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9 vying for 4 council seats in

N THIS page Is an edited
wranseript of what the
nine Farmington Hills

City Council candldates
Nad to say on councllwoman Jan
Dolan’s “Vlewpoint” program,
which ared twice last week on
¢able Channel 12
“The speclal will air four more
tumes: 2 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 8; 7:30
v.m. Monday, Oct. 26; 7 pam. Fri-
day, Oct. 30, and 7:30 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 2. on Metrovision af Qakland
County's community access chan
nel.
o

fCandidates state views

election '87

Hopefuls Jean Fox, Vernon Kicl.

cll meeting follawing the election

next highest flnisher will win 2
two-year term, Farmington Hills
has more than 42,000 registered
voters. e

Winners will take thelr seats at
the next regularly scheduled coun-

and

pinski, John Hecnan,

Cassar, Alda Vagnazzi and Richard
Lytwyniuk are challenging incume
bents Joan Dudley, Terry Sever
and Joe Alkatceb for four scats.
Dudley and Atkatech have cach
served two four-vear 1erms (non-

are pi d in the '
order that the candidates spoke.
Euch candidate spoke for three to
five minutes.

).

In a non-partisan election Tues-
day, Nov, 3, the top three vote
getters win four-year terms. The

Council members recelve $1,800
annually for their part-time ser-
vice. The mayor, elected by fellow
council members, reccives $2,700.

The city council meets at 7:30
p.m. the second, third and fourth
Mondays of each month in the
council chambers In the city ball,
11 Mile and Orchard Lake roads.
Al meetings are open to the public.

© JEANFOX
chatlongor
rotirod businass:

; “Farmington Hills is a fine city

[

¢ “Here, there is a bit more open

# space, hills, special valleys, century-

< pld 1rees that whisper in the wind.

‘ iree pioneer cemeteries carcfully

* maintained the things which

¢ speak to the spirit and nurture the

« very roots of human living.

~. “Newcomers fec exacily the
shme as those who have lived here
30 years. This arca has been a unique

ity of charm and

.~ which appeals to long-term residents

3 and newcomers alike . . .

H “Who said Farmington

} 10 be the conduit for all the traffic

! running north from 1-695 to West

! Bloomfield and Commerce and other

1

i

Hills was

points north?

“Who said every one of our lovely
residentia) mile roads is to become
our lanes of concrete, bordered by

lanes of concrete sidewalks,

manding the sacrifice of beautiful
oaks and ash along the sides, re-
. placed with mini trees, which wil}
tuke decades to attain any growth at
'v

“Who said creeping commercial-
ism is to threaten our special fine
» residential arcas, within and without

subdivisions?

“Jean Fox says no. There Is

¢ enough intelligence in the city and
1 the city hall to chart a different di-
% rection, to cutwit hostile judges, to
* alter the course, to get back on track
[t where we thought we were going
1550ars ago. . . .
4 Unless Farmington Hills wants
+ 1y end as the Southfield of 1999, we
* need to retarget our prierities, trea-
¢ .ute the specialties of this unique
* urea, which are irreplaceable, and
; heepour city as somewhere our chil-
© dren and, yes, our grandchildren will
. want to ive”

' @ VERNON KIELPINSK1

: challenger
- Janitor

¢ "When was the last time you peo-

% ple had a raise? When was the last

! ume the city raised aur taxes? Prob-

: ably more often than you received a
e.

Next arca is our recreation cen-
! \ers, such as our golf courses. Do you
1 like seelng them disappear, onc by
v oune. 2

5 “Next arca of concern is our eld-
! erly. It our taxes keep going up, how
¢ can our elderly, given the amount of
¢ maney they have, even expect to pay
¢ for the very little food they have
: ’

““And our children, What about
+ them? Have we forgotten our chil-

dren? The fittle people, they have no
say in our soclety, Must they be for-
gatten? I certainly hope not.

“We have very few places for
them o go. Most of the places are
taken up by buslness and roads. The.
areas they play In — shopping cea-
ters and the sireets, It would bs a
horrible shame to see kids get aurt
accidentally by motorists.

“But the biggest concern f2 me is
what our children are pi-king uvp
from our adults. And that Is the
greed. That is the biggest drug of all,
greed. It exists in government. 1t ex-
Ists In business. 1t exists fairly much
In our day-to-day lives.

“Why can't we cut greed out? I
we cauld eliminate greed that exlsts,
we would probably find a lot more
things going ou Wway. the voters'
way.

