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DNR’s Guyer: Speed up wetlands permiis

By Tim Richard
stalf wrller

Dr. Gordon E. Guyer has sel a
tough goal for his state Department
of Natural Resources: 1o process
wetlands development permits in 30
days Instead of the current 75,

“There has been criticism of this
administration, 1 accept that” the
DNR chle! said as he recelved and
embraced more than 30 recommen-
datlons from 2 17-member Wetlands
Permit Process Review Committee.

“They've done a heckuva job. I
couldn't be more pleased,” Guyer
sald In a Tuesday morning news con-
ference. “It's an excellent blueprint
for action.”

Guyer estimated it would cost
$600,000 to do an Inventory of all
wetlands in the state, and another
$300,000 to $400,000 for staif to han-
die permits and implement a recom-
mended public educatlon program.

“BUT COSTS aren’t a blg Issue.
1t's prioritles, 1t's not a big staff 1
wanha sce. J's a program,” said the
former State L i

activity. . . . Others mistakenly
claim that if an area is a wetland,
the state permits no activitles whalt-
soever.”

THE FEDERAL Clean Waters Act
of 1977 regulates wetlands, but the
US. Environmental Protection
Agency agreed to delegate its power
to the state. The Leglslature passed
\he Goemacre-Anderson Welland
Protection Act in 1979,

One sponsor, former Rep. Tom .

Anderson, D-Southgate, Is now a
member of the Natural Resources
Commission to which Guyer reparts,
Anderson sald Michigan alone of the
50 states recelved such an EPA as-
signment.

The advisory group recommended
— and Guyer agreed — that “there’s
no question Michigan should retain
its responsibllities.”

Guyer also agreed iU's Important
10 “have on-site determination of
wetlands” ond “an unblased om-
budsperson for disputes.”

He assigned deputy DNR Director
Jack Bails rﬁpomlhlll&y for imple-

professor and administrator who has
been at DNR's helm for 18 months.
“Much will be ¢n the way by the
first of the year,” he promised.
. But Guyer repeatedly. refused (o
say if more land — or less — will be
redefined as wetlands. Devefopers
had complained the definition Is va

menting the

THE REVIEW commitiee, ap-
polnted by Guyer In July, Included
representatives of busincss, local
government, environmental groups,
universities and real estate develop.

ers.
Arca members included Elizabeth
Harris, staff attorney for the East

gue.
- The advlsery group
that definitlons be clarified, particu-
larly such phrases as “feasible and
prudent alternative,” “mitigate the
impact of.” “primarily dependent
upon being tocated In the wettand"
and “unacceptiable disruption to the
aquatle resources.”

Guyer agreed: “It's essential we
get on with clarifying terms.”

. PIONEERS IN the 19th century
denounced Michigan as a swamp be.
cause 30 percent of its area was wel-
lands. Since then, an estimated half
16 two-thirds of the wetlands have
been drakned or filled in.

The commiltee sald wetlands are
valuable for nesting and breeding
grounds for wildilfe; for recreation;
for absorblng and controlling flood
waters; for straining and purifyiog
fresh water.

“There is a widespread perception
among members of the public that
the slate's wetlands statute s being
applied Inconsistently by the DNR.”
the panel sald. It sald that buslness
people, architects and local officials
often don't accept state and federal
deflnitlons,

“The result is often a confusing set
of local suthorizations with some lo-
cal units of government permitting
developments In wetlands without
notifying the DNR of the

Env Action
Council in Birmingham, and Ann
Bollin, executive director of the Con-
forence of Western Wayne, repre-
senting local suburban governments.
Chairing it was Greg Lyman,
Guyer's assistant. Thomas Washing-
ton, executlve director of Michigan
United Conservation Clubs, and Jud-
ith Mulllns, a General Motors Tech
Cemer environmental staff englneer,
also served.
The group held five meetings, In-
cluding lengthy public hearings n St.
fgnace and Lansing.

