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Business of America

Doorstep drama yields a summons

1f life can be likened to a pinball
machine, It seemed to be on “till"”
last week. Maybe |t was because of a
full moon. Perhaps the over-lapping
of baseball, football and hockey sea-
sons can be blamed, It could even be
that there was an after-cifeet from
all the huffing and puffing during
eight days in the rarefled alr of the
high Sierras.

For whatever rcason,

tloas scemed to take weird turns In-
stead of staylng in their neat, order-
1y and predictable rut.

For Instance, possibly influenced
by the argument over Judge Robert
Bork, our marchlng and chowder so-
ciety, which often gathers at the hap-
py hour, became entangied one af-
ternoon in a hypothetical protocol is-
sue.

Out of nowhere one of the troops
wondered atoud whether the chies
Justice of the Unlied States Suprcme
Court or the nation's altorney gener-
al should be seated at the head of the

table if two of them were (0 join us

for dinner. You can sce that we get
Into some pretty deep stuff in these
dlscussions.

We left it up to Creon Smith, our
house expert in these matters, and
he restored sanity by saying that if
the necessity arese, he would move
us all to a round table and seat the
two gentlemen from Washington
side by side. It [s doubtful that he
will be put to such trouble,

Of more meaningful significance
was a query from a couple of more
elderly members, asking for sugges-
tlons as to what to do with their
spare time row that the goll scason
is on the wane. Although they
scoffed, T suggested they become
part-time process servers and make
an hanest buck or two. -

It's a tremendous conversational
teap %0 go from the two foremost le-
gal tigures in the land (o the oft-
maligned role of process server in
ane sitting, but 1 was speaking from
experlence In saylng It's not bad
duty. Beslde the fecs and mllecage
rates, It teaches a person local geog-
raphy while staying on the right side
of the law.

1t you're one of the unlniliated,
among the numerous deflnitions of
the word "process” is that of *a writ-
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ten or to appear
In a court of law.” My dlctionary

also says a process server ks a “a
persan who serves summonses, sub-
poenas, etc.”

Simple, eh?

On the surface, it sounds as though
all you need to do is fInd an attorney
who needs same papers served, ring
a few doorbells and hand the subpoe-
nas to the happy reciplents, fill out
the proper proof of service forms
and plck up you check. Any legally
competent adults, male or female,
can be retained for this purpose.

But perhaps I have a tendency to
oversimplify and won't get Into pro-
visions -regarding service by mail.
Nor will I enlarge upon the moods
adopted by recipicnts other than
happy.

Please understand that 1 am
speaking only of civil cases, not
criminal matiers, but even then, re-
luctance to accept service may be
encountered, particularly In contest.
ed divorce suits. So keep your wits
aboul you and park your car where
you can exit in a hurry.

1t's a field 1 discovered during once
of the carcer interruptions and beats
trying lo sell used cars.

After proper identity Information
as to plaintiff and defendant, plus
courl address and nature of the ac-
tion, a Mlchlgan summons and com-
plaints starts with the words; "“NO-
TICE TO THE DEFENDANT: In the
name of the peaple of the state of
Michigan you are notified: 1, You are
belng sued.”

There is more, but that suffices to
show you that now and then plan on
a reaction of shock.

Most anyone who has performed
this legal function many times can
relate some interesting, off-beat ex-
periences. My friends didn't take me
serfously, but It would broaden thelr
horlzons if they did and thus discov-
ered human drama at thelr doorstep.

is educating youth

THIS MORNING I did
important — something lasting. It
made my blood surge. For a few
valuable minutes I was able to reach
out to the future and talk with those
who would be Its leaders — or may-
be its victims.

1t was a greal fecling.

Invited by the Troy Chamber to
speak at Its youth-business sympasi-
um, 1 talked with a group of high
school senfors about taking career
risks — a subject close to my heart.

The true risks, you sce, are much
different from the traditionally ac-
cepted one of falling off the corpo-
rate ladder.

‘Today's middle class society puts
a lot of emphasis on that ladder. And
that’s a shame.

I it were smarter, soclety would
tear it down and replace it with a
backpack. Each of us could become
explorers who dare to veer off the
path of medloerity onto a trall of
personal and pr ! discovery.

tlon should be the most important
item on everyone's agenda.

Most of us know that, but we've
set it adrift. Instead, we've optled to
build expensive vocational institu-
tions that churn out students more
concerned about SAT scores than
learning and graduates who worry
more about “making It" than chipp-
ing in to make for a better communi-
ty.

Now, It takes more than Hp ser-
vice to get this message across. And
while money is cssentlal, it takes

THAT WAS the gist of my talk.
And I wouldn't have missed doing it
for a moment.

You see, the business of America
really Isn't business, It's educatlon,
And dealing effectively with educa-

evep stronger.

We need to change our basic pre-
cept of what It Is we want education
todo for us.

