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WO YEARS ago. Farmington Hills voters
said no to Proposition D, a charter
amendnent that would have let mem-
bers of city boards and commissivns be-

come couneil candidates without first ha
Fesign.

We think the proposal shoutd be returned to the
. batlot berause we'te fot sure the voters who said
no fully understeod it. We don't Like the pro
and urge that voters oust it from the ¢ity ok

When he announced his councit didaey in
' 1945, Jonathan Grant stepped down from the li-
" brary board. After he yrrowly lost his bid for a
cuuncil seat, Grant was reappointed to the Ti-
brary board en then-mayor Jan Dulaw's recan-
mendatici,

Dolan is out of the country, and it’s not clear
she waited until after the election t fill the
at library board post. Bul wu sus
se o other applicants emel 3
L his year. council candidates Aldo Vagnuzzi

and Jean Fox had 1o resign from the Tibra
board and zoning board, respectively. Vagnozzi
" elioves that if ke fails to gain election to the ¢i
conneil, he should be reappointed 10 the library
board. just as Grant w:

ing 1

THAT HOPE ended last week when the ity
Y ks recommendation.
nozzi's former li-

nasmed N
brary boar L

In recommending Zolton. Marks
" simply obeving the charter. filling il
pplicants come forth
charter is our law,” the mayer

id he was
neies as

id. "It

air 1o anyboidy who sits in this chair to
give any special consideration 1 anybody who's
running for council —for wl LT

T
»1don't think that's fair Tr
Neither do we.

rhat's why the conneil. regardless of Dolan’s
rensons two vears ago, id little choice thix time
aronnd but to fill Vagnozzi's furmer scat when
Zolton, i well-qualified applicant, emerged

Free press key

ATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK, Oct. 4-
10. is particularly significant in the
metropolitan Detroit area this year.
That's because this time next year
Detroit's two largest daily newspapers may be in
a Joint Operating Agreement that would end
their financial competition and cut costs by com-
bining circulation, advertising and production
operations. If granted by U.S. Attorncy General
Edwin Meese 111, the JOA here in metropolitan
Detroit would be the largest of 21 nationwide.
Although the Detroit Free Press and Detroit
News' editorial departments would remain sepa-
rate, some functions would be combined, and
they would publish combined editions on Satur-
days and Sundays. It is hard to imagine that the
competitive edge of two papers fighting for the
same story wouldn’t be dulled and, as a result,
readers less informed. ‘

IT°S PARTICULARLY galling that two of the
nation’s wealthiest publishing {irms could spend
wildly and then ask the government lo reward
them {or their excess.

Newspapers in the suburbs, including the Ob-
server & Eccentrie, called for hearings on the
JOA. Held in late summer, they contributed to
the recent recommendation against a Detroit
JOA by the antitrust division of the justice de-
partmenl. fowever, the decision, expected in
ahout six months, is up to Atlorney General
Meese.

In the meantime, the suburban papers have
taken steps of their own Lo mobilize against the
prospect of a less vigorous press, a monopoly on
advertising rates and added money to compete in

Change charter
Don’t penalize council hopefuls

. a very chilling mes

We think the proposal should be
returned to the ballot because we're
not sure the voters who said no fully
undersiood it. We don't like the
provision and urge that voters oust
it from the city charter.

And that's why we think the chaster provision
i bad. 1t's tongi enavgh in this eity nding gua
ified folks (o serve on the 20 boards and comm
sions.

soe it, the provision imposes an unfair
Why should & hard-working buard or
jon member hive 1o resign just becanse
¢ enongh about the city's welfare to seek

We

ispeet the provi
vent candidates from play t
an unfair advantage. But with bas

months between the filing deadline and eleclion
day, it's unlikely any candidate would have
enough time (o parlay their appointed position
into an elected seal

We agree with

L.
Vagnozzi thin the provision is
xeessive and unnecessary.

“\What kind of message will this send to per-
sons interested in serving the city and
running for city council?™ he as *1 say it sends
8

Well, maybe not v
prompt second though!
candidate:

Next year, we'd urge the city to apain place
the charter provision on the ballot and publicize
its mer nd drawbacks.

We think a fully informed voter would recog-
jze that no one should be penalized for running
ouncil,

¢ chilling.” But it does
ong potentially good

Competition

to free society
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Don’t rap Southfield;
instead, learn from it

IF EVER there's a chance to be
reasonably informed when you cast
yaur ballot in a Farmington Hills
City Cauncil race, it's this year.

