Nine candidates will vie for four
Farmington Hills City Council
seals in the Tuesday, Nov. 3, elec-

tion.

The top three vole-gelters will
serve four-year terms. The next
highest finlshier wlll serve a two-
year term. :

The Obsctver today concludes a
3.part Installment {eaturing re-
sponses 10 the newspaper's candle

date questionnaire, Previous In-
staliments ran Oct. 15 and 19,

Al voters who reglstered by Oct.
5 may vote in the nonpartisan elec-
tfon. Absentee ballots are available
through the city clerk’s office.

Hopefuls Raymond Cassar, Jean
Fox, John Heenan, Vernon Kiclpla-
ski, Richard Lytwyniuk and Aldo

Joe Alkatech, Joan Dudley and Ter-
ry Sever. Alkateeb and Dudiey have
cach served two four-year terms
nonconsecutively. Sever Is complet-
ing hls first two-year term.

Incumbent Donn Woll is not
secking re-clection after two foure
year terms.

Winners wili take thelr seats at
\uled coun-

Vagnozzl will

the next regularl

6 hopefuls are challenging 3 incumbents -

cil meeting following the election
and certification of resulls by the
tocal board of canvassers — Janét
Courey, Marion MeCoy, Patricla
Blackard and George Portoer. The
board plans to meet the day olter
theelection. | .
Council members recelve $3,000

annually for thelr part-time ser--
vice. The mayor, elected by {ellow
counci] members, receives $2,700.

Name: Terry Sever.
Address: Beechwood Drlve.
Age: 37,
Length of resldency: 22 years.
Employer: owner, TL Printing,
Farmington.
Family: wife, Linda; davghters,
Jennifer, 11, Melissa, 9; son, Aaron,
6.

Education: Farmington High
School graduate; attended Oakland
Community College; attended Wayne
State University.

Government lovolvement: mem-
ber, Farmington Hills City Council,
195‘5-pruey§l.

Name: Richard Lytwyniuk.

Address: Spring Valley.

Age: 50,

Length of residency: 13 years,

Employer: president, WY Corp.,
wyandotte (coin-operated carwash
servicesh

Family: wife, Mary Ann; son,
Tadd, 15 daughter, Lisa Ann, 18,

Education: Henry Ford Communi-
1y College graduate, associate of
atts, 1958; Eastern Michlgan Univer-
sity graduate, bachelor’s of arts in
mathematics and music, 1960; East-
ern Michigan University, master's of

ants in education administration,

1972,

Government involvement: none.

Commugity invelvement: mem-
ber, Spring Valley Civic Assaciation,
13 years, serving as president, treas-
urer and road commissioner; mem-
ber, Counci) of Homeowner Associa-
tion of Farmington Hills,

1. What proven qualities and skilis
would you bring to the council?

“Graduate of Eastern Michigan
University with a mathematics ma-
jor and a master's degree. A Farm-
Ington Hills resldent for 13 years.

Richard I.ytwyniuk.

meetlngs do you attend in any given
month?
“Qne or two meetings a month."

7. Should the clty council bave a
code of ethics? What speclfic items
would you Include?

“The city of Farmington Hill
could have a code of cthics for its
council members. A few specific top-
ics could Include nepotism, where
family members are hired becausc

Married for 24 years, Past pi
treasurer and road commisslaner of
Spring Valley Civic Assoclation, A
representative member to the Coun-
¢il of Homcowner Associatlon of
Farmington Hilis,

“A member of the Parent Support
Council of Harrison High Sclioal.
Taught [n public and private schools
lor 12 years. An independent busl-
nessman for 15 years.”

2. What do you consider to he the

of family hips and not or
merit.

“Another topic could include con:
flict of interest. A counciman Is In-
strumenta) in awarding city con
tracts to friends or business part-
ners. Chauffeur serviee could b
another tople.”

8. How would you rate the curren!
city councll’s performance? O
which issues do you belleve it has
faltered? Why? On which issues has

47 Why?

top prlorities, p facing the
city in the next four years?

“We need to keep Farmington
Hills safc and clean and let us not
forget our senior citizens. This is a
problem we must face for four years
and forever,
© "We need Neighborhood Watch

rograms in all our subdivisions.

hen our neighbors are gone, we
must moniter their homes. The po-
1lce cannot do It alone; they need our
help. Write the license plate num-
bers of susplcious cars and report
this informatlon only when neces-
sary, Install burglar alarms in our

I 3

“Annval cleanup programs in our
subdivisions make for a clean clty.
Our maintenance department cannot
do it alone. All through the year,
many Hills resldents stop and pick
up litter when guests forget. In our

division a litter bug 1

feft his old 1D card In his garbage.
We turned this informatlon over to
the authorities.
 »Qur senfor citizens deserve a
clean and sale city to enjoy thelr
golden years. They deserve a clty
with ample senior housing and
planned reereation opportunities.”

