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indoctrinated
Western visitor finds Soviets unfriendly,

Nomadic traveler
gives impressions

cigarette on Shanghal’s crowded

By Jo Oakland Cable Com-
atoff writer ml‘nlau's community access Chan-

pel 12. B A

An elderly woman sporting a red . . i
arm band siapped him on the hand, AFTER AN 18-day tour around
wrole bim a ticket and collected the world featuring the : largest
the fine on the spot. communist countries In the world,
The man she slapped was an  China and the Soviel Union, Miller’
American traveler who, in a cw s bubbling with storles that bring
tomary manner, stamped oot bis both countrics into focus,

streets,

Just before reaching the Finnish
border, Soviet soldlers boarded the
traln, inspecting the compariments
of the travellng Americans (o en-
sure they were not taking money

out of the country.

"Tense moments passed. After the
Americans’ passporis  — taken
when they arrived in the Soviet Un-
fon — were returned and the train
hobbled across the border, a sigh of
rellef could almost b heard.

"“The differ- J "
ence — {ohit the .
free world. You ’ ”
get into Finland W e e
and cverybody - y
commen - o
even . the traln et
e |0

T it's

a breath of fresh WJ P
alr,” sald‘Helga Heiga
Miller, a tour.dl- -~ Milier

rector _for the Nomads alr travel

TV travelpgue, “Around the World
with Helga !\Qlller." which alrs on

<same regordless of the country

. get an idea of what peopte aré real-

club. Lo
_§he also Is (be host of the cable. !

sharper

The {irst international stop for
Miller was China — Shanghal, Su-
shou, Beljlng (formerly Peking).
The followlng week o the Soviet
Unlon was split between Moscow
- Lenl: d. The next. stops
::rs Helsink!, Stockholm' and

me. -

As trip director for 68 travelers,
Miller bit 2li the usual tourlst
spots. But sbe also Ukes to take ber
trips a step further. With lodgings
in. renowned interpational hotel
chalns, which are practically the

they're in, iU's difflcult to get a re-
allstic view, Miller said. “

“ like to get right in among the
people, behind the facades. Llike to

1y like,” Mller 3ald. o

And no doubt she dig just: ibat.
She witnessed the fear, apprehen-
sion and suspicion that appavently
grips the Russlan people. And to
her pleasant surprise, she experl-

By Joanne Msliszowski
stall writer

UARDS AT the hotel's front
door wouldn't have allowed
the woman In. Not that she
tried. She knew better.

One of the couples traveling with
Helga Miller's Nomads around-the-
world trip wanted to see a cousin v
ing In Moscow. They would never
have guessed that sceing her was an
impossibility.

“This lady was not allowed to
come to the hotel” said Miller, a
Farmington Hills resident and teip
direetor for the Nomads traveling
club.

Shortly after that incident, Miller
had yet anather opportunity to wit-
ness the apparent fear that grips
many Sovict citizens.

‘From our hotel, you
could look out at what |
would call the slums.
But they are their
apartment buildings.
Théy look like cheap
hotels.’
— Helga Miller
Farmington Hills

An Enplish-speaking young man
told Miller he always wanted to goto
Leningrad, which was the next desti-
nation for Miller and her 68-member
+raveling group. Just a5 Miller was
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The € dral of Our Savior in the Andronikov Monastery in

enced a warmer, ‘more P
and optimistic people in Chin, - -
“I can’t remember peoplé smil-
ing at all” Milier sald, recalling
her week 'in the Soviet Unlon.

map courtesy Rang McHatly Famity World Atlas

This map shows the location of the Soviet Union within Eura-

Receptive
Chinese charm American tourists

** By Joanne
. staif writer

The Soviet Union may never again
:- appear on onc of Helga Miller's trip
-~ itineraries. But China will.
" “There's so much to see and ex-
» plore. I'd go back in a minute," said
* Miller. following her first trip to
- communist China.
. Difficult as it is not to compare
. China and the Soviet Unlon because
of the communist rule, Miller had an
cqually difficolt tme finding simi-
* larity between the two Jarge nations.
Instead, Miller was forced to re-
* mind herself that indeed China was
yet another comrunist stronghold.
“In China, they seem to make the
best of it. They try to be happy. The
soclety still appears backward but
China did seem more advanced than

Russta,” she said.
= In the rice paddles, human labor,
<+ rather than machinery, still rules the
dny. Sweat shops with poor ventlla-
tion are common. Consumer goods
are still Juxuries. But Miller left Chi-
na with a more uplifting feeling than
she had in the Soviet Union.

