2 Dems seek county commission

Lilltan Jafte Oaks

Eric Coleman

past

primary endorsement, 14A

By Jackie Kleln
stalf writer

SCHOOL board trustee and a
former clty councilwoman

are among Southficld Dem-

ocrats jockeylng for posi-
tlon in the Tuesday, Nov. 3 special
primary to fill a vacant seat in Dis-
trict 21 of the Oakland County Board
of Commissioners.

Eric Coleman, elected to the
school board In 1986; Lillian Jaife
Oaks, who served eight years on 1he
city council; and repeat challenger
Lew Barnett are seeking the Demo-
cratic nomination. Barnett has not
responded to requests for interviews
by the Observer & Eccentric News
papers.

The winner will face the lone Re-
publican_contender, Douglas Soko-
lowski of Southfield, on Dec. 8. The
seat In District 21, which includes a
large portion of Southficld and a
small part of southeast Farmingion
Hills, was vacated by the death of
veteran Democratic commissioner
Alex Perinotf on Aug. 19.

COLEMAN POINTS to his busi-
ness and schoel board experience,
commitment to-the community, ac-
cessibility and ability to get things
done as reasons he belleves he would
make an effective county afficial.

ticld school trustee

“We need a sirong person to carey
on where Alex (Perinoff) left off and
 make improvemnents in areas he
may not have taken into considera-
tion,” Coleman said. *1 would be vis
ible.

“If elected to serve, | would con-
sider the desires of my constituen
and hear their views. The public is
intelligent, but many people are una-
ware of the services the county of-
fers.”

Jaffe Oaks said when she decided
not to seek re-clection to the city
counci), she didn't retire but became
actively involved in other pursuits.

“] have the time and 1 find an in-
terest in serving government,” she
said. *1 have attended many meet-
ings on the county, state and munici-
pal fevels, It serves both the city and
county well to have a cooperitive at-
mosphere.”

THE NEED for read improve-
ments, getting a fair share of county
tax dollars and lack of a cohesive
palicy for funding urban areas com-
pared to townships and villages are
major Issues facing Southfield and
Farmington Hills, Coleman said.

Jafte Oaks listed as major issues
the need for readjustment in funding
for mental health, road improve:
ments, parks and recreation and
other facilities,

On the question of road {unding.
Coleman said of the $6.5 million sur-

plus in the Qakland County budget,
$5 million was praposed 10 be allo-

Coleman sees problems with pro-
posals to combine public works. the

cated for road impt Coun-
ty Exceutive Daniel Murphy vetoed
that proposal, Colernan sald.-

“Southfield gets $300,000 a year
for improvements and aur roads are
in bad shape,” he said. "If clected, 1
would work with other commissi
ers and coalitions and be persudsive
in trying to gel more maney tor
roads. | can’t get things done by
mysell."

JAFFE OAKS said there's a nced
for $70 million, excluding infiation,
to repair and malntain roads In Oak-
land County,

“The surplus In the county budget
d for road improve-
ments,” she said, “The Eight b
corrider needs help for the county ta
be rehabilitated. Looking ahead 10
years, we have to cansider how the
money is going te be obtained.”

le

Since Perinoff died only recently.
Jadfe Oaks said. she hasn't had the
ume to deliberate on methods of
fundinp, roads.

While Coleman maintains Farm-
ington Hills faces the same issues us
Southfield, Jaffe Oaks says the-needs
of more residential Farmington
1itls differ from Southfield’s.

Coleman and Jaffe Quks both have
reservations about an Oakland Coun-
ty plan for solid wasie disposal
which Includes incineration.

“Few dumps are left and you can’t
bury solid waste anymore,” Coleman
sald. “But the hot lssue on solid
waste disposal is incinerators burn-
ing and i icals. We

drain © 's office and the
road commission under the vxecu-
tive,

“We nced checks and balances,”
he said. “What assurances do we
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would be an improvement? What are
the cost factors involved? Are we
creating a county executive who's
unapproachable and has the fina)
word? Wauld services be the same?”

Jaffe Oaks advocates combining
public works and the road and drain

have that

under the acgis of an

seat

clected offlcial, other than the coun-
ty exccutive, working with county
commissioners.

“Separate commissions create re-
dundancy,” she said. “Combining {a-
cilities would be more efficient and
would avoid duplication of budgets
and services.”

Second try

GOP candidate running unopposed

By Cascy Hans
stat{ writer

A 25-year-old Republican chal-
lenger is making his second bid for
the 21st QGakland County Commis-
sion Distriet seat — onc that has
been controlled by Democrats for
nearly 20 years.

Southficld ruesident Douglas Soke-
lowski, 25, a computer programmer-
analyst for the city of Southficld.
faces no competition in the Tuesday,
Nov. 3, primary so will serve as
party's candidate in the Tues
Dee. 8, general efection.

Sokelowski first ron for the county
seat in 1986, when he won the prima-
Ty battle, but lost to veteran county
commissioner and Democrat Alex-
ander Perinoff. Perinoff dicd earhier
this year, leaving the seat vacant.

Sokolowski said the titne has come
for a Republican 10 win the scat.

[ believe 2 Republicun might be
able to get more done.” he said.
is not receving its far

need an environmental study, The
Dbest effort is in recychng, going back
to paper instead of using plastic.
There's mare to be made and saved
if communities get togesher and re-
cyele”

JAFFE OAKS agrees that recy-
cling should be considered.