““Trouble i, if they were cver
stuck in an elevator, there would be
certain buttons they would push. The
ones they would not push would be
for eldcrly and chitdren and the care
for human belngs. The only thing
thev concern themselves with is the
idea of growth, which, incidentally,
is sad because we're becoming more
and more like Southficld. I don't
want to see us become amother
Southfield . . . .

*I would also like to sec more
parks put into our city. This way, the
place won't be used up on business.
We've gol enough business already

® JOAN DUDLRY
Incumbent
attorney

“In the area of people problems,
our sentor citlzen program Is doing
very well. But there arc other things
that wecando. . . .

“Senier health care, and especially
dental care, Is extremely expensive
and many of our seniors postpone it
due 10 the expense. However, in our
community, we have retired doctors
and dentists and there is a way we
could organlze a volunteer program
by these professionals and provide
such services at little or no cost Lo
the seniors and to the eity. .

“Another and more difficult prob-
tem is that of adult day care. And
this is for seniors who live with peo-
ple who go off to work during the
day and who themselves have a diffi-
cuit time staylng alone. And it can
really be tled in the same category
as child day care because there are
many children who need care during
the days that both paremts work

“We need day care for both our
seniors and our children, The way to
get that, in my optnlon, Is certainly
not restrictive zoning ordinances.
The one that was just passed by the
majority of the council was passed
without onc shred of evldence that
there was any in the nolse

ties center far our youth In the north
end of town. We have a very success-
ful one now down at Shiawassce
School.”

“In the area of zoning and devel-
opment, lately, a lot of our zoning
decisions have been from the courts.
1 believe the reason for this is that
the governing body is not belng rea-
sonable and consistent in its think-
ing.
“Sometimes, if we give just a little
bit, we'll gain an awful lot because
then the courts will feel they will not
have to decide the issue and the zon-
ing for us. Reasonable thinking and
consistency is the answer In that

area.

“The quality of life in our area Is
extremely important, Tt is the reason
many people move here, We have a
tremendous traftic problem, a lot of
congestion. And one scemingly small
way (0 asslst this is through a very
aggeessive program of sidewalks
and bike paths.

“Our kids right now rely on us, or
an someone else driving a car. If we
provide sidewalks, If we provide
bike paths, our kids can go from
place to place, and even we adults
can get that healthy exerclse. . . .

“Our park program is coming
along beautifully, thanks to the hall
mill we all voted in. That hall mill
brings us about a half-million dollars
a year. | hope that it Is used on rec-
reational facilitles and not an many
other areas, such as histerical pres-
ervation.

“Finally, leadership and integrity,
Many people have said to me on the
council from time to time, “Joan, 1

would like o agree with you, yeu
were right. But it would have been
politicai suicide to do 50.' I say that's
hogwash.

I say that the clectorate of this
city wants people who vate honestly
and with more Interest in the affairs

their vote will look In the newspa-
pers. ..

@ JOHN HEENAN
challenger
private investigator

C A

“Qver the years, I have gone to
many city functlons and have gener-
ally enjoyed living in this city. But in
recent years, I have become disap-
pointed with the commerctal bulldup
going on.

“One cxample is Orchard Lake
Road, between 12 and 14. Because
by professlon, I am a private Investi-
gator, 1 was able to find out why. Im-
agine my surprise when 1 found out
that these plans had been decided
over 10 years ago.

A consulting Ilrm was hired and
warked with our planning commis-
sion and came up with this docu-
ment, called, “Master Plan for Land

se.
“In it, all the reasons commercial

or the traftic or any other problems
In day-care centers thal Loak care of
six o seven or eight or 10 people. So
we need to be open-minded on this
issue.

“Addltlonally, we have our prob-
lems with our youth. They have a Jot
of {ree time, They need a place to go,
that they will want to go, and things
1o do, that they will want to do, and
that (he community will feel Is ac-
ceptable,

“1f we don't find a way to provide
this, then we see the use ol alcahol,
vandalism, petty crime.

“It can be provided in a varlety of
ways and perhaps the most promis-
ing is an additional summer activi-

P is necessary is spelled
out. The problem is, T don't find any-
one who lives here in the city who
agrees with it

“I don't belleve an important doce
ument such as this should be decided
by consultants, appolnted planning
commisslons or a private investiga-
tor. 1 belleve It shoutd be thoroughly
investigated and decided by the
elected officials — city council
members.”

eledié®n

of this city and Its citizens that how -

® RAYMOND CASSAR
challanger
attorney

“I'm running for city council be-
cause | have a great deal of energy
and commitment and dedication to
give 1o this city. 1 truly belicve that
it is a great place to lve, work and
teach. And 1 want to continue it that

way.