3. What steps should the city take
to prevent suburban deeay In Farm-
Ington Hiils?

“Keep Farmington Hills safe and
clean and eliminate unemployment.
Let us keep the master plan.

“As your councilman, 1 will study
20ning vartances so residential areas
remain residentlal and busincss
areas remain business as usual. We
cannot permit special interest
groups 1o place business strips In our
residential areas, We must moniter
our high-rise apartment building re-
quests so they conform to our master
plan. (This question is related o
questions 2 and 8)."

4. New interchanges are expected
off 1696 inte Farmington Hills by
the 1990s. How should the clty pre-
pare for the changes. What changes
do you expect?

* 5. How would you ratc the city’s
relationshlp with nelghboring com-
munities? Do relatlons meed im-
provement? How?

. "Presently, 1-696 reduces from a
four-lane highway o a two-lane
highway in the Telegraph area; with
the addition of 1-696 Interchange,
this will become a dangerous prob-
lem. Many lawsuits could develop.
Council needs to correct this prob-
Jem before it happens, Council needs
10 address this problem with state
highway engincers along with the
city of Southfield.

“Inkster Road exit nceds to be a
joint effort with the cities of South-
fie)d and Farmington Hills. Both cit-
fes nced to work together solving
their problems, It can be done suc-
cessfully,

“Farmington Hills sccms to have
a good relatlonship with its neigh-
borlng communities but there is al
ways a nced to do more. Possibly
once a month, nelghboring councit
members could meet and solve somc
tommon problems. The Councll af
Homeowner Associatlons of Farm-
{ngton Hills uses this method to solve
pnlghborlng problems.”

_‘ 6. On the average, how many city
'cnuncn or planning commission

“Overall, councll has done a good
job. 1 think Farmington Hills is 2
wonderful place to live. I have been
{lving here for 13 years. There is 2
surplus in the budget. Very few con-
scnt judgment cases over the years.
The city Is safe and clean.

“Council faltered on the reslden-
t§al in home child care and nursery
school issue. Council awarded the 7-
12 children operation on a two-year
trial period. The original ardinance
permitted 1-6 chitdren in residential
areas.”

9. With an obligation to uphold the
clty’s master land use plam, how
would you address residents’ con.
cerns that residentizl areas are los-
ing out to commerclal/industrial
areas?

“As your councilman, I wiil study

Name: Aldo Vagnozzi.
Address: Kiltartan.

Age: 61,

Length of resldency: 27 years.

Employer: cditortal consultant, Cy
Aaron Publications Co., Detrolt.

Famlly: wife, Lois; sons, Steven,
35, Paul, 34; daughters, Nancy Pan-
taleo, 32, and Barbara, 27.

Education: Southeastern Hlgh
Schoo! graduate, 1942; Wayne State
Unlversity, bachelor’s of arts In jour-
nallsm, 1948,

Goverument involvement: mem-
ber, Farmington Board of Educa-
tion, 1969-73, vice president 1972-73;
member, Farmington District Li
brary Board of Trustces, 1985-87:
member, Farmington Area Commis-
sion on Aging. 1980-85, chalrman,
two years; member, Committee to
Tmmprove Voter Participation, 1979-
87, chairman, cight years; councll
watcher {unofficial position), 1961-
prg_scnl.

Aldo Vagnozzl
Ing relatives of members of the
council, boards or commissions.”

8. How would you rate the current
clty council's performance? On
which issues do you belleve it bas
faltered? Why? On which issues bas

47

mem-
ber, Friends of the Farmington Li-
brary, exccutive board, 1983-85;
member, Farminglon PTA Council,
1955-69, president, two years; found.
ing president, Beechview PTA;
founding member, Farmington Com-
munlty Center Board; member,
Farminglon Hills Homeowners
Council, 1986-present: member,
Kimberley Homeowners Associa-
tion; 1960-present.

1. What proven quallties and skills
would yau bring to the councl1?

“J've spent more than 25 years as
a participant in local government as
a council watcher and have served
on four city commisslans: the Farm-
ington Hills library board, school
board, commission on aging and the
commiltee Lo improve voter partlcl-
pation.

“I also have a background n local,
county, state and natlonal palltics,
which will prove beneflcial when
dealing with those political entities.”

2. What do you consider to be the
top prioritles, problems, faciog the
ity in the next four years?

“My top prlorities include protect-
ing and preserving residential neigh-
borhoods, improving roads and dolng
something about tralfic problems.

