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Giving recital

Elsa Hilger, near-legendary principal
cellist of the Phildelphia Orchestra,
1935-1989, will glve a benefit recital at 4
p.m. Sunday at High Meadows Estate,
2851 Casey Road, Metamora. Jolning
her in the program of Bruch, Faure,
Bach, Persichetti and Tchatkovsky will
be Catherine Merena Baird, native De-
troiter and University of Michigan Mu-
sic School graduate, Tickets, $10, and
directions are svailnble through the
sponsor, Clarkston Conscrvatory, §25-
3840,{days), 678-2549 (evenings).

Miniature makers mark ‘Dream’ week

“Come Drea with Us™ is the theme of the
first National Dellhouse and Mintature Week,
Oct 10-17. The Miniature Makers' Warkshop,
1315 N. Woodward, Royal Oak, will be cele]
1@ all week and is hosting the annual Wee Bees”
Miniature Show Oct. 16-18. Hours are 10 a.m. to
4 pan. Friday and Saturday. and neon to 4 on
Sunday.

Tncluded in the exhibition are dollhouses, fur-
nishied with scaled mnatures, room boxes with
both comemporary and traditional themes, col-
Teetible minatures. hand crafted by recognized
artists and dulls tuade o seale.

An imaginative rooin seiting. in which the art-
1st. Betsie Robinson of Birmingham, has placed

«d and painted clowns; a
collection of miniature horses, with intricately

tooled Jeather bridles, pulling sleighs or car-
riages: and an ald time miniature traveling pup-
pet theater are among the treasures on display.

Twelve-year-old Melissa Welther has several
picces of necdlepoint and plastle canvas furnl-
ture she made In the show. Her mother, Sue, s a
charter member of the Wee Bees.

The Wee Bees, a local chapter of N.AME.
(National Association of Minlature Enthusiasts),
is a non-profit organization. The admission
charge is $1.50.

A portion of the money collected will go to the
club’s 1987 philanthropic endeavor, the Adam
Walsh Fund. In addition, the Wee Bees offer
theic services to various muscums and institu-
tions, using thelr expertise to refurbish
dollhouses and displays. For information, call
549-0633,
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German-American Day — Ja!

By C.L. Rugenstein
specinl writer

Ialians have Columbus Day, the Irish have St. Patrick’s.
Now the first G Amerlcan Day, \zing con-
tributions made to American life and culture by Americans of
German descent, has come to pass.

1t was Tuesday, but while the day was celebrated by com-
munlty leaders and p Tocally at the Cha-
tcau, {formerly the German-American Cultural Center), the
day probably passed unmarked for many German-Americans.

Part of the rcason for that is its Illmlng. Passing of the jolnt

* ens, Ricgles and Gerhard Mennen Williamses.

Michigan's German heritage is well representated in the
auto industry by men like the late Walter Reuther and UAW
president Owen Bleber,

Other names of German origin stand out in Michigan’s his-

-

ory.

For his contributlens Lo the civli and political life of the city
as well as his work in medicine, Dr. Hermann Kiefer has a
hospital named in his honor. Few people realize that Ham-
tramck, heart of Detroit’s Polish community, was named af.
ter a German. The parents of Col. John Francls Hamtramck,
first governor of Hamtramek in 1812, halled from Treves in
the d.

resolution [n August caught 's German
off guard,
“Many of (he clubs were on hlatus,” explained Knut Botg\.
the

Frankenmuth, one of Michigan's favorite tourist altractions
noted for its German heritage, was founded In 1848 by Ger-
man les to the Chippewa Indians.

publisher-editor of Michigan's second oldest
Detroiter Abend-Post. “It takes time 1o put together a pro-
gram and many people were out of town then.”

Also, for the moment, German-American Day is a one-time
cvent. Backers of the resolution, including U. S. Rep. Tom
Luken, D-Ohio, and U.S. Senators Richard Lugar, R-Ind, and
Donald Riegle, D-Dich., have to take the proposal back to
Congress and have It proclaimed an annual event,

There are other reasons, however, that many Amerlcans of
German descent failed to mark the day. The case with which
many German lmmigrants assimilated to Amerlcan life is one
of them.

