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By Suo Mason
staff wrlter

Michael Shibler. *'And Edward Sallsz
dent for busl-

The Clarenceville School District
is continuing a trend it started three
years ago — building up its surplus.

‘That was the good news contalned
in a report from the district's audit-
Ing firm of Plante and Moran, pre-
sented to the school board last week,

Since a low point of $81,390 In

* 1984, the district has been able to
build its reserves up to $324,650,
about 3 percent of what it spends.

That’s a few ints shy

ness affairs) through his managment
of the budget has quadrupled the
fund cquity In three yoars."

The good news came in the form
of more-than-expected revenue.

A large chunk — more than
$45,000 — came from the state in
higher state school ald and relm-
bursement for transportation costs.

But the distrlet racked up an addi-
tional $29,816 in Investment income,
the resul'l of using consolidated tax

po
of the 5t0 10 p(:rcem auditors like to
see.
“They felt we did a good job and

notes, Satlz sald.

By getting lts local tax revenue up
frant and in a lump sum, the distrlct
was able to invest the money and

praised the schoo) district for IS  bring in $29,000 more in interest
"' said Super than J, he sald.
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BUT SUCI Investment windfalls
won't shaw up in next year's audit
report, he added. Because of an IRS
ruling, interest earncd on these noles
is now taxable, making them less
palatable for investors.

“The year before (1986) we carned
$68,000 in interest, but because. of
the CTANS we were able to galn sub-
stantially in our investment in-
come,” Sallsz said. “it's the only
arca we missed on in the budget, but
it doesn't appear it will be that good
next year.

“Qur Oct. 1 trial budget we were
down $18,000 {in investment In-
come), so we'll go to around $75,000
(in interest income) because CTANS
are oul.”

Getting money Is a concern for the

distrlet. Because the state Leglsla-
ture has yet to declde how to trim
$20 milllon from categerical pay-
ments (o school districts and the in-
terest in different ways of funding
education, Clarencevllle, like other
distriets that depend en state school
aid, has been left hanging.

"“We haven't gotten any categori-
cal ald this year,” Sallsz sald, “We
get about $250,000 in categericals,
It's not much, but It's a substantial
amount when you're talking about
cutbacks.

“We don’t see a problem In recclv-
Ing funds, It's a matter of receiving
them on a timely basis. The state
used to provide an adequale amount
of money before the lottery. Now
we're getting more from the lottery

and less from the state.”

UNLIKE THE neighborlng Red-
ford Unien School District, which
was cautloned by auditors about in-
cluding the value of Its school bus
fleet in its surplus, Clarenceville had
no such notatlon, Sallsz said.

The district adjusted its account.
Ing procedures several years ago at
Plante and Moran'’s recommenda-
tlon in preparation for o change in
such practlees that takes effect next
year, he sald,

‘The auditors also polnted out that
while the amount of property value
behind each Clarencevilte student
continues to increase, the district is
still well below the average for other

Cville audit shows a budget surplus

Oakland County school districts.

Likewise, while its Jocal property
tax revenue has slowly increascd,
the amount of state school ald It re-
celves has remained relatively con.
stant the last two years and Is begin-
ning to show a downward trend, an
indication of higher property values,
the anditors sald.

“We're below most other school
distrlets In Oakland County in ex-
penditures and revenue, and we're
doing OK, but not as well as they
are,” Salisz said.

The Clarenceville School Dis.
trict covers portions of Livenia,
Farmington Hills and Redford
Township.

Certification legislation eyed

State Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farm-
ington Hills, announced Tuesday that
legislation drafted to create a certl-
ticatton process for school psycholo-
gists has passed both chambers of
the Michigan Legislature and is
awaiting the governor's signature.

Senate Bill 224 will allow the
Michlgan Statc Board of Education
to certify schoal psychologists using
the same eredentialing language and
procedures as used for other profes-
sional educators.

The current system under which
the 700 schoo) psychologists are re-
gulated was adopted

schoal psychologlst has changed sub-
stantiatly, according to Faxen. Fax-
on continued to say that this role is
“becoming more complex with

depression, substance abuse as well

as teen pregnancy, early dropout,

and juvenile delinquency problems,
According to Elaine Stanfletd,

changes In special socie-
tal problems intensiylog, and In-
creased expectations for higher aca-
demic achievement being made on
students.”

Studles indleate that 96,000 stu-
dents in Michlgan's schools are annu-
ally referred by ‘lhelr l‘enchcm and

b toul

pokesp for the Asso-
clation of Schoo! Psychelogists, “the
of schi ' dev

upon approval of the bill by the gov-
crnor, It is anticlpated that these
rules wlll require that school psy-
chologlsts remaln current on profes.
slonal practices and cstablish revo
cation guldelines in the case of felo-
or moral turpitude

100} psy
cislons have a potentially positive
impact on the lives of these students
and thelr parents in terms of educa-
tional achievement, vocational op-
portunity and other life long cholees.
ists can make a dif-

parents for P
cal services. Many of these studeats
are “at risk,” displaying learning or

ional di such as low

or
to 1378, Since then, the role of the

1t

disruptive

ference In the futures of children.”
Certificatlon rules to Implement

the legislation will be forthcoming

from the state board of education

ny
involving youth. Similar rules are in
place for teachers and adminlstra.

tors,

In a joint statement, Faxon and
Stanfleld agreed that “certification
will improve the professlonal {dentl.
ty of school psychologists and can
enhance the Jong-lerm dependabllity
of school-hased psychologleal ser-
vices."
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