Barbara

- AL Michals

Nancy Gurwin, talented cast
sparkle in ‘Gypsy’ at JCC

© Performances of “Gppay,” pre-
sented by Nancy Gurwin Produc-
vions and the Jewish Cormunity
Center, continue through Sunday,
Oct. 25, ut the center in West

Bloomfiell. For reservations call *

661-1000.
By Barbara Michals
spacial writer

«.True (o lts theme song “Let Me
Entertala You," the Nancy Gurwin
production of “Gypsy"” at the Jewish
€bmmunity Center is a highly enter-
Laining show, filled with talented
periormers and great songs.
~‘The Jule Steln-Stephen Sondheim
Tusical is the blography of famed
#lriptease artist Gypsy Rose Lee (Al-
n Mould} and her domineering
ﬂage mather, Rose (Nancy Gurwin).
~:Gypsy, originally known as Louise,
grew up In vaudeville, playing the
gont end of a dancing cow In her sis-
fer, June's, sccond-rate act. June
flisa Andres), with her long, blond
inglets, Is the one Mama ls deler-
‘mined to make Into a star, white
-gangly Louise is largely ignored.
¥3hen June eventually elopes, Mama
‘lecls compelled to try and turn her
Femaining ugly duckling inlo a swan,

“Gypsy” ls the kind of old-fash-
joned muslcal where nearly every
song i3 memorable and humable,
With her usual enormous vitallty,
Gurwin belts out "Some People,”
“You'll Never Get Away from Me,"
“Everything’s Coming Up Roses”
and “Together Wherever We Go*
and softens for a pleasing rendition
of “Small World.”

GURWIN'S MAMA Rose is In the
classic stage-mother mold: foud,
pushy, obnoxious. Yet ter cndless
pluckiness s endearing as she holds
her raglag vaudevllle act together
against countless setbacks.

As Gypsy, Mould is a delight. She
Is touching as the awkward, neglect-
ed teenager, then blossoms into a
palsed star, Her strong, clear volce
20los on the plaintlve “Little Lamb,”
belis out “Let Me Entertaln You™
and holds Its own In several ensem-
ble numbers.

Andres is a perky June, patiently
enduring her mother's atlempts to
keep her a juvenile forever, Like
Mould, she demonstrates good song
and dance skills throughout, espe-
ciaily in the amusing duet "1f Mama
Were Married.”

Gary Lee Temple is effective as
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Hlerbie, the family's boaking agent
and Mama's perpetually forbearing
boylriend. Temple makes good use
of hls expressive face as well as his
accomplished vocal skills.

Several supporting glayers do ex-
ceptionally fine work. Danny
Gurwin, one of the chorus boys In the
vaudeville act, does a very polished
sang-and-dance routine in “All I
Need Is the Girl.” Young Alicia Hol
brook has a streng stage presence, a
dazzling smile and good iapping
skills as Baby June, while young
Sara Denawetz is appropriately win-
some and awkward as Baby Louise.

Jean Garringer as Tessle Tura and
Rita Jury as Mazeppa are amusingly
convincing and dynamic.

UNDEN DIRECTOR Edgar A.
Guest 111, musical director Barbara
Anne Gowans and choreographer
Valerie Mould, "Gypsy" showcases
its talented cast to maximum advan-
tage.

Barbara Michals teaches high
school Engtish and journatism in
Southficld, A theater eritic for the
lust 13 years, she is un inveterate
playgoer who regularly catches
up on ofl the New York produe-
tions
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Avon Players have a good time
with Roman days in ‘Forum’

Performances of the Avon
Playhouse production of “A Fun-
ny Thing Happened on the Way
to the Forum” continue through
Saturday, Oct. 24, in Rochester
Hills. For ticket information cail
656-1130.

By Frank Hursley
speclal writer

Avon Players has launched its
40th season with a promising staging
of the zapy, musical comedy, “A
Funny Thing Happened on the Way
10 the Forum" 5

A touch of additional polish is
needed 1o enhance he start of the
group's “ruby” vear. No doubt this
will come about as the players gain
the benefit of additienal perfor-
mances.

Regardless, it is evident thal the
performers have a rattling good
time romping through the play’s an-
tic humor. What with the chance en-
counters, mistaken identities and
witty quips, the comedy becomes
more suggestive of a Feydeau farce
than the presentation of a typlcal
Roman day 200 years before the
bashing of the Christians.

‘The hook by Burt Stevelove and
Larry Gelbart combines with catehy
music and Iyrics of Stephen Son-
gheim. to unleash a host of outland-
ish situations staffed by an array of
bizarre characters. Joyce Contruc-
¢i’s direction allows the players to
take advantoge of the comedy’s
style. for a grand, humerous sprec
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WATERFRONT RESTAURANT
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of the Caribbean
Year-Round
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suggesting that perhaps the Romans
were nol 5o somber after all.

Largely, the characters are s si-
phoned mixture endowed with singu-
lar conceits and devices bouncing off
one another's asplrations and result-
ing in a merry carnival of occur
rences. Central to them all is the lov-
able slave, Pseudolus. It is his mast-
crminding of a scheme o free
himself {rom bondage that sets off a
lively whirlwind,

JERRY MCCRAY'S colorful, rous-
ing portrayal is a study in the art of
tactal contortlons and swift verblage
reacting 1o the complications of
checkered predicaments. That 15
what has made Pscudolus one of the
treasured characters of musical
comedy.

an array of other talent Is dis-
played by Jon Katz (Hysterium),
Judy Privasky (Domina) and Kim
Monterosso (Miles), as well as Dave
Parkes (Lycus), Jarvis Lamb (Erro-
nius) and RRay Contruccl (Senex).

John Stageman as Hero and Ei-
leen Kent as Priltia provide a bit of
romance and sing @ touching duet.
The stage is also endowed with an
assortment  of  hewitching  cour-
tesans.

Facudes of houses on a well
conceived Romun street were de-
signed by George Gyde, and music is
under the direction of Paula D'Am-

brosio.

Frank Hursley of Birmmgham,
a sales enginecr by profession, is
a lungtime theater buff.
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2 Great

Broadway !ylusicals
~ Michigan Opera Theatre

David DiChiera, General Directar - * . -

October 23-
November 14
4 weeks only!
One of the great musical experiences! Journay with
Everyman's hero, Don Quixote, in his quest 1o drearmn
*“The Impassible Dream.” Featuring television and
opera stars Richard Fredricks and Chris Callen.
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Prime Rib Dinner $9.95

Our 12-14 pound choice prime ribs of beef
are seasoned, seared and slowly roasted. We'll
carve a thick juicy slice exactly to your order and
serve with homemade soup or salad, a baked
: polato and fresh baked whole wheal bread.

Prime tib is jusl one of the many good reasons
why you should visit us soon.
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Enter into the exotic and sensucus world of the
Arabian nights, complete with harem girls who
will entice you with their special charms! The
opulent sp on stage is d
soma of the world’s most beautitul music,
including “Stranger in Paradisg™ and “Baubles,
Bangles and Beads." Statring Broadway artists
Boverly Lambert and David Chaney.

At the Fisher Theatre. Tickets from $10 to $40.

Call (313) 874-SING TODAY!

. Hudson's and AAA outiets at 432-6666.
For great discounts on group tickets call Nikki at 874

Rrservations Accepted.

355 East Maple Rd
Tray, £59.5060

27522 Northwestetn Hwy,
Southtield, 350-3452

17050 Lautel Park Dr., 8.
Lavonta, 5914145
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