“A LOT OF peaple, especially the Germans, came from
Furope because they wanted to start @ new life,” Beth sald.
#and the Germans never had a problem with the language;
they learned English very fast, and therefore spread out.”

“German-Americans are not joiners, not ethnically minded
like the Italians or Pollsh added Ingrid Grotlow of the
Abend-Post's circulation department. “They scem to 1ike to
blend into the woodwork, to be one of many.”

Part of that desire for anonymity is 2 direet result of two
world wars, Beth said.

«Retween the wars I have heard that a Yot of Detroit's judg-
cs and p { were Amerl ** he sajd. “But
with World War 11, that all changed: Germans were the enemy
agaln.”

They felt that they shouldn't be fnvolved in politics, Beth
explained, 5o they held back.

The trend continues to the present, according to Beth. There
is much representation of German-American young people in
thie fivlds of business and educatlon, but very few future Luk-

THE FIRST GERMAN settler to Michigan did not arrive
wiilingly, however. Michael Yax came here via Kentucky as
an Indlan captive in 1720 and was ransomed by the French
commander of Detroit. His family was granted land in what Is
now the Grosse Pointes where many Yax descendants re-
malned into the 1960s.

But German immigratlon seemed to peak at the turn of this
century and then begin to dwindle. Beth cites this as another
faclor In the diminished interest In their heritage by young
German-Americans.

“The peaple are dying away and there are no more coming
to replace them," Beth sald. Most of the young people become
Americanized qulckly ke their predecessors and lose Interest
In the German cultural community.

Clubs 1lke Detroit's second largest German Club, Carpathia,
try to counter this with programs geared to thelr youth. Falk
dance groups, soccer clubs and cholrs are some actlvities they
offer,

Beth said plans are being developed to encourage more
young Amerleans of German descent to consider taw and poli-
tics as a profession. The German-American Cultural Center

b to a student program between Wayne
State University and the University of Munlch.

But should the day become an annual eccurrence after this
year, the German community will be ready for It, Beth
promised.

After alt, German-Americans are no different {rom any
other ethnic group when it comes to cnjoying a party — espe«
clally when it's in their honar.
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THE RAVINES/ONE ACRE WOODED LO

brick Tudot affering forms! dining
sir, kitchen with breakfast nook,
replace and aitached gatage. This home offees
PLAN and is great fof enternaining, $139,000

FARMINGTON HILLS
This quad-level home frarures 4 bedrooms, 2% buby with family
room plus fireplace located on & quice sireet, this home overlooks
fatge treed hack yard. Close 10 schools, swim and tennis cluh,
$132,000 (F-301) B3 14400

H D P O
Large spacious beick home, 4 bedrooms, 2% baths, large family
tonen with gas fireplace, bullt-ia bookshelves 10d new carpeting.
ous master sulte with adjolalng aursery, walk-In closet and full
2% car attached garage. $84,500 (L281) 647-6400

BEAUTIFUL COLONIAL

Great curb appest! Ths 3 bedroom, 2% bath Colanial has family
i exl Giteplace, fiest floor lsundey, library and two car

ge. A real family home! §137,700 {B-28

REDFORD
INMEDIATE OCCUPANCY it offered on this well maintsined
brick ranch with awached garage. This hame is located In an excels
Jent famity area and features 144 bathy, ceateal air. astural fireploce,
havement and sprinkling system, $74.900 (We142) $37-6700

COTTAGE STYLE CHARM
ts ane of the fearures of this tatelully decotated 3 bedroom Eaglith
Tudor located in Measant Ridge. Complerely updated kitchen, fos:
mal dining room, fireplaced living toom, fimily rom, Additional
inwulation, bascment and garsge. Estra deep backyard and more.
$83,900 {H.006) 347-2000
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