“1 would also siress the need fo
continue supporting efforts of the po-
lice department agalnst crlme and
the efforts of the fire department In
the arcas of fire prevention and
emergency medical service.

#Senlor citizen services and youth

zoning variances o ¢ areas
remain resldenttal and buslness
areas remaln business as usual. We
cannot permit special Interest
groups to place business strips in our
restdentlal areas, We must monltor
our high-rise bulldings and industrial
comptex requests so they conform to
our master plan.”

10. Farmington Hills, Farmington
and other southwestern Oakland
County communlties are facing a
chaltesge with significantly in-
creased costs for solld waste dlspos.
al, How should the city respond? Da

Ivities need as does the
expanslon of the library system.”

3. What sleps should the city take
1o prevent suburban decay in Farm-
Ington Hills?

it H

“Falr to good. The councll has
faltered by lts Inability to adopt an
ordinance or policy and stick by its
provislons. That has happened on the
child-care ordlnance, policy to re
strict membership on boards and
commissions, the pollcy dealing with
builders who fall to finish open space
on time and others.

“The council has performed well
in the area of capital improvement
In the last Lwo years after doing
nothing for a long time.

“The councll also has handled
youth rowdyism well along Orchard
Lake Road.”

g, With n obligation o uphold the
city’s master land use plan, how
would you address residenls’ con-
cerns that residential arcat are los-

mem-
ber, Farminglon Arca Jaycees, 14
years, local and state president, pa-
Uonal vice prestdent: former direc-
tor,- Farmington/Farmingten Hills
Chamber of Commeree; chalrman,
Farmington Founders Festival,
1978-79.

1. What proven qualities and skills
wauld you bring to the cauncil?

“As o current councllman, § have
developed o good warking relation-

Terry Saver

able to disagree, debate and declde
with only a limited amount af per-
sonality conflicts. ] am very proud of
the council and Vhelr swift action re-
garding the Qrchard Lake Road
problem, the house party ordinance.
the health spa ordinance and

ship with all councll members. Past
in leadership positions

str the abus¢

with the Jaycees, chamber of com-
merce and other organizations has
helped to provide me a good knowl-
edgc of our community.

“I have owned and operated a
printing_ business In Farmington
slnce 1973. Currently, I am serving
on a commiltee for juvenile crime
prevention.”

2, What do you conslder to be the
top priorities, problems, (aclng the
city in the next four years?

“Qur top priority will be holding
the line on development. We must be
willing o support the master plan,
particularly as ji pertains to reslden:
tial zoning. We may need to test
some of our recent court cases at the
Supreme Court level. 1 would like us
to do what we have to, even If it
means changing the state law, to
protect our right to determine land
use, not the court.

“Next on our priority list Is health
and safety. With our improved non-
residential tax base, we should work
to climinate fooding, improve
roads, install sidewalks and Invest
more in poilce and fire departments,
without having lo raise taxes dra-

1y in the future.”

ing out to
arcas?

“1 would review the master plan
and recommend to the planning
commission that they take a look at
those areas where commercial zon-
Ing or potential commercial zoning
would amount to an encroachment

3, What steps should the clty take
10 prevent suburban decay o Farm-
ingtan Hills?

“To prevent suburban decay, we
can express our desire with area
business through the chamber to

n

“1 think we need a tougher stand
against such rezoning with an eye
toward a more aggressive position
on behalf of the resldential areas.”

10. Farmington Hills, Farmington
and other southwestern Oakland
counly communities arc facing @
challenge with sigaificantly in-
creased costs for salid waste dispos-
al. How should the eity respond? Do
you advacate jolning the Qakland
County solld wasle consortium? Ex-
plain,

“We cannot continue to go it alone
in the area of waste disposal. We
should elther explore becoming ine
volved with the Oakland County con-
sortium while working to bring down
costs or join with several nelghbor-
ing communities to form our own

“One of the steps Is to use mare of
i t funds

the B
for housing rehabliitation.

“We must work with homeowners
in the older sections of the city and
maintain strict enforcement of zon-
ing requirements when it comes lo
home occupations and other non-res
identia) uses in a residential nelgh-
borhoad. 1 would protect resldential
zoning agalnlsl furthe.r enenzachmcm

yau advocate jolning the Oakland
County solid waste fum? Ex-

ain.

“Continue with Farmington Hills
present solid waste program untl}
we can joln with other Oakland
County citles with a waste disposal
facility that can generate clectrical
power. The electrical-producing
waste fachlity should be an income
producing business that reduces tax-

es.