Candidate nights, cahle TV broad-
casts, Newspaper stories, campaign
literature, political SIENS, even door-
10-door stumping — all await vete
before vlectinn day, Tuesday, Nov., 3.

So it's no wonder 1hat cven the
trost curious voter's thirst for infor-
mation should be q this

5 year,
despite the biggest field of cands.
nce 1979,

certainly ne shortage ot
campaipn themes — manufactured
or atherw

On Metrovision of Oakland Coun-

*s “Viewpoint" cable-TV show Fr-
the nine candidates unveiled a
varied slate of themes: creeping
comymercialism, uncantrolled
growth, inconsistent zoning. inades
quate youth activities, crime cons
cerns, road congestion, solid wiste
disposal, tired leadership.

At least two candidates ever took
swipes at our neighbor to the cast,
saying they'd hate for Farnunglon
thlls to hecome another Southtield.

D NATE for Farmington Hills te
mimic Southficld’s penchant for
nsgh-rise office huil Faroung-
ton Hills” low-rise limi it e just
fine. ' also like 10 see Southfield b
more sensitive to how non-residen-
tal development along the fnkster
Hoad corndor affects Farnungion

Halls,

But only the umiajormed wauld np
Southiseld a city, Frankly, U'm
ured of mngton  1ills falks
thinking their city is better than our
eastern puighbor.

Until moving 10 Farmington Hills
his year, 1 called Southfield home
for nearly 18 years. And 1 found it to
he & super community — one of the
most together around  despite &
chanping face.

1 watched it praw from just anoth-
er suburh 1o Oakland County’s nerve
center. Though the Juster has
dummed, the ety still has a lot to be
proud of.

fts neighborhoods are integrated,
yet still peaceful. s schools are in-
tegrated, yeusti) good.

DESPITE SERVING the county's
most populated and most congested
Southfield’s public and emer-
vices are stil) wop-notch.
craping heights of some
thficld's office buildings

aside, §

have helped keep residential tax
rates low without compromising city
services, just hke 1 Farmingion
s,

The Jots aren’t as large, but many
Sauthfield neighborhoods are just as
appeaking as many o Farmington
Hills.

My old subdivision, one of South-
ficld’s otdest, was a microcesm of
metra Detroit — blacks, Jews, Chal-
deans, WASPs, Arabs, Indians,
newlyweds, old timers.,

I LIVED a stone’s throw from one
of Oakland County's most congested
intersections, 13 Mile and Seuthfield
Road.

No matter. .

Tive moment'] turned into my sub,
1 lost any sense of the nightmarish
traffic.

it was o subdivision where side-
walks made it conducive to take
nightly walks, 10 chat with neighbors
and enjoy companionship. It was a
subdivision where people matiered,
not your living room furnishings.

So as the Farmington Hills City
Council race heats up, I'd urge the
candidates to quit portraying South
field as a loser.

In Yight of the well-publicized eth-
nic clashes along Orchard Lake
RRoad last winter, and which oceur in
our schoals and subdivisions daily
sans the headhines, Farmington Hills
could learn a lot from Southficld
about eultura) harmony.

National Newspaper Week
celebrates that strong, free press
that is uniquely American, and
which, when it does its job, helps
insure a strong, free society,

the suburban markel.

The Observer & Eceentric has joined with
some other suburban papers to offer advertisers
2 mutual buy. And, on the editorial side, the Ob-
server & Eccentric has developed new sections
and directly competed with the dailies on stories
of significance to the metropolitan area such as
the crash of Northwest Fiight 255 and Pope John
Paul I's visilt to Detroit.

In addition, suburban newspapers continue
their particular mission of providing homelown
news from the city commission and school board
meetings to the award winners and promotion-
gainers in your family.

Granted, a newspaper isn’l the only way you
can get information. There is a lot of media
competition, But we've Lried to make our pages
the best way for you to be informed.

You get Tots of junk mail with advertlsing and
promotional lures, but junk mall doesn't give you
any news about your nation and .community.
Planes fall, rivers are polluted, taxes are raised,
but junk mallers never tell you.

Your city hall and school hoard are on cable
TV wilh soft-soap informational programs. But
did you ever notice how they steer clear of the
thorny zoning, administrator salary and test
score controversies? The newspaper digs out
those stories.

