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By Joanne Maliszewaki
stall writer

Farmington Hilis officials are still
trying to schedule a meeting with
Gov. James Blanchard to work out a
solution to the city losing its antici-
pated $1.3 milhon In additlonal state
revenues resulting from increased
population.

“We are still working with Connie
shorter of the governor's office to
setup a meeting, We'll call her again
this week,” said Karen Birkholz, as-

sistant to the city manager in Farm-
ington Hills.

Farmington Hills joined forces
with other communities — all of
whlch have documcnted population
increases as the result of a midde-
cade census — that are faced with
losing anticlpated increases in siate
shared revenues for the last three
years of the decade.

After documenting a more than 17
percent Increase in  population,
Farmington Hills expected an in-
crease In state shared revenues and

liguor licenses. But the addltional
state shared revenues — distributed
on a population basis — were vetoed
by Blanchard In his effort to balance
the state budget,

In reaction to Blanchard's cuts,
Farmington Hills and other commu-
nity leaders in the same boat,
formied a committee in early Octo-
ber to meet with Blanchard and
budget officials and develop a solu-
tion. West Bloomticld Township is
represented on the committee,

WIIILE A meeting has not yet

been forthcomling, other efforts, par-
ticularly letters and  resolutions,
have been afoot.

The Farmington Hllls City Council
adopted a second resolution Oct. 12
requesting the state Legislature to
reintroduce — and the governor ap-
prove — supplemental revenue shar-
ing payments for the current and re-
maining budget years of the decade.
‘The councll sent thelr first resolu-
1ion to the governar in Augusi.

“The city of Farmington Hills un-
dertook this census because our sub-

Halloween: time for precautions

By Caaoy Hans
statl writer

Police agencies arc beefing up pa-
trols in preparation for the Hallow-
cen holay this weekend.

1n bath Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills, there will be additional of-
ficers on the streets to Insure resi-
dent safety and fight vandalism,

Farmington Publle Schools prop-
erty will be off limits, and will be
patrolled as such, according to law
enforcement officlals, Both cities be-
gan extra patrols at mid-weck and
will continue through Saturday
night.

Devil's Night s this Friday and
Halloween is Saturday, Farmington
city officials have closed Raphael
-Street and the two city parks from 6
p.m. to 7 a.m. from Oct. 28 to Nov. 1,
as they do cach year.,

"We will have a lot of people on

the street,” said Farmington Public
Safety Deputy Director Gary Goss.
He said the city had experlenced no

roblems during the past few years.
Officers will both walk and ride this
year in Farmington.

In Farmington Hills, manpower
will be doubled with auxillary forces
helping patrol resldential areas, ac-
cording to Inspector Ernest Miller of
the palice department, “We had
nothing out of the ordlnary last year,
and don't expect anything this year,”
he said. “The parents {n this commu-
nity do a very good job of managlng
their kids on a hollday like this.”

NEITHER POLICE agency will -

sercen candy this year, but both Goss
and Miller recommend parents care-
fully cheek their child’s candy, and
thraw away anything that looks sus-
picious.

Goss sald Farmington stopped
checking candy because they could
not guarantee the metal detector

would find metat objects at a better
than $0 pereent rate.

Parcnts who wish to have thelr
children's candy screened can have
it donc at any of the Providence Hos-
pltals, including the Novi Center at
10 Mile and Haggerty. Other Provl.
dence centers Include the maln hos-
pita) at 16001 Nince Mile in Seuth-
ficld and the Milford Center at 1185
Milford Road. -

Screening will be done by the hes-
pital's radiology department to re-
veal hidden metal objects, but will
not detect any chemlcal contamina-
tion, hospital officials said.

IF YOUNGSTERS In your neigh-
borhood trick or treat this year, law
enforcement eofficlals and a varicty
of organizatlons are offering tips to
both chlldren and adults:

® Homeowners should keep their

porch lights on 1o help light the way
for youngsters, .

(JustS. of 10 mile)
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® Motorists should excrelse extra
cautlon, particularly on residentlal
streets.

@ Trick or treaters shoutd watk
only on sidewalks and cross streets
at corners,

@ Costumes should never be

or cover a 8
cyes. Reflective colors should be
worn, with refleetors and fluore-
scent decals §f nccessary. Children
should wear comfortable walking
shoes to avold trips and falls.

® Chlldren should be accompa-
nled by an adult and should trick or
treat at homes where they know
neighbors. All children should carry
flashlights or light sticks,

® Trick or treating should be
done during daylight hours, and pref-
erably completed by 8 p.m.

e Alert children to walch for
tricks in their teeats. Parents should
double check treats before chlldren
cat them. Give or accept only
wrapped or packaged candy.

stantial population increase requires
additlonal health and safety scr-
vices, which depend on this state
revenue sharing  distribution and
that our taxpayers would benefit
fram a falr tax revenue distributlon
based on eurrent populatlon num-
bers,” accarding to the resalutlon.
Mayor Ben Marks also sent a let-
ter addressed Lo the governor 1o ac-
company the cily council’s resolu-
tion. “We acted In good faith, spent
in excess of $50,000 Lo conduct a spe-
clal census and cerlainly fec) i is
only fair and cquitable that the state
hanor this request,” Marks wrote.
According to clty officials, state
Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington
Hills and state Rep. Wilbur Brother-
ton, R-Farmington, have lent their
support to the clty's efforts to fight
for Its additional state shared reve-

nues,

IN EARLY October, state repre-
scntatlves, includlng Brotherton,
sent Blanchard a letter protesting
the veto of supplemental apprapria-
tions. “Let's not balance our own
(state} budget on the backs of local
units of government,” according to
the letter.

Suburban officlals maintain their
communitles with Increased poputa-
tlons are entitled to the state pay-
ments because the middecade consus
statute provides the additional pay-

“that

s reinforces bid to land census money

But clty offlcials expected the sup-
plemental state shared payments be.
ginning July 1, 1986. Unlike many
communities, however, Farmington
Hilts budgeted a minimum $50,000
census costs rather than pay for it
with (he expected state shared reve-

nues.

Most of the 39 communities that
quallfy for increased state shared
revenues as the result of poputation
increases would have used the addi.
tional money for capital improve.
meats. In Farmington Hllls, the
maney probably would be used to
bultd a fire station, to buy fIre equip-
ment and for road lmprovements,
Costick said.

CITY OFFICIALS arc as uncer-
tain about the possibility of receiv.
Ing additlonal liquor licenses, anoth-
er expected bonus from population
increases. The clty now has more
than 30 licenses.

n 1987-88, Farmington Hills cx-
pects to recelve $3.4 million in state
sharcd revenves, exclusive of the
supplemental census revenues. State
shared revenues represent 16 per-
cent of the city's current $21.4 mil-
lion budget. Over the next three
years, the city was cxpected to
recelve $1.7 million additional stawe
revenues, Birkhoz said,

Publle Act 245 of 1976 allows
that believe they are

ments to those
are shouldering the state's growth,”
city manager William Costick sald In
early Oclober.

Farmington Hills officials didn't
expect to receive apy additional
stale shared revenues lhis year be-
cause the city's populatlon [ncrease
wasn't certifled until after July 1 —
the start of the new budget year.

experiencing an unusually high rate
of growth to conduct a middecade
census. The act is designed to allow
these communities to recelve credit
—~ In the form of state shared reve-
nues — for population increases. To
quallfy under this legislation, a city
must have a 15 percent population
tncrease.
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