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ICK AND Debby Zuccarini
recall that they almost
skipped out on the whole
arrangement. They got

the jitters and considered driving
to California, .

Instead they arrived at the Union
Street tavern in Detroit at the ap-
poinied hour and began work as
planned on a fresco mural. Artists
and curious passersby dropped by
the bar that first day,

"The {irst day was a panle,” says
Debby Zuccarinl,

The following 12 days passed
more smoothly as the hushand-wite
team finlshed the 7-by-18-foot
fresco, he as technlcian, she as art-
isl. They learned a great deal about
technique along the way and were
4 inspired to do more frescocs,

The Zuccazrinis' work, titled
nion Street Fresco,” is a series
| of images of the city, some casily
i recognized, others more obscure:

gray factorles; the Blg Dipper con-
! stellation, a guiding light of the Un-

4 derground Railway: “The Lone
} Ranger” radio show, which origi-
& nated from a studlo a few blocks
away on Woodward; Spot, the bar’s
dog-mascot. Swirling up, down and
across the Images Is a stretch of
 familiar freeway.

RICK ZUCCARINI and the own-
ers of the bar went to school to-
geiher, A eommercial palnter by
trade, he painted the building’s in-
terior for its new owners. They dls-
cusscd how (o give a Detrait loak to
the bar, which had a San Francis-
can afr.

The Zuccarinls suggested a
{resco and bar owners Tony Balsys
and Greg Gedda agreed.

Balsys and Gedda offered a wall
that Jooks out on Woodward Ave-
nue in a room off the maln section
ol the bar-restaurant. They are
also planning an informal, un-
judged gallery in the large room.
The gallery is scheduled to open
Oct. 24,

8y Brlon Lysaght
staff writer

She is 78, and she bounds up
stairs at the Detroit Institute of
Arts two at a time.

He is 77, and says simply {resco
is fun.

When Luclenne Bloch and Ste-
phen Pope Dimltroff left Detroit
last week, they left behind a newly
cleaned treasure.

This husband-wife artist tcam
was hired by the museum to clcan
Diego Rivera's “Detrolt Industry,”
a fresco they helped create 55
years ago.

In the meantime, they lectured,
gave interviews, talked of art and
recalled thelr days with Rivera,
They also refired the interest of

Images of a city
Friendship inspires ‘Union Street Fresco’

“We hope to find some good
street artists, people who can't
show thelr work anywhere else,”
said Rlek Zuccarini.

HE APPLIED five coats of spe-
clal lime plaster to the wall. The
final two coats — the fast coat Is
mixed finer than the others —
were apptled and the walt polished
in the morning before Debby Zue-
carlnl painted.

They dlvided the wall inio 11
sectlons and patnted one sectlon
cach day. Timing Is important in
fresco. The wall must be properly
prepared In order for paint to fuse
with wall. The paints are a

wdery natural pigment mixed
with disthlcd water then ground to
proper capsistency.

Debby Zucearini says she paint-
¢d about six hours each day befare
the wall became too dry.

Fresco, they say, Is difficult and
time-consuming, but also reward-

ng.

“It's a long hard process,” said
Debby, “That's why it's not popu-
lar. People want immediate
things.”

FRESCO DATES back as for as
1500 B.C., and was most popular in
the Unlted States during the 19303,
when the federal Works Progress
Admlnistration commissioned ari-
Ists to do {resco murals as part of
bullding projects. Many Detrolt
aren post offlces built during that
era {eature frescos, L

But the Zuccarinls had difficully
finding wrltten matefial on {resco.
And some of the writing they found
was incorrect. Pigments were also
difflcult to obtain, they say.

‘They got help from Stephen Pope
Dimitrolf and Luclenne Bloch, two
fresca artists who worked with Dl-
ego Rivera on “Detroit Industry”
at the Detroit Institute of Arts 55
years ago.

The Zuccarinis, who became In-
terested in fresco after hearlng a
Dimitrof{-Bloch lecture in Detroit,
telephoned their mentors  when
struggling.

some Detroit arca artists In the
form of fresco.

Bloch and Dimitroff used
sponges dipped in buckets of tap
water to clean the fresco. Dimi-
troff sald the Kresge Court was at
one time the only room In the mu-
seum for smokers, and sulfur from
the smoke was culprit for most of
the grime.

RIVERA PAINTED Dimltrofl
and Bloch in the Detroit mural. He
often painted his helpers.

‘The mural Wtself is a tribute to
workers, and perhaps a eriticism of
Industrial society.

“He believed the machine con-
trols us, not the other way around,”
Dimitroff said of the master Mexl-
can murallst. “It's true, Look at the
bomb. That's an example.”

Stephen Dimitrotf
frascoos are fun

“They were so supportlve,” said
Debby, “They said the only thing
we lacked was experience, and the
only thing experience gave was
confidence.”

As a sldetight, the Zuccarlnis
have been teaching an art class for
7- to 13-ycar-olds at Oakland Com-
munity College, where Debby

Dimitreff and Bloch take tuens
telling stories of the Detrolt days of
Rivera and Freda Kohl, the artist
and wife of Rlvera. Both are plan-
ning to write their memolrs. Diml-
troff wrote a 31-page pamphlct in
1986 (itled, “Apprentice to Diego
Rivera in Detroit.”

Dimitroff said Rivera liked to
teil a story, sometimes stretching
the truth where necessary. Dimi-
troff and Bloch would look to Kohl
to determine the accuracy of the
muralist’s storles. If the story was
true, she would nod, if untrue she
would blink.

Pope and Dimitroff found two
pepper seeds stuck to the wall high
above the ground as they werc
cleaning. They recalled that Rivera
often ate on the scaffoldlng as he

off to Californla
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The 7-by-18-foot Union Stecot Fresco features Images of Datrolt ci

works, for four years. The lded,
they say, is to teach youngsters the
Importance of creative thought.

The Union Street, 4145 Wood-
wand, will host an opening for
the fresco and gallery Saturday,
Qct. 24, beginning at 5 p.
Phone the tavern at 831-3965.

‘Detroit’ gets a going-over

painted and loved peppers.

POPE WAS born in Switzerland
and met Rlvera in New York. She
is a palnter and sculptor and met
Dimitrolf in New York, The pair
have painted 55 murals, including
18 frescos. On the {rescos, he pre-
pares the walls that Pope paints,
just as he did with Rivera. Dimi-
troff was born In Bulgaria but
grew up In Flint and worked for a
time En an auto factory.

Of their work, he sald: “We do
this because it's a lot of fun. When
we get a fresco, It's play.”

They were lnvited to teach and
create a fresco at Californla col-
lege this menth. Their friends In
Detrolt are irying to organlze a
show or fresco commlssion for the
palr here tn Detroit.

BILL BRESLER/stafi photographer

Rick and Deb Zuccarini hope to have a flourishing art gallery In
the room of the Union Street tavern where they painted a mu-
ral.

The Zuccarinis, who became
interested in fresco after hearing a
Dimitroff-Bloch lecture in Detroit,
telephoned their mentors when
struggling. ‘They were 8o supportive.’
—Debby Zuccarini