“Incineration is expensive and
we're running out of landfills.” she*
satd, "A better form of disintegra-

shate of services from the county. 1
think it's a partisan issue.”

THE REPUBLICAN challenger is
ajready campaigning door-to-door 1n
his district, which includes portions
of Southficld and Farminglon Hulls.
Yiis three main campaign issues, he
said, are based on what he 1s hearing
from residents, who are concerned
with crime, roads and communica-
tion.

tion should be 4. It seems
they've forgotten about saving the
environment from pollution. Recyl-
ing was big in World War 1L but at’s
been neglected In the last 40 years,

“We need education for recycling
and a study on incingration and other
atcas of waste removal.”

Oakland Citizens League
questions board hopefuls

8y Tim Richard
staff writer

Al the county level, he sees “a tack
of an nrhnr} policy,”* particularly in

For 25 years Alex Perinof( had
been a fixture in Oakland County
government — outspoken, a Iittle
jrascible, always with an eye on
what It cost.

Perinoft, D-Southfield, died In har-
ness late In August, ‘and his 21st
County Commission District must
pick a successor — first in pariisan
primarles Nov. 3 and then a run-off

Three Democrats are lining up in
the primary — school board mem-
ber Erle Coleman, former councils
member Lillian Jaffe Oaks and fre-
quent candidate Lew Barnett, all of

road “The Road Commis-
sion has $55 million. Our share (of
ield) is

from Madonna College and a mas-
ter's of science in administration
from Central Michigun University.

road spending in f
$350,000 to $400,000. That docsn't go
very {ar in widening roads.”

But Coleman opposes consolidat-
ing cither the Road Commission or
draln commissioner under the coun-
ty cxecutive “because he has not
demonstrated that services, opera-
tion and cconomles has improved

would i
three public works functions — the
DPW, drain commissioner and Road
Commission — under the exccutive
and county board ta “consolidate the
chain of command. We elccted to go
for consolidated county govern:
ment™ in establishing the county ex-
ecutive, he said. .

Unlike the Democratic candidates,
all

over the previous ars

He sces Oakland's top nceds as
roads, solid waste disposal and re-
maval of asbestos from county build-

Ings.
A ncarly 12.ycar resident of
Coleman said he has been

One Rep Is run-

ning.

THE DISTRICT — which hugs
Eight Mlle In Southficld and the
southcast corner of Farmington
Hills — atways has gone Democrat-
jc, but don't tell that to Douglas

active In the Democratic Party and
is founder of the Southfleld Youth in
Government program. He has a fine
arts degree from the School of the
Art in Chicago and a bachelor of
general studies degree from Wayne
State L

ki, the lone Rept can+
didate.

“The distrlet Is changing. IU's a
winnable district. People are voting
by candidate, not party. I made a
fine showlng against a very cstab.
lished candidate In 1986,” said Soko-
Jowski in an interview with the Oak-
land Citizens League.

The nonpartisan group gave no
“preferred’ rating but deslgnated
three as "well quallfled” — Republi-

¥l and Dy

OAKS WAS a Detroit school teach-
er before going Into the real estate
ani busi-

sees southern com-
munities as being shorted in the
workings of county government —
not getting interest-frec loans on
lake projeets, not getting the same
kinds of ccenomic development ser-
vices that the Oakland Tech Park
arca Is getting, needing more help in
taw cnforcement and parks.

“The county has done a (ine jobin
its development of the solid waste
plan. The majority of communities
have agreed to participate. The en-
ergy from the incineratlon is pro-
jected ta power the County Service
Center, with any excess to be sold to

ness,

A 1937 graduate of Wayne State
University, she served cight years on
the Southlield City Councit, and was
its president in 1982-3. She later
served on Gov. Blanchard's Task
Force on the Future of Higher Edu-
cation.

L

include the Demo-

can Cale-
man and Oaks.

Barnett, who challenged Perinof{
in the 1986 primary, again was un-
rated because he submitted no mate-
rial and was unavaliable for the
group’s interview.

COLEMAN, 44, Is owner-president
of OSC Companles, Inc., and Mally
Mald of Oakland, Inc., eommcrc.inl

cratle Party, National Council for
Jewish Women and varjous arts or-
ganizations.

Unable to attend the interview be-
cause she was out of the country,
Oaks wrote that she favors “consoli-
datlon of the Rond Commission, the
drain commissioner and {cxecu-
tive's) Public Works Department un-
der a single head . . . other than the

and home p
respeetively. Active in Optimist and
several youth programs, Coleman
won a scal on the school board in
1986 on hls third try.

. “I'm known for my fiscal responsi-
bility,” he said, *I would have mixed
cmotlons (about leaving the school
board for county government) be
cause T've made some impact on the
school — in hiring practices.”

“I was aclive in the John Grace
Center. It was cconomically
deprived . . . but it's better than it
was,” said Coleman, describing the
southwest carner of Southficld as
having ane of the highest percen-
tages of paverty in Oakland County.
*Ite arca has changed. People are
now planting grass.”

county

To Improve roads, Oaks advocated
returning more state gasoline and
welght taxes to Oakland County.
“ralsing land developer's costs, 2

of how tax b
are provided businesses, and an In-
crease In the gas and welght tax.”

1f those steps were taken, "