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Cameras, tapes County garden honors vets
come to Oakland iz

A 20-foot sculpture will be- the
centerplece of a Veterans Memorial
Garden that will go up in the Oak-
1and County Scrvice Center complex
in Pentlac.

It's Oakland's “efficial tribute to
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By Tim Richard

stafl writer

. The great camera experiment
starts today, 32 months early,

+ Qakland County courtrooms will
be open to news cameras, TV camer-
as and news tape recorders for the
first time.

Chief Circuit Judge Richard D.
Kuhn 1akes the approach that any
problems can be discussed and
worked out.

*Our mutual cooperation will vltl-
mately serve to enhance the public's
understanding and awareness of the
legal system,” Kuhn told cditors, re-
porters and photographers in a brief-
ing last week.

THE MICHIGAN Supreme Court
In August announced that on Feb, 1
all state courts of record — exclud-
ing juvenile division of probate
courts — could permit electronic
and photographic news coverage.

The high court then cxpanded its
order to allow Oakland and four
smaller courts 1o start Oct. 15 on an
experimental basis. Other experl-
mental counties arc Ingham, Grand
Traverse, Marquette and Wexford.

. The experlment covers not only
Oakland's 14 circuit Judges but its
probate {non-juventle cases) and dis-
trict courts as well.

Most attention is likely o be
focused on circuit courts, where ma-
jn;‘ criminal cases and civil suits are
tried.

TRAFFIC PROBLEMS may
arlse.

The order sets a limit of two video
cameras per courtroom, but the
metro Detroit market has five TV
stations.

The stations must “make their
own peoling arrangements without
calling upon the court to medlate
any dispute relating to those ar-
rangements.” I they fall to work out
a deal, “the judge shall not permit
the use of film or clectronic media
coverage.”

Ingham County could have traffic
problems, too, because many public
cases affecling state government
are tried there.

The order places a limit of two
press photographers per courtroom.

courts today

Judge Richard Kuhn
‘mutual cooperation’

They in turn are limited to two cam-
eras aplece and twao lenses per cam-
cra. Because press photographers
can mave In and out unobtrusively,
cven though the rule limits them to
“fixed position,” they appear less
lkely to have problems.

THE HIGH court order makes it
casy o shut down cameras and re-
corders.

Cameras and tapes must be shut
down at the demand of a crime vic-
tim, 2 witness, the parent or guardi-
an of a minar witness.

A prosccutor may object to plc-
1ures on behalf of a witness,

‘The judge has a duty to remind
witnesses that cameras and iapes
are in the courtroom — a procedure
likely to increase the aumber of re-
quests for no pletures.

The media must apply for court
permission to cover a case. But if a
Jjudge says no, the news agency has
no right (o appeal to a higher court.

No coverage of “bench conference
es" between Jawyers and the judge Is
allowed. Nor may jurors be showa.

Williams wins U.S.
pact, loses in court

1t was a good-bad news week for
Whlliams International Corp., the de-
fense contractor In Commerce
Townshlp. It won another defense
contract but lest a state Supreme
Court declsion involving punishment
of antl-nuclear protesters,

US. Sen, Carl Levin, D-Mich., an-
nounced Willlams received a $5 mil-
fion contract for continued work on
new chemical protection and clectrl-
cal generaling systems for armored
vehicles,

“Added In committee at Levin's
request,” said a2 news release from
the senator’s office.

Tt was one of elght items affecting
Michigan in the new defense budget
approved by the US. Senate. Two
other items affect industry: $707
million for the M-1A1 tanks to be
bullt n Warren; $14 miltion for KMS

- Fusion Inc. of Ann Arbor. The others
were funds for military instaliations.

THE STATE Supreme Court, in 2
4-3 deciston, reversed Oakland Cir-
cult Judge James Thorburn's decl-
ston involving anti-nuclear marchers
jalled for contempt for actaivity at
the Williams plant on W. Maple west
of Haggerly roads.

The marchers — Covenant for
Peace and others — for yecars have
demonstrated ot the gates of the
plant where englnes for low-flying
cruise missiles are made.

In a case brought by Williams,
Judge Thorbuen In 1984 found the
marchers I clvi] contempt, Issued 3
permanent injuction agalnst
trespassing and obstructing the gate,
and Jalled several wntil they
promised Lo obey ke injuction.

The marchers’ attorneys argued
that the contempt was criminal, not
civil, and the court's sentence had to

Charles L. Levin, James H. Brickley
and Dennis W. Archer.

Dissenting was Chief Justice Doro-
thy Comstock Riley, jolned by Jus-
tices Patricia Boyle and Robert
Griffin,

“WE HOLD that the trial court
erred in imposing a coercive sanc-
tion upon appellants for their
trespass upon Wiilams' land . . (IR
was beyond the power of the trial
court 10 impase an Indefinlte, coer-
clve sentence upon them.”

‘The majority called Thorburn's le-
gal tactic “also of questlonable val-
ue,” explalning:

“Unlike the present defendants
who have, as a matter of conscience,
refused to make the promise, many
people subject to such coercion
might naturally make the required
promise to avoid incarceration. They
then clther will keep thelr promise
or violate i,

“If they do not kecp their promise,
another contempt proceeding will
have to be instituted, The trial court
will face the same problem ...
Hence the clvil remedy of requiring
a promise to purge the contempt Is
largely incffective and may serve
anly to callinto question a courl’s
authority. . .

“(A) more cffective sanction for
such past misconduct is a definite
sentence for criminal contempt. .

DISSENTING, Rlley said, “Under
these circumstances, a coercive
sanction was clearly warratited . . .
particularly in light of the %fpel:
lants’ ardent bellef in the propriety
and moral necessity of their contu.
maclous acts, which [n turn led lo
thelr adamant refusal to agree to be
bound by the terms of the permanent

v the men and women who have

served honorably in the defense of
their state and country within the
last 150 years of Michigan's state-
hood," said the County Board of
Commlssioncrs In a resolution en-
dorsing the concept.

THE SCULPTURE will be visible
trom northbaund Telegraph Road. It
will go in adjacent to the south park-
ing ot facing the courthouse.

The board last week approved
$22,000 for fabrication of the three-
sided stainless steel sculpture.

I authorized a contract with
JoAnn D. Snyder, widow of sculptor
Donald Snyder of Birmingham. Mrs.
Snyder entered her husband's scuip-
fure in a comtest sponsored by the
county.

The contest was open to military
veterans. Snyder served in the US.
Marines during World War II.

THE BOARD placed a $95,000 cap
on the project, which will include a
foundatlon and pedestal, 185 square
feet of granite, reinforced concrete
walls, excavatlon, grading.
landscaping and a plaque.

Part of the sculpture’s cost will
come from $10,000 In the budget of
the Cultural Affairs Committee’s
sesquicentenniat project. The board
alse transferred $18,900 from’ the
1987 budget’s contingency fund.
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Artist's aerial view of Velterans Memorlal Gar-
den with 20-foot sculpture in foreground,
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