space pla
proved under the former polics
time, said assistant city
David Call and public services ¢
tor Thomas Biasell.

City council members. b
acknowledged that seme
waiting to move into their huus
Green Valley Estates were i
dicnce. Because Trinity Land Luc
has not completed the open spi
improvements, their building
mits have been withheld and work
new houses has stopped.

"1 don't feel it's correct
have 1o be put under pres t
cause these residents out thurv an
champing at the bit.” Mayor Hew
Marks said

business briefs

If you recently opened a shop,
captured an award, carned a pro-
motion or are plunning @ new
venture or project — and there’s
a Farmington-arca business an-
gle — we'd like to hear from you
5o we can share your news ftem
with other Farmington Observer
readers. Send items to: Short
takes, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grand River, Farmington
® JOINS STAFF

Jennifer Clarke
of Farmington

: Metropolitan  De-
trolt Conveatlon &

Visitors Bureau as
- manager-group
H tour and interna-

tional.
g::::e' Her duties In-

clude promoting
Detrolt internatlonally and serving
2s head of the group tour depart-

ment.

Before jolning the burcau, Clarke
served as tour and travel sales rep-
resentative for the Hotel St. Regis,
Detrolt, She has held positions with
Boyne Highlands, Harbor Springs:
Top Value Incentives, Dayton, Ohlo;
and Crimson Travel Service, Bostan,

Clarke is a member of Circle
Michlgan, National Tour Associa-
tlon, American Bus A'ss?clatlnn and

@ BIDS AWARDED

The Farmington Hills City Council
has authorized the city manager to
add the extension of the water sys-
tem al Ploneer Park to the contract
with Gerlach Landscaping for up lo

business  vatuation for [Business
Valuation Review and Michigan
Family Law Journal.

He is a member of the Michigan
Assoclation of Certified Public Ac-
the American Institute of

$55,600. Sprinkler Scrvices is the
subcontractar, The cxtension wlil en-
sure a playable turf on the ball field
for carly next summer and thercalt-
er, satd Dan Potter, speclal services
dircctor.

The engincering division was au-
thorized to buy an electronic dis-
tance meter, used for survey mea-
suring, from G. Lengemann Co. for
$5,295.

@ 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Alfred L. Deutsch of Farmington
Hills Is one of 99 members of the
State Bar of Michlgan to mark thelr
50th year in the practice of Jaw In
1987,

The lawyers began their careers
in the year that Franklin Roosevelt
was Inaugurated for his second term
as president, the dirigible “Hinden-
burg” blew up in Lakehurst, N.J.,
and Joe Louls won the heavyweight
boxlng title.

They were honored at the annual
bar banquet Sept. 17.

® NAMED TO BOARD
Dr. Jeifery Zaks of Farmington
Hills was named to the board at

Travel Indusiry A

@ GRAND OPENING

Century 21 of Mlchigan has an-
nounced the grand opening of Centu-
ry 21 Elegant Homes, 25160 Lahser,
Suite 120, Southfield.

“The Southfleld real eslate mar-
ket {s very viable, a lot of buyers like
Southficld because of its family ori-
ented environment, good school sys-
tem, good services,” sald Ronald
Simpsan, broker/owner for the new
offlee,

With 15 years' experience in the
real cstale business, Simpson em-
ploys a staff of 10 licensed sales
agents. He zlso operales a Century
21 Elegant Homes office on James
Couzens In Detrolt.

In addition to Southlield, Century
21 Elegant Homes wlil provide real
estate services to Farmington Hills,

. West Bloomfield and Franklln as
well as the Detroit area.

With the additlon of Century 21
Elegant Homes, Century 21,0 Mlchi-
gan, the state’s largest real estate
organization, now has 255 offices
throughout Michigan scrviced by
4,600 nales agents.

Part of the largest real estate
sales organization in the nation,
nearly one out of every six homes
s0ld in Michigan currently Involve a
Century 21 of Michlgan salesperson.

-

Pr Hospltal,

@ NAMED CHAIRMAN

Mitchell Robins, CPA, was recents
1y named chairman of Robins & As-
soclates, P.C., CPAs.

‘The certified public accounting
firm, at 33469 14 Mile, Sulte 30,
Farmington Hills, provides financial
consultation and accounting services

Certified Public Accountants and the
Institute of Business Appraisers.

@ NEW DIRECTOR

Providence Hospital has appoint-
od Kenneth Bouchard of Farmington
as director of audiolagy.

He will serve as director of audiol-
ogy for the Greater Detroit Otology
Center, an affiliation between the
hospital and the Greater Detroit Oto-
logic Group. He will have respansi-
bility for the day-to-day operations
of both departments, as well as aver-
seeing patient care.

He comes to Providence and the
Greater Detroit Otology Center {rom
Hearing Assoclates, Inc. Havre de
Grace, Md., where he was president.

He was formerly an audiologist
with the Department of Communica-
tion Disorders at Children’s Hospital
of Mlchigan, Detroit, and a clinical
rescarch associate and assistant de-
partment manager with the Depart-
ment of Otencurology, William
Beaumont Hospltal, Royal Oak.

Bourchard also was an adjunct as-
sistant professor In the Department
of Audiology, Wayne State School of
Medicine.

He has been published In the fleld
of otology and audlology, and has
received extensive grant support for
vestibular and hearing research.

Bouchard is a_member of the
Amerlcan Speech-Language Hearing

S h-Lan-

guage-Hearing Assoclalloa Assocla.
tton of in Qtolargngology.,

to small small manuf
turing concerns, retall establish-
mients and professlonals.

The telephone number s §61-3500.

@ AUDIT PARTNER

John Stockdate of Farmington
Hills was named audit partner i
valuation services in the Detrolt off-

ce.

Stockdale jolned Coopers & Ly-
brand in 1979 as a speclalist in the
Engincering & Valuation Group at
the firm's New York City office.

He also held the positions of super-
visor, Englncering & Valuation
Group mannger, Valuation Group,
before joining the Detroit office in
1983 as dircctor of valuation ser-
vices,

Stockdale previously was mana-
ger, englneering laboratories, at
Westinghouse, Tampa. He. also
worked as a mechanical engineer at
Daw Corning Corp., Mldland.

He has wrilten several articles on

American Auditory Society, Acousti-
cal Society of Amerlea and Academy
of Dispensing Audiologists.

He also has initiated a new service
at Providence Hospital. Intraopera-
tive electrophysiological monitoring
measures nerve pathways and fol-
lows thelr function throughaut sur-
gery (hus reducing the potential of
nerve damage.

@ OUTSTANDING EFFORT

The Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce is
pleased lo recognlze one of its mem-
bers for outstanding achievements,
sald Jody Soronen, exccutive diree-
tor.

“One of our long-time members,
Chip Habermehl of Center Tire Co.,
23534 Farmington Road, Farming-
ton, has been given an Award of Ex-
ccllence certificate from Firestone
Tire & Rubber Co., Akron, Ohio,"
Soronen sald,
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