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

® Publish a guldebook to the law
for landowners, developers and local
governments.

® Natify local government clerks
of pending permits.

@ Name a person In DNR lo fos-
ter “voluntary, non-blnding concitia-
\lon"” between the department and
applicants.

@ Hold publle hearings on the
completed wetlands Inventories.

@ Make applications for permits
caster to understand.

® Name at least two more ad-
ministrative Jaw judges to handle
appeals.

‘s Inltiate efforts with colleges to

improve the currlculum for develop-
crs and planners.

Women-divorce
workshop at OU

A conference on “What Women
Need to Know About Divorce” will
start at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Oet. 31,
In Varner Hall on the Oakland Uni-
versity campus in Rochester Hills.

Nlckie McWhirter, ist for

held covering the personal, legal and
financlal issues of divorce.
Workshop leaders Include Dr. Wil-
tiam Jones of Oakland University,
Louise George of Jewlsh Vocational

the Detroit Free Press, will be the
keynote speaker. The conference,
open to the public, is sponsored by
OU's Contlnuum Center.

Registration is $35 it received by
Qct. 24, or $45 at the door, For regls-
¢ratlon detalls, call the Continuum
Center at 370-3033.

Three sets of workshops will be

Pre-college
in design at

High school juniors and senlors
and adults can explore their talents

Service dlsp pro-
gram: John Schacfer and Janice
Morganroth, attorneys; Marilyn
Gunther, flnancial planner; and Jud-
ith Hoppln, counsclor and carcer
speclalist at the Contlnuum Center.
The Continuum Center serves as
an outreach arm of the university,
providing programs for indivlduals,
groups and the business communlty.

classes
LIT

SEVERAL FULL-COURSE tui-
tion scholarships w.i.ll be awarded to

during two special design prog
being offered on Saturdays by the
Lawrence Institute of Technology
School of Architecture.

The Design Discovery and Pree
College Programs will be held Jan.
23 through May 21 on LIT’s campus,
21000 10 Mile, Southficld. Students
will gain prellminary exposure to
the beginning course work in the
fields of architecture, (nterlor archi-
tecture and interior design.

In addltion, there wlil be an Att
and Architecture Awarencss Semt.
nar, which will Include feld trips o
muscums, art galleries and LIT's
Frank Lloyd Wright-deslgned  Af
fleck House.

Partlcipants may take one, Lwo o
(hree classes, Tuitlon for each studlo
class ls $150, the seminar s $50, and
an ecstimated $100 may be needed
for books and materials for a full
program.

the Heg P

the l‘hlglu:sv. academic credentlals.
Students Interested in scholarships
must apply by Jan. 1,

Scholarships will be awarded to
. only those students who apply for a
full-program In archilecture or inte-
rlor architecture, Awards don't in-
clude materials, Lransportation or
meals.

College crédit toward 3 bachelor
of science degree program will be
awarded to pre-college students
upon successul completion of these
courses,

Applications will be accepled
through Jan. 10, For registration in-
formatlon, contact your high school
art, drafling or home economics
teacher, counselor, or the LIT Ad-
ranls;lnns Office at 356-0200, Ext.

178,

Get ready for SAT test

Three workshops to prepare for
the Scholastic Apiltude Test are
belng offered on Saturdays by Oak-
land University.

Dates are Nov. 14 and 21 {{rom 9
a.m to § p.m.) and 28 (9 a.m. to noon)
far a fee of $75, including materials.

The next SAT exam is Dec. 5.

For registration information, call
OU’s Continulng Education offlce at
370-3120 weekdays before 8 pm.
The campus is cast of 175 near Ro-
chester,

A wetland in state law Is “land characterized by the presence of
water at a frequency and duration sutficlent to support — and
that under normal conditions does

tion or aquatic life and is commonly re'

or marsh." Wetlands store and

('e'r'red to as a bog, swamp

vegela-
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