That was the message left by Pro-
fessor Douglas Heath during a re-
cent four-day conference 10 a group

of edi and students at a semi-
nar on the future of education, spon-
sored by the Birmingham schoo! dls-
trict. )

What schools need to do Ls help
students become happy, healthy and
psychologically fulfilled ndults.
Wow, ii's been a long time since,
we've heard that kind of talk. B

Instead, he says, most students
slmply are bored. High schools, hel
says, need a “compelling vision” for;
the future.

"The central message of liberal
education is to educate for charac-,
ter,” he says. :

IN MANY cases we have falled?
Whether il be poor district or rich,
we have failed to use our education-
al institutions to instill values that
demonstrate an obligation to serve
rather than take from society. :

Recently author Douglas Frantz
visited Detroit to 1alk about insider
trading. He warns that many more
Wall Street types will soon become
vippies {young indicted profession-
als) — people who illegally manipu-
late the stock market to boost their
own fortunes.

Yet we continue to emphasize the
acquisition of monetary wealth as
the ultimate American goal.

Now that is a certain folly.

Testing mania seems short on substance

THIS IS ONLY a test,

You may remember the days
when tests were designed to see If
yau knew the answer. Nowadays,
they are being promoted as the an-
swer {o problems such as drug
abuse, educatlona) competency and
personnel selections.

You may not be worried about this
trend, but maybe you should be,

Oakland County commilssioners,
for Instance, recently passed a reso-
lution that wlli require deputy appli-
cants to take psychological and drug
tests. No problem there, right? You
don't want a cocaine-crazed cop car-
rying a Colt .45, do you?

A state Senate committee has en-

dorsed a bill that would require high
school students to pass a reading
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compelency test before they can get
an “endorsed” diploma. Again, how
can you argue that one? No student
should be given a diploma If he can't
read It.

Another state legistator Is pushing
a blli that would allow any employer
10 glve random drug tests. That may
strike you as somewhat intrusive, cs-
peclally If you are used to using the

Think of it

restroom in privacy. But look at it
this way: Do you want to share the
road with a king

psychological tests, the results of
which they would publish. and to
d d

marij
truck driver?

50 IT ALL makes sense, right?’
The tests provide some protection
for honest folk, and they don't pose a
threat unless you've got something
1o hide.

take rug tests? After
all, we who live by their decrees
should have some assurance that
clected officials do what they do on
purpose and not because their minds
were altered.

Ditto for state legislators. They
should volunteer for random drug
testing, i 1

Well, that line of is
stuffed with sausage, which Is the
other thing besides laws that you are
not supposed to watch belng made.

1t all thls testing is such a good
thing, you would think that the bod-
les proposing the testing would serve
as a good example.

‘Why don't all of the Qakland Coun-
ty commissioners volunteer to take

ar or
alcohol use. They should also indi-
cate how many lobbyist-paid drinks
a year they consume. What's the
problem, as long as they have nothe
ing to hide?

WHILE WE are at R, let’s have
competency tests for lawmakers.
Reading would be a start. But seelng
the way they balance budgets. a

math test wouldn't hurt. Then maybe
we could test them on the Constitu-
tion. See what they know about the
Bill of Rights.

It's not that drug use and educa-
tiona) incompelency are trivial is-
sues unworthy of concern. But thls
testing mania often appears to be
more style than substance.

Besldes, there are other less
flashy, more difficult ways to face
the problems. One cxample: Why
should reading tests be required for
graduation? H the schools — the
teachers, principals, superintendents
and school boards — were doing
their jobs, how many students who
couldn’t read would be high school
senfors in the first place?

‘That's not a trick question.

Sometimes redecorating takes mose than a
little imagination. Somelimes it takes a sale!
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When you're a member ‘ovaeallh Alliance Plan, you get comprehensive and hassle-free

health care without ever getting a doctor's bill, . . .
because HAP helﬁ)s keep your body running smoothly b covenng everything from
offers you more

That's
routine office visits to hospitalization to lab tests to maternity care.
thgn 1,600 physicians at 23 medical centers, 18 area hospitals
and hundreds of individual doctor’s office locations.

So health care is always nea‘x;gr.

For more information, call 872-8100. And learn all of
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LIVONIA
the reasons why your human body deserves to be covered 18700 MIDOLEBELT NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
by Health Alliance Plan, Your health deserves the hest. . A 1:00-5:00 P.M.

From a single chair, to a sleep sofa and
recliner, 1o an entire coordinated room,
Ethan Allen will help you select
furnishings that let you express your
own laste. We'll even come 10

your hame, complimentary.

Come to Ethan Allen today, and
yau’ll lind decorating ideas on
dining rooms and coordinates
as limiltess as your
imagination. Al prices that
make the ditierence.

Ask for your complimentary
copy of the Treasury —
240 pages fillod with
dramalic room sellings
and decoraling ideas.

Lawsan Sieep Sofa

(QueenSazo) . ....... 899 50 779.50
Chippandalo Aecliner  627.50 559.50
Rectangular End Table  598.75 499,75
Brass Cotumntamp. .. 179.75 98.75
Butler's Tray Tabte .... 469.75 319.75

Georgetown Manor
an Ethan Allen cattery