“1f 1 am clceted to the ecity coun-
cil, the most pressing issue, at least
in my opinion, is to control growth.
We really nced to. It Is very, very
difficult to continue to expand the
businesses in Farmington Hills when
we do not have the roads that can
handle the tralite.

“It's kind of like putting the cart
in front of the horse. We have to
have bigger roads, better roads, In
order to allow for expansion. Until
we have that, I think the best policy
is controlled grawth,

“Another arca which I would tike

to focus on is spending. We have got
to spend more money on road re-
pairs, After all, the existing road re-
pairs in several parts of the clty are
declining. And it's very important (o
the residents and the businesses of
Farmington Hills to make these
roads as safe and as clear as possi-
ble.
“Perhaps one of the most import-
ant areas, I fecl, is to continue to
keep Farmington HWls a safer eity.
We have a terrifle police force and a
terrific volunteer five department.
And 1 would like Lo see continued
spending on increasing both of these
forces.

“Farmington Hills is a great place
and has a great future, 1 would like
to be part of that team, the Farm-
ington Hills City Council team, that
guides this community into the next
decade.”

® TERRY SEVER
incumbent
businessman

“When I ran just a couple years
ago, I made certain promises and I
fecl that 1 came through on those
promiscs, that I'm a person that peo-
ple can trust and that peaple can feel
wil work hard for the issucs that are

tough.

“1 worked hard ot some tax is-
sucs. I was the only pesson who stood
up and opposed fuc TIFA lssue,
which would have taken funds, in my
opinion, frem the school system
.. .. And although I stood alonc, 1
feel 1 stood to be the one who was
right on that particular lssue. The
city eventually backed off . . . R

“We currently enjoy a very favor-
able and Jow tax millage. That's not
done by accident. It's done by design
and hard work.

“When 1 flrst campalgned, I talked
about the idea that our ratio between
fncome from residentinl versus com.
merclal and industrial was not as
strong as It should be. The cily has
worked hard, Oakland County has
helped. And just this paet year, we
have seen a major increase in the in-
come base from the nonrestdentlal
use within the chty.

“Right now, we are enjoying one
of the sirongest bases our city has
ever had. As & matter of fact, we as
a councll were able to roll back the
tax millage just this past year, That
was a promise [ was involved in

making when [ became a candidate

“I think right now we are runiing
a better cily (han we ever have since
we have become a city 1n1973. Qur
fire department, our police departs
ment, rlght now have a high morale.
They are responding, they are com-
ing to the elty with needs. And what

is our job? Very simply, to back
them up.

“We are offering stronger laws on
drug abuse programs, we are offer-
ing stronger avenues toward culting
back on juvenile erime. We are look-
Ing for stranger ordinances within
ourcity. . . .

“We as a clty council must contin-
e to give the police chiel and the
fire chief the tools that they need o
do a better job. As we look ahcad,
safety has to be a primary focus for
us as council members. . . .

“Right now, we are in the midst of

Hills

concerns that 1 want to make sure
arc attended to. . . .

“1 bring to the council a new di-
menslon, siightly different from the
other council members, although 1
respect them all.

“I'm an engincer by trade, I make
a living by dolng engineering. And
I''m a businessman, 1 ran my own
business for 15 years. So I know
what it's like to meel a payroll and
pay the taxes,

“With that kind of experience, I
teied 1o approach the problems of
the city the same way 1 appreach the

bl in ing busi-

a major road p program.
But that road program Is golng to
last for five, 10 years. Just recently,
we did a census and will enjoy addi-
tional revenues . . .

“These funds have (o be funneled
Into sufety, fire, police and dratnage
and our much-needed sidewalk pro-
gram for major roads. . . .
® ALDO VAGNOZZI
challeng
oditorial consultant

i ¥

7,

I am proudest of the unofficial
position of council watcher, whlch
gocs back to the time when we still
had a township form of government.

"“That position involves attending
council meetings and studying the
material and speaking out just as if 1
was a member. My role as council
watcher has given homeowners and
taxpayers @ voice In city govern-
ment that they etherwise would not
have. It also has allowed me to kecp
a2 watch on spending by thorough re-
views of (he budget and expendi-

tures.

