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Old fashions have modern appeal

Komivies dons
another, very
ditfarent '80s
look: a wool
jersey pink and
chartreuse
minl  dress
($25), metallic
faux ostrich
coat ($45) and
authenlic go-
g0 boots ($20).

‘I think of It as an
alternative to the
fashion of the day. This
gives you a lot of
choice.’
— Jackie Sheppard
Jackie's Vintage Fashions

Thosa '60s rhinestona ear-
:Inm rotall tor $76 at It Was, It
o,

Newsletter tells where to find them

By Loralno McClish
staff writor

Something new in the world of vin-
tage clothes is Antique Expressions.

The thlrd issue of this blmonthly
newsletter was  distributed Jast
month. It can be had for a sclf-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope.

“There arc always 80 many
where-did-you-get-lt and where-can-
I-flnd-it questions a newslelter
seemed Lo be the answer, It was nee-
essary to flll a nced,” said editor
Nancy Pacltto, who now has 300 on
her malllng list.

Antique Expressions Is put togeth.
er for those with a true appreclation
and a sincere Interest in vintage
clothing, said Pacltio, a Detroit resi-

ent.

It lists historical fashlon shows
coming up and gives minl-critiques
on histarical clothing shows or dis-
plays she has seen. The newsletter
tells about what the old car clubs or
the Detroit Arca Art Deco Soclety Is

i

dalng or planning. It tells where you
can find old palterns, old fashion
books, or military unlforms and has
one Jisting under the heading “Great
Places to Shop.”

1f you can't flnd what you're look-
ing for in a shop, Pacilto suggests
having it made by Patterns & Cloth-
ing Reproductions. (Call Judy Mul-
len, 435-8608.)

Along wlith the announcements,
Pacitto- wrlles one or two features
for every issue of Antique Expres-
sions. One was called “By the Sca
« + . By the Sea,” chronicaling twim
wear from the 18003, Other articles
Included “In a Military Fashlon” and
“The Gay Ninctles."

Shorter pleces showcased one col-
lector, one dealer, or one shop.

PACITTO WEARS clothes from
the "30s and *40s for everyday wear
now while she is working toward her
degree In fashlan history.

Her love of vintage clothing began
when she bought a sult by Adrian,

d

the celebrated costume designer for
MGM who dressed the studio’s stars
from 1926 through 1942.

Among those stars was Joan
Crawford. Her trademark was a
wlde-shouldered, narrow-hipped sil-
houette, a trademark that also be-
came the mark of Adrian.

“Every tlme I wear that suit I fecl
part of the Hollywood era of glam-
our and magie,” Pacltto sald.

Slnce buying that sult, Pacltto has
acquired a wearable collection of
{ashions from 1910-1960, more than
500 fashion Hlustrations, patterns,
magazines and dressmaking books.
Some of the collection dates back to

1880.

“T write {In Antlque Expressions)
fust what I hear about — just to
along what I hear lo all who have &
passion for old clothes,” she sald.

For a copy of the November-De-
cember Issue of the newsletter, send
a seli-addressed, stamped envelope
to Antique Expressions, Nancy Pa.
cltto, 10921 Worden, Detroit 48224,

.
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Susan Komivies of Birmingham time travels back to the 1960s with a black slik chitfon dress ($65) and black dotted Swias net coat
saen on this page.

By Loralne McClish
staff writor

There Is no classification In the
Yellow Pages for vintage clothlng,

Newcomers In the hunt for the In-
tricately detalled silks, velvets, sat-
ins and cashmeres of yesteryear are
on their own.

The term vintage refers to cloth-
ing, jewelry or accessories from the
Victorian era through (he 60s.

These Items can be seen once in a
while in a flea market, once in a
while In an antlque show, once in a
while during resale-shop rummag-
Ing.

One resale shop saleswoman sug-
gested the Salvatlon Army. The
shops operated by the Salvatlon
Army do not scparate the older fash-
lons from the newer.

Another saleswoman suggested
the Presbyterian Thellt Shop In
Plymouth's Old Village. That shop Is
only open Thursdays. Frustrating.

But once you've made your hit in
the hunt, you have cntered a rather
delightful sort of underground move-
ment. Everybody in the trade knows
everybody else in the trade, What's
mare, they are happy to talk about it
and weleome you Into the world of
alternative fashlon.

