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iloxi Blues’

He’s Eugene in play but Arnold was his favorite role

By Loulso Okruteky
special writer

E FELL IN LOVE at 13,
and in the next cight
years, adoleseent fascina-

tion blossomed into a se-
rious commitment.

David Jacobson, 21, who plays the
title rale of Eugene Morris Jerome
in “Bilox| Blues” at the Birmingham
‘Theatre, was smitten with acting be-
fore he made his debut in the eighib.
grade play. 1 can remember sltting
behind the curtain opening night re-
alizing that's what T wanted 10 do,”
he said,

He experienced a similar reaction
a few years Jater when he flrst saw
“Biloxi Blues" the third night it
played in New Yark. It was Jove at
first sight but not for the role of Eu-
gene, author Neil Simon's alter ego.

“1fell in love with Arnold," Jacob-
son said. I knew 1 wanted to play
Arnold someday. 1 like Eugene but [
doved Arnold.”

He played Arnold last year with
the national touring campany of “Bi-
loxi Blues.” At the same (ime, he
was the ‘understudy for the role of
Eugene.

1 saw myself as Arnold. [ devel-
oped Arnold and Eugene side by
side. But I toved Arnold so much and
1 way (rying so hard for him, 1 didn't
have as much fun,"Jacobson said.

“THEY'RE TWOdilferent sides of

me. Arnoid is stronger while Eugene
wants to be a pleaser. He wants tobe
liked. They're apposite sldes of the
same eoln.”

Playing the rclaxed Eugene in-
stead of the intense, highly princi-
pled Arnold has lis benefits. “I'm
very happy to be playing Eugene.
I've loosened up on stage, instead of
pushing every minute to glve 2 good
performance.”

As a teenager fasclnated by the-
aler, Jacobson would stay with his
father in New York City, managing
to see three plays 2 weekend. After-
ward, he'd make his way backstage
to speak with the actors.

As an undergraduate drama stu-
dent at New York Unlversity's Tisch
School of the Arts for two years, he
helped start the unlversity's theater
company, the Spectrum Group, He's
participated in Circle in the Square,

“l wasn't auditioning. I wanted to
concentrate on my tralning,” Jacob-
son sald. While signing up for his jun-
lor-year classes, he was directed by
a friend 10 a casting director who
was visiting the school. " I sat down
and talked with him. I felt we con-
neeted. They called me back four
times. It was for a movie. School
was just starting and I sald to them:
‘I'm going 1o lose a lot of money un-
less you make your declsion.” And
they said, 'You haveit."
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David Jacobson i3 Eugene
Morris Jerome, an aspiring
writer and World War I Army
trainee, in the comedy hil
“'Biloxi Blues” at the
» Birmingham Theatre. He
plays a character who is; In
reality, 8 young Neil Simon, in
the second play ih Simon's
poignant and comic
autobiographical trilogy.
Action takes place In and
around an Army barracks in
Biloxi, Miss., and in Gulfport.
“Biloxi Blues" continues a
nine-week run through
Sunday, Dec, 20, at the
Birmingham Theatre.

Solid production recalls

Performances of “Biloxi Blues™
Ly Neil Simon continue through
Sunday, Dec. 20, at the Birming-
ham Theatre. For ticket informa-
tion, call the bor office ut &4d-
3533

‘There wasn't an empty seat in the
house at the opening of Nell Simon's
“Biloxi Blues” at the Birmingham
Theatre. And, § expect, “Biloxt” will
play to a full house as long as it'sin
town.

The cast is terrifie, the minimal
sets and painted {lats work beauti-
fully, the production is smooth from
scene 1 through scene 14. What can
go wrong? Nothing.

Slmon |s so comfortable onstage.
He's such a pro that he makes the
theatergoer lnstantly at home.
There's never any discomfort, any
sense of having to adjust, We are
transported into Simon’s world, hap-
pily laughing two minutes after the
actors open their mouths. Simon’s
famous one-liners zing around the
stage ke paper aleplanes that stay
afloat no matter how much weight
Slmon loads them with.