“Whilc I have been able to have
some impact on council paositlons,
concerns over recent developments
ted me to run for council so that 1
could Kave a vote on these matiers.
Among these concerns are the grow-
ing spread of commerctal areas into
resldential areas, the traffic and
voad problems, the need for mare
youth recreation, erime, and ade-
quate funding for the library.

My first act as a council member
would be to propose as a goal the
preservation of our resldentlal
neighborhoods against further en-

by ial develop-

p my cngl

ness. So basically I'm a planner. My
motto is this: ‘f you da not plan, you
plan to fall.' So tn my years on the
city council, my cmphasis has been
on planning.

“When § was mayor last year in
1986, 1 spent a great deal of time,
with the help of the councll, to
achieve complete plans for the next
five years for (his city In all Import.
amt depariments.

“We have a flve-year capital im-
provement plan. Last year, we held
public hearings and adopled our
master storm and drainage plan. We
adopted our master parks and rec
ptan. We also had the police depart-
ment make a flve-ycar ptan for an-
ticipated growth. The flre depart-
ment did the same thing. We kindly
asked he library Lo do the same
thing and they have thelr own plan.

“We also conducled a survey last
year on roads and we had a (remen-
dous response from the people and
we used that survey to come up with
our roads plan. Some of you thal
trave) around town and se¢ all the
construction that's golng on, that Is
partly due to the result of that plan
that the city council adopted last

year.

“1 belleve planning Is very import-
ant and that's why you ean see our
city is run very cfficlently, I don't
take all the credit myself, It ook the
team of the seven councll members
to get all these things moving for-
ward. And 1 appreclate Lhe abillty
that T have to work with them and 1
also appreclate them because they
do work well together. . . .

] have one concern for the future.
1 think growth will continue to be
our big problem. But the second ma-
jor concern that 1 have is the solid
waste disposal.

“If we don't take major steps im-
mediately, like In the next few
months and the next year, for what
we're going to do for qur selid waste
dispesal, we're going to be faced
with tremendous costs In the future.
This year, we already experienced
one big Increase and we're looking at
probably other increases down the
road.

“There are ways lo contain this
problem and we're working on it. I
have some of my own ldeas. . . .

“In general, 1 think 1 served the
city very well. . . ."

® RICHARD LYTWYHIUK

ers,

“To paraphrase our state motto, if
you seek a pleasant city, look about
Farmington Hills. Let's kecp it that

way.

1 would Insist that no new devel-
opment be approved unless Rt in-
cludes a plan to handle the increased
traific.

“As a former school board mem-
ber, 1 believe that I can bring about
a Joint city-school district effort to
Increase recreation fachlitles and ac-
tivitics for our young people.

“We must now plan (o roll back
the number of erimes thut are occur-
ring in Farmington Hills. That's why
1 have supported the hiring of more
policemen than the council has ap-
proved at budget hearings.

“We have a tremendous library
system. But it is being deprived each
year of some of the funds that have
been voted by the of this

businessman

city. In recent years, that funding
has dropped from just under 100 per-
cent 10 less thun 90 percent in the
most recent budget. The library is 2
valuable asset in our community. It
must be funded at adequate levels to
keep the exeellent service.”

® JOE ALKATERB
incumbent
enginser

- » ‘ }

[ declded to run again because 1
truly lave the work on the city coun-
cll and love our city and I have some

“1 want to be active and partlel-
pate in Farmington Hills' future as
your councllman. . . .

“The pollce department needs our
help. They can't do it alone. We need
to let our pollee department do their
job and permit them to keep up with
the growth of our city. But they must
be frugal when spending laxpayer

money,

“We must let our fire department
continue to do a good job and meet
the needs of our cily as economically
as ible.

*'As your councilman, I wlil study
zoning varlances so residential arcas
remain  residential and  business
arcas remaln business as usual, Let's
keep the master plan.

“We need to let our maintenance
department continue to do the good
job that they are doing and provide
them with the proper tools to keep
our roads safe, clean and up to date.

“Let's let our recreation depart-
ment continue servicing our commu-
nity, both young and old alike.

“Lel's not forget our senior citi-

zens so they may enjoy thelr golden *

years with a sale, clean city with
many recrealion activities.

“As your councilman, 1 will have
an open ear to your concerns and
suggestions,

“LeU's keep Farmington Hilla safe
and clean — and don't forget our
senlor citlzens.” °




