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N the hot seat.
The League of

Women Voters of

Farmington/West
Bloomfield will host a
candidates night Tuesday, Oct.
13 for the nlne contenders for
four seats on the Farmington
Hills City Councll.

The program will begln at
7:30 p.m. in the Farmington
Hills City Hall Council
Chambers, 31555 11 Mile.

EXTENDING plaudits.

Farmington High graduate
Melanie Churella, acting Miss
Michigan, has nothing but good
things to say about the new
Miss America, Kaye Lanl Rae
Rafko, who entered the Sept. 19
pageant as Miss Michigan.

“It made me feel really
proud to see Kaye Lani win the
Miss America pageant, since
we had competed together In
this Miss Michlgan pageant,”
said Churella, 24, Miss
Farmington for 1887.

“Everyone said the voting
was really close between us, so
it was nice to sce that she won

itall”

Churela, a Farmington Hills
resident, was (lrst runner-up to
Ratka, a Monroc restdent, for
the Miss Michigan title,

Churella was In Atlantic City
Sept. 19 to watch the crowning
of this year's Miss America.

"It's just great for
Michigan,” Churella said about
Rafko's national showing. “We
hadn't been in the forefront at
the pageant for some time, S0 it
was great to see Michlgan win
itall?

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — A convicted
bank robber who escaped from
a federal prison and is being
sought in the robbery of 2
Farmington Hills bank branch
coutd wind up on the 10 Most
Wanted criminal list.an FBI
spokesman said.
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Classifiod mekes good
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maost for your money-buy
or sell classilied.

591-0900

Use Your MasterCard o Visa

By Sue Mason
and Casoy Hans
stoff welters

An unexpected number of kinder.
garteners this fall has prompted
Farmington schoal officials to look
serlously at optlons to handle what is
becoming a critlcal problem at some
etementarles. .

One of the options Includes the
probability of redistricting through-
out the school system, and re-evalo-
atlng uses of ihe district’s school
buildings.

There are 97 more kindergar-
teners enrolled this fall than what
olficials projected last spring, and
an increase of more than 320 stu-
dents throughout the elementary
leve), according to unofficlal Fourth
Friday counts taken Oct. 2.

“Where we're tight Is at the kin-
dergarten level,” said Lynn Nutter,
assistant superintendent for admin-
istrative operatlons.

Flanders and Langacre, clementa-
ry schools which have no space for
the additional students, face the
most erltical situatlon.

Citizens
building

By Casey Hans
stalf writer

A seven-member citizens commit-
tee Is being formed to declde what
direction Farmington schools wlil
take because of continued cnroil
ment  Increases at  clementary
schools, and decreases at the high
schools.

“Some very hard decislons are
going to have to be made,” sald Su-
perintendent Graham Lewls Tues-
day, In proposing the citizens panel
c:nccpt to the school board. “Time s
short.”

Candidates tackle camp

Head count
Farmington school enroliment
is up 77 students from last year

Other elementaries with higher
kindergarten populatlons this fall
Include Wood Creck, Larkshlre and
Giil, Nutter said. These are also the
schools with growth at the upper ele-
mentary grades.

panel to

Farmington, Michlgan

EXTRA HELP was hired at all
the schools to handle the extra stu-
dents, Nutter added.

Although (he district shows only

Ploase lurn to Page 10

study

uses, facilities

The committee will study optlons
including new schools, use of present
bulldings, boundary changes and
1and acquisitlon or disposition, Lewls
sald. “They're alf Interconnected.”

Each of the school board's seven
members will select a person from
the community thls week, and ask
them (o serve on the committee
which wlll begin meeting next week.

It the committee does not ap-
propriately represent all geographle
Tocations of the distrlct, another two
cillzens may be appolnted by the
blonrd, according to Tuesday’s decl-
slon.

RANDY BORST/atatt phatograghec

John J. Murphy, a 40-year resident of Farmington Hills, asks 2
question Monday night about consent judgments, a legal tool

used to seitle lawsuits.

FEEDING THE cltizens group In-
formation will be subcommittees
headed by principals Clayton
Graham of Harrison High School,
Walt Scobie of Warner Mlddle Schoal
and Al Lanigan of Larkshire who
will work with parents and stalf at
l)lm bullding level to gather informa-
tlon.

The committee must work qulck-
ly. Trustees asked that a recommen-
dation be given by the group by the
regular Jan. 13 board meeting, so
the board can make a flnal decision

Ploase lurn to Page 10

] Campaign platforms, 4A
[ Cable TV appearances, 14A

By Casey Hans
stalf writer

Farmington Hills residents want
to know the status of city lawsuits,
are concerned about places for
young people to go and are interest-
©d In how candldates in the upcom-
ing city clection feel about budget
surpluses,

Questions concerning these areas
were addressed Monday night, as
nine candldates vylng for four
Farmirgton Hllls City Council seats
took part In a Candidate's Night,
sponsared by the Farmington Demo-
cratle Club,

1t was one of several opportunities
for the candldates to address the
public before the Tuesday, Nov. 3
general electlon, when the three top
vote-getters  will receive 4-year

State salutes Hills business
for its high-tech automation

Medar Inc.,
recelved Lhe distinctlon because of

hip In deslgn and manu-
d automa

merce director Doug Ross said that

Medar “Is an excellent example” of
one of §25 companies studled that Ls

C Commerce department The company,
findings, 15A H
facluring of
By Chrls Rizk tlon equipment.
slaft writer

A Farmington Hiits-based compa-
ny was included in o recent study by
the Michigan Department of Com-
merce for Its successful eniry Into
the field of high-tech automation.

The company is noted for Its vi-
slon gauging and inspection systems

P a “vislon company”
— it allows production systems to
see things and offers manufacturers
the ability to incorporate automated

a8 well as for its research and devel-  technology Into thelr systems.
opment for companies such as Ross, who released the study com-
Owens F icals, a subsldl- d by the depar during
ary of Owens Illinols in Ohlo, .

Michigan Department of Com- Ploase tum to Page 15
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Twenty-Five Cents

Ashfey Bobkin look center stag
dents from Fairview Early Childhood Center in Farmington
Hills acted out Mother Goose nursery thymes Friday. For the
story and more pictures, please turn to Page 3A.

RANDY BORST/utatf photographer
e as Little Bo Peep when stu-

aign issues

A question about the city entering into
consent judgments to settle lawsuits
brought explanations of the legal
terminology and a mixed response
from the candidates on the benelits of

such actions.

terms and the fourth-place finisher
will recelve a 2-year term.

Three incumbents, Joe Alkatech,
48, Joan Dudley, 44, and Terry
Sever, 37, are running for re-elec-
tion. These running agalnst the im-
cumbents include veteran councll
watcher Aldo Vagnozzl, 61, local hls-
torian and politician Jean Fox, 70,
and newcomers Vernon Kielpinski,
33, Raymond Cassar, 28, Richard
Lytwynluk, 49, and John Heenan, 50.

QUESTIONS CAME from an audi-
ence of more than 40 residents in at-
tendance at Farmington Hills City
Hall, including two 17-year-olds who
were concerned about a place for
thelr peers to goon weekend nlghts.

“We have no place to go,” said onc
of the youths. “We're not looking for
afterschool  activities,” sald the
other. All the candldates responded.

Plonse turn to Pago 4