“Biloxi Blues” is the second play
In Simon's autobiographical trilogy.
We find Eugene Morrls Jerome, very
ably played by David Jacohsen, far
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from Brighton Beach and the 1930s
Depression. We meet the budding
writer on a train headed for basic
training in the deep South. Eugene is
carrying a notebook and scribbling
about his fellow soldiers aboard the
train, and we follow his growth irom
a nalve boy to lucky (still seribbling)
survivor of World War 11,

ALONG THE WAY Eugene Jooses
his virginity to a savvy prostitute,
Rowena, wonderfully played by Pat
Nesbit. Rowena manages to sell Eu-
gene two bottles of black-market
perfume and a palr of nylons, and
Nesbit's silky, funny performance
makes you hope she’ll turn up again.
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Eugene also falls in love for the
first Uime with the “perfect girl,”
Daisy Hannigan. She's convent cdy-
cated, well read, very pretty, versed
in all the Daisies in Hterature from
“The Great Gatsby" to “Daisy Mil
ler."

How can Eugene not {all in love
with the girl he meets at a church
dance? Faith Luther Is sweet but
never sticky, well-bred but never
stiff, and completely realistic as the
girl who belleves passlonately in Eu-
gene's Lalent.

But It's the men Eugene shares his
barracks with who walks off with
the show. Kevin Kelly is great as
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Simon’s Army training

Roy Selridge, the soldler who can‘t
say anything without leaping about.
Kelly is totally physical; he's Elvis
10 years before Elvis gyrated for his
first audience.

Scott McClelland is superb as Jo-
seph Wykowski, the crude, huge sol-
dier who readd Eugene’s journal
aloud. McCletland manages to stay
outwardly erude, yet he softens the
edges of his role in the final scene so
that we can watch Wykowski grow.

MICHAEL MCNEILL is touching
as the singing, ambivalent soldier.

David Nackman 1s particularly
fine In the tough rele of Arnold Ep-
stein, the only soldier with a fully de-
wveloped brain in the outfit. Nackman
and Jacobson play bitter, knowing
schalar vs. blithe, Inexperienced
bright-young-lad very well.

Brought up in the same faith,
“having similar backgrounds." as
Epstein observes, the two seem to
come from different paris of the
planct. Eugene is "a watcher,” as

Simon’s famous one-liners zing
around the stage like paper airplanes
that stay afloat no matter how much
weight Simon loads them with.

Epstein observes, Epstemn, who be-
fieves in dignity, compassion and in-
volvement becomes entangled in an
inevitable duel with Sgt. Merwin J.
Toomey.

Robert Kurez manages, through
sheer encrgy and technical skill, to
make the characier of Toomey a
worthy adversary. Kurcz plays a
crazed cracker with a steel plate in
his head. a man bent on discipline
cven when it makes no sense. I'm not
sure 1 believe that Epstein could

beat such a man, but, after all. tas .
WWII seen through the eyes of Ne.
Simeon. Since the ride is 50 enjoy.
who wants 10 quibble about ©
plot contrivances? Ron Stonc
James Hennesey 15 remarkablé s
gentle soldier in a world he
made for.

Helen Zucker has many pears
experience rertewing for news.
papers and magazines im Mich:
wan, New York and Massacku
sens
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Presents Professional Theatre in Farmington Hills
% Only 3 Performances Left *
* Fri, Oct. 30, 8 p.m. 10,00 Aduits, *8.00 Senfors/Students

Lo===4% Sat,Oct.31,8 p.m.*10,00 Adults, 8.00 Senlors/Students
* Sun., Nov. 1,2 p.m. *8.00 Adults, *7.00 Seniors/Students

Located on the Campus of
Qakiand Community College
1-696 & Orchard Lake Road

— Phone 47 1 '7700 for Reservations If

Visa/MasterCard accepteq
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