THE TV cameras were fast Lo the scene of the
Fllght 255 crash, But it was the newspaper that
gave the blographles — desplte 1 from
the airline — of your neighbors and fellow resi-
dents who died or lost loved ones in that crash,

Come to think of it, when anyone dies, it’s the
newspaper that carrles the obiluary that you
clip. The broadcasters don't bother with that.

It's all part of the vigorous American press
picture — and that picture includes more than
8,000 newspapers throughout the United States.

National Newspaper Weck celebrates the
strong, frec press that is uniquely American, and
which, when it does its job, helpscnsure a strong,
free soclety.

Any atlempt to chip away at that press -- par-
ticularly a step that requires government ap-
proval — weakens ugall.
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Funeral facts .
are corrected

To the cditor:

Your article appearing in the Sept.
7 issue titled, “State Regulates Fu.
peral Preplanning” contained sever-
al inaceuracics: ‘

@ The article states: “Until re-
cently, funeral and cemetery direc-
tors handled such matters their own
way, with their own rules and agree-
ments. §n July, however, the Michi-
gan Legislature enacted a law that
puts seme uniformity into such pro-
cedures.” .

‘The law was actually enacted last
December, becaming effective July
1. Prior to July 1, there was a 30-
year-old law on the books

teed and non-guaranteced — the next
error appears: “If ihe guarantecd
price contract is canceled by the
consumer, the funeral director is en-
titled 10 any surplus money in the ae-
count after the cansumer has been
refunded the amount he put into es-
crow.”

This is false. Upon cancellation,
the funera) director s obligated 10
refund @ minimum of 90 percent of
the total amount of funds in the es-
crow account, bath the original pri
cipal and any carnings or *surplus.

& *As under the guaranteed price *

contract, the funcral director is enti-
ed 10 any surplus in the escrow ac-
count under the non-guaranteed con-
tract, according to agreement forms
from the state funeral directors ase
sociatlon.”

This is aiso incorrect. The very ese

S B
preplanning of funerals. If anything,
the old lnw provided less flexibility.
Funeral directors were not permit-
ted under the old law (0 “handle such
matters bn their own way, with their
ownrules. . "

@ The article states: “Under the
(new) law, all maney prepald for fu-
neral and cemetery services must be
placed in a federally insured, Inter-
est bearing escrow account ‘until the
funeral oceurs.” .

This Is only true in regard to non-
guaranteed price comracts with re-
spect to the federally insured ace
count. And there is no requirement
that it be interest bearing, although
thls Is the normal practice.

& After discusssing the 1wo Lypes
of prefunding contracts — guaran

p— Obseruer
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Dick 1sham general manager

Rich Perlberg assisiant managing editor

Richard Brady director of advernsing
Fred Wright diector of cecufahion

sence of a R J contract
1s that while the family must make
up any deficlency, they are also enti-
ted 10 a minimum of a 90 percent
refund of any surplus in the account.
In a guaraniced contract, no money
changes hands: the funcral dircctor
may keep any surplus, but the fami-
ly is never roquired to make up any
deficiency. The “agreement forms
from the state funeral directors as-
saclation” for non-guaranteed con
tracts clearly states on the front of
he form the following:

“Surplus funds in escrow account:
1¢ the principal and income in the es.
crow accaunt at the time of the ben-

. cficiary's death exceed the price of

the goods and services customarily
charged by the funera) dircctor at

& Eccentric Newspapers

Suburbarn Communications Corp.
Philip Power chairman of the board
Richard Aginian president

the time they arc provided, a per-
centage (must be at least 90 pereent)
of the surplus of principal and in-
come in the escrow account shall be
disbursed to the buyer or to the per-
son designated by the buyer te
receive such percentage g
Richard J. Bryan,

executive director

Michigan Funeral

Directars Assoclation

Burger King:
it's defended

To the cditor:

Here we go again! Residents at
odds with Burger King (Oct. 1 issuc).
‘This story Is getting old and shauld
be put to bed ance and for all.

1 applaud Mr. Schonsheck and Mr.
Willlams for investing in our com-
munity the time and dollars needed
to improve the Burger King in our
town. Many times, the business own.
ers are blamed for the actions of our
community’s youth.

1 personally launched a dyanmic
career at that restaurant {on Grand'
River) in 1973 and as many responsl-
ble Farmington teens, I learned the
responsiblilty of my first job through
such businessmen.

1 suggest the Begers family petl-
tlon the parents of the affluent youth
in our community to regulate the
late-night actions. 1 commend this
business for developlng those that
choose to carn moncey instead of de-
pendingondad.  Frank Migtiore,

Farminglon