A COLLECTIVE guess by vintage
clothing dealers Is that there are
about 20 such dealers in the Detroit
area, at Jeast 10 of them in Royal

Oak.

The Joke in the trade 15 that noth-
ing is ever sold. Pleces just change
hands, agalp and agaln and again
and again.

They can do that because the
beaded chiffon is never worn by one
person often enough to be worn out.
‘They can do that because the padded
shoulders and the peplum jacket pur-
chased today for onc shert stay will
surely be back In style some day.

“These clothes have character,”
said Linda Rliski, who manages Bar-
gain Boutlque in Dearborn.

“These clothes are an art form,”

sald Susan Scherer who owns and op-
erates It Was, 1t Is In Birmingham.

“These clothes are going lo with-
stand,” said Mary Abess, who man-
ages Patti Smith Coltectibles in
downtown Royal Oak.

“I've got some rhinestone and
sequined things in here that you'd be-
lteve it if I told you they came from
Chudik’s,” said Jackie Sheppard,
who owns Jackie's Vintage Fashions
in Troy Corners.

“And Mlchigan is still a bargain.
The New Yorkers caught onto (hls a
long time age, and they do have a
classified listlng in the Yellow Pag-
es,” said Elizabeth Thorau, a private
collector in Rochester who stages
historical fashion shows and has out-
fitted guests for historical bails,

Scherer said she’s had customers
coming to her lately who were look-
ing for clothes to wear for Murder
Mystery Weckends. Abess sald she
thought she'd dressed at least 100
guests when Wabeek Country Club
hosted a *50s party. Several dealers
mentioned belng on the lookout for
customers who wanted to dress Lo
match thelr antique car. And they all
get calls from community theater
groups and those seeking outfits for
Halloween or costume partles,

BUT THEIR MAINSTAY clients
are looking for everyday clothes,

“This Is not arty, not Bohemlan,
not welrd," Scherer said,

“J think of it as an alternative to
the fashion of the day. This gives you
alot of chalce,” Sheppard said.

“All of them are good for mix and
match."

‘The dealers are tight-lipped about
where they get thelr clothing. Some
stated flatly that where they got
their merchandise was a sccret or
were cvaslve about it.

Some r

(03 b ILLE MCCOY/318f hotographer
($125) from [t Was, it [s

en, is stocked only by donations, so
her vintage racks are filled with only
what comes In, what she recognizes
as good vintage and sets aside.

“The lines are always beautiful. I
like to wear it mysell, I know I don't
have to do it in a shop like this, But
there is enough call for It to make it
worth my while {or the league,” Bil-
ski said.

THE DEALERS could cry a river
when they hear about the old clothes
discarded alter a death.

Scherer called it the “my-aunt-
the-saver” phone call.

The phone call beglns with the an-
nouncement that a relative dicd. The
relative — my-aunt-the-saver —
kept everything. The caller has may-
be same jewelry, maybe some furni-
ture to sell, but all those old clothes
were put out in the trash.

But that's the value of vintage
clothing — the materials are ncarly
impossible to replicate. The apparel
has become a unique style of dress.

““There are no clastic waists here,”
Scherer sald. “There are zippers,
darts, hooks, gores, built-In stays,
tining that is meant to last, they fit.
And most of them have union-made,
‘Made In the USA’ labels.”

‘THE CLOTHES are priced lower
than fashlons of today. They are not
cheap, but there are bargains. .

One staffer in Patti Smith's can
spend full days looking for the moth
holes, the dry rot, the stains or the
ripped seams before the item is dryC.
cleaned and pressed and put up for;
sale. And all jtems, because each is-
one of a kind, are always Individuals

1y priced. Py

“You ¢an tell if you're with a good:~

dealer because the garment with one:

button missing, or one small tear,

wlll aiways be marked accordingl!
d safd."

through the garage sales and flea
markets. Sheppard said she was al-
ways on the Jookout for estate sales.
Bilski's Bargaln Boutique, a shop op-
erated by League of Catholle Wom-

“This is not a hobby," Scherer
sald. ““This is for both men and womne--
en who just don’t want to Jook ikelZ
everybody else, They want to makeZ”
thelr own style.” ~
With the contrasting mix ot a ==

motorcycle jeather jacket .l
(83100} and a wool kilt ($15), =7
Komlviss seams to be up for
a role In “Hell's Angels at a
Gicle’ Dormitory.”
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