The Chinese people charmed Mil-
ter and her travelers. Where In the
Soviet Union Miller found the people
uniricndly and suspicious, the Chi-
nese couldn't have been more receps
tive and kind, Miller sald.

AS IN THE Sovlet Unlon, Miller
took a step beyond the (ourist spots
and world-class hotels to sce what
life is really like. She visited the
slums, a commune, a medical clinke,
a school, an Oriental carpet mill and
a silk factory.

In the slums where people lived in
nothing mare than huts and shared a
communal outkonse, Miller gave the
children balloons. She did the same
when she visited a school where the
children were as exclted to meet her
as she was to be there.

Greellng her was the students”
Chinese  rendition of *Old
McDonald™ as @ 4-ycar-old played
the plano. “Children are cherished,”
Miller satd, most likely because
large families are discouraged by
the government“If you have ever
seen the number of people in China,
you'd understand thal.”

Another pleasant surprise came
=% during her visit to a commune,
2 which Miller expected would be
cpressing. She found just the oppo-
b
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“We visited a house that a couple
bought on thelr own in the com-
mune," she sald.

By American standards it was

XA
WY

1 22 simple with its concrete floors and

4n China, they seem to make the best
of it. They try to be happy. The society
still appears backward but China did
seem more advanced than Russia.’

— Helga Miller
Farmington Hills
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This map shows the proximity of the Soviat Union to China.

cement walls, But more important.
ly, the house belonged to the couple,
who had decorating plans and were
saving moncy to make Improve:

ments,

FREE ENTERPRISE aiso could
be found To make extra moncy to
buy the tléngs they want, residents
are allowed to sell their handlwork,
such as a haed-crocheted pullover,
which Miller boaght. “The things we
conslder necessivies, these people
consider luxurles.”

As In the Sovlet Union, American
dollars are very impottant. Students
asked Mlller and her iravelers for
dollars, “They openly say, 'Keep Chi-
na green,' " she said. .

China's opening of lo ngtime closed
doars to the western world are evi-
dent. Kentucky Fricd Chicken and
McDonald’s fast-food restaurants
can be found. Clothing and musc
styles, particularly nmum;l the

m|

mined to Improve their lives by
learning new skills, Milter said.
Rather than a paycheck, the incen-
tive to become a professional is in
receiving a better job with better
surroundings — air conditioning, a
nice desk. Al professlons appear o
merit equal status, except physicians
get a car for house calls, Miller con-

tinued.

THE ENVSRONMENT that Miller
experlenced in the Soviet Unlon was
dull compared to what she saw in
China, Shanghal with its approxi-
mately 14 milllon people was rela-
tively clean and colorful consldering
(he multitudes. But there are bley-
cles galore. “They are so adept at
dodging each other.”

Not all Miller saw was inviting. A
medical clinic she visited bothered
her because of the unclean surround-
ings. The same cotton ball was used
for several people who were recelv-
in ati And while watch-

young, also are ) Ita-
tive of western society, Miller sald.
The emphasis for Chinese workers
is not a paycheck. In a visit to a silk
factory, Miller spoke with young
women who altend school at night.
Skilled In minutely detailed handi-
work — a rare skill in western coun-
tries today — the women are detere

L3
ing an acupuncture procedure, she
noticed that the patients used the
same dirty mat o lay on, Miller

said.

{ wouldn't go to one of these cln-
fes.” she sald. “It was not very clean,
and I'm being kind In my asscss-
ment.”

Moscow is an example of some of the beautitul architecture in
the Soviet Union. In her second trip to the communist nation.
Farmington Hills resident Helga Miller noticed a renewed inter-
est in preserving the centurles-old architecture.

LIGHT WHERE YOU WANT IT

Brighten corners and dim spots
in your home quickly and
easily with Chapman adjustable
solid brass floor lamps.
Double shaft extends from
34 to 53''; 360 degree shade
rotation; touch control with
three light levels. Beveled
base. Bell or swirl shaped
shades. Each. §162.

Jacobson’s

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Untit 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday.

Wednesday and Saturday