“The disposal must be acceptable
to surrounding residents, Visual
smoke, flying debris and noxious
odors are not acceptable.”

11. Do you agree with the city's
new pollcy limiting board and com.

-misslon members to onc post? How

would you generate publicity 1o at-
ract more applicanis?

"“This scems to be a good Idea, One
can devote more cnergy to one posi-
\lon. To attract more applicants, the
positions could be posted at the eity
hall and advertised In the Observer
newspaper.”

12, With | d

by P

4. New interchanges are expected
off 1696 into Farmington Hills by
the 1990s. How should the city pre-
pare for the changes? What changes
do you expect?

“We should plan to expand such
roads as 12 Mile to meet the need for
the increased traffic that will come
off the new exit ramps.

“We should work for a boulevard
on 12 Mlle to make it safer and keep
it tn harmony with the surroupding
nelghbarhoods and plan now to meet
the problems that will be created by
the new interchanges, not walt unti
it too Jate.”

5. How would you rate the city's
relationship with nelghboring com-
munitles? Do relations need Im-
provement? How?

“Fair to good, I would propose
that cach council member be as-
signed to developa relationship with
one nelghbaring community.

#Als0, [ would altend at least one
meeting a year of cach neighboring

ity's governing body.”

costs and services, should the Farm-
Ington Community Library contisue
to be flnanced by the general fund?
Is the time right for an Independent
Nibsary authority with the abllity to
levy its own millage? How do you
propose the planned library expan-
sion on 12 Mile should be financed?

“For the present time, the Farm-
ington Community Library should
contlnue Lo be financed by the genere
al fund. Back in the '70s, the Michi-
gan District Library Act was written
with Farmington Hlils as a model.

“For the past month or mere,
there is a proposal in Lansing by
state Sen. (Alan) Cropsey for revis-
ing the Library Funding Act. This
proposal might grant an independent
library authority the power (0 levy
its own millage.”

6, On the average, how many city
council or plannlng commission
meetings do you attend In any given

month?

“ attend about threc city meet-
Ings a month, plus the monthly i
brary board meetings."

7. Should the city councll kave a
code of cthics? What speeific ltems
would you nclude?

“1 would want to take a look at
this aren after the clection. The last
month of a clty election campaign is
not the time for the city council,
some of whose me::cbeu are running

“We rmfst begin to educate the
resldents as to the scope and cost of
the problem and the ‘need to mcclt

t

maintaln their place of
business.

““{ hrough local ordinances, we can
maintain an eye-pleasing appear-
ance that will instil] a good commu-
nity attitude, Along with this, we can
contlnue to restrict building height,
keeping a low-proflle community.”

4, New Interchanges are expected

laws.

“I would like the council to im-
prove lts communleation to the pub-
Jic on the master plan, We could con-
duct a series of highly publicized
meetings to review the overall mas-
ter plan. The planning commission
does a superb job of planning but
many times, they get citizen Input

“only after a zoning request Is made

that affeets them dicectly.”

9, With an obligation to uphold the
cily's master lapd usc plan, bow
would you address residents’ con-
corns that residential arcas are los-
ing out to commerclal/industrial
areas?

«“As a member of the city council,
1 have voled against changing large
residential areas to commerclal use.
1 have trled to support lower density
development where possible. This
may mean more court battles be-
cause of the fInancial gains available
to some developers.

“We may very well have no choice
but 1o go ali the way to the Supreme
Court on some zoning lssues, Money
should not be the deciding facter In
these crucial decislons.”

10, Farmington Hills, Farmington
and other southwestern Oakland
County communities are facing a
challenge  with significantly fn-
creased costs far solld waste dispos~
al. How should the city respond? Do
you_advocale jolning the Qakland,
County solid waste consortim? Ex-,
plain,

“The city of Farmington Hills has

off 1.696 into Farmington Hills by
the 1890s. How should the city pre-
pare for the changes. What chapges
da you expect?

“The Interchanges along 1696
should improve the flow of traffic
through Farmington Hills, We have
a major problem with traffic having
10 travel through our city on local
roads to get to their destination.

“Once we Improve Haggerty,
along with the interchange, people
will be abte to avold the use of
Northwestern Highway and the Oree
hard Lake Road interchange. A large

stricter
has been my experience in govern-
ment that if the people have the
facts, they will make the right deci
sion.”

11. Do you agree with the chy's
new policy limiting board and com-
mission members to one post? How
would you gencrate publicity to at-
tract more appllcanta?

“No.'If we had enough applicants
for these positions, there wouldn't be
a problem. There are certaln spe-
clalized boards that require speclal
interests. The pollcy to restrict
board membership will deprive us of
the services of these people. .

“We also have to treat board and
commission members better. Some
of them have been treated preity
shabbily, removed without cause and
without notice. We must use our pub-
lcity sources and other avenues to
recruil potential board and commls-
sion members.

“Each councll member should also
suggest names Lo the mayor. If we
do thls, we won't need to restrict
persons wanting to serve.”

12, With cootinuing Increased
costs and services, sbould the Farm-
ington Community Library contioue
10 be financed by the general fund?
Is the time right for an independent
Uibrary authority with the abllity to
Tevy its own millage? Huw do you
propose the planned library expan-
sion on 12 Mile should be financed?

“At one time, It made sense to
have the library financed by the \wo
cltles.

“With the growing demand for li-
brary services and the need to ex-
pand the facilitics, the time has

[ of traffic using Orchard
Lake will be able to use other access,
making it more convenlent as well
as casier lo control traffle.”

5. How would you raie the city'’s
relationship with nelghboring com-
munities? Do relations need im-
provement? How?

“Most of the credit for improved .

relatlons with our residents should
be glven lo the clty adminlstration.
The staff has made every effort to
achleve residenis Input. They have
held numerous meetings with local
groups, both homeowner assocla-
tlons and indlviduals. .

*“The councll has strongly support:
ed and encouraged a closer relation:
ship on nelghborhood lssues, but
without the talented personnel work-
ing for the clty, we could nol be ef
fective.” .

6. On the average, how many clty
council or planning commission
meetings do you attead in any gives
month?

“1 attend five councll or planning
meetings. In addition to these, I at-
tend on the average an additional
two meetings per month for addi-
tional clty busliness.” .

1. Should the ity council bave a
code of ethics? What specific jlems
would you include?

1 belleve we should have a code
of ethies. It would particulalry bene-
fit new candidates while reminding
others of what Is acceptable. -

“I have a {ew idcas about whal
should be, but I think the best thing
is to have ail the candidates meet &
week after the [iling deadline lo

I what eth-

come for €xp the
and disadvantages of an independent
library autbority.
“I would finance the planned ex-
pansion of the 12 Mile branch with a
of tax levy and bond is-

for re-¢lection, lo acode
on candidates.

“Any discussion of a code should
take into account that we already
have a conflict-of-interest policy and
a charter provislon deallng with hir-

sue. If the library was lo reccive full
funding as voted by he people, it
would be able to generate enokgh
money to help finance the expan-
slon."”

cacl
ies should be or possibly affirm or
adopl new rules for each clection.”

8. How would you rate the current
clty councll’s performance? On
which Lssues do you belleve 1t has
faltered? Why? On which issaes bay
1t sacceeded? Why?

“1 telleve the councl) is working
very well together, We have been

enjoyed a cost-effective solid waste
program for years. Because of the
changes and availability of land, we
have experlenced major increases.
We are currently pursuing many al-
ternatives but as of yet, we have not
determined the best course of action.

“The current proposal by the
county seems 10 be very cosUly, in
fact, some of the early estimates
were way too low and new estimates
are much higher, Before we make
the final deeislon, we must have o
more certaln estimate of cost. It
may still be beneficlal for us to form
our own group of nelghboring cltles,
Tt will not be easy to find a low cost
and environmentai safe program for
the future.”

11, Do you agree with the clty’s
new palicy limiting board and com-
mission members to one post? How
would you generate publiclty to at-
tract mare applicants?

“1 agree the city should limit ap-
pointments lo onc board or commis-
sion. Now that we have implemented
this pollcy, § am more confldent it is
the right approach. We have had
more requesis for appolntments in
the last few months than in the last
couple of years.

“We should conslder the idea of
generating publicity through a rece
ognition program. 1t more people
are aware of these boards and coms
missions as well as thelr purpose,
more people will volunteer.”

12, With contloulng Inereased
costs and services, should the Farm.
Inglon Communily Library continue
to be financed by the general fund?
15 the time right for an independent
library authority with the abitlty to
levy its own millage? How do you
propose the planned llbrary expane
sion on 12 Mile should be financed?

“I see no benellt in changing the
current funding of the library. 1 do
not feel strongly onc way or the
other nor have 1 received any re-
quest by residents to conslder any
changes. Elther way, 1 don’t think
anything would change the services
provided by the llbrary. 1 will con-
tinue to support the management
procedures of the llbrary,

“I will eventually vote for expan-
sion plans bul for now, I will leave
the future plans Lo the library board
as part of thelr function, It would be
wrong for me to pretend to know
more than the library board and sug-
gest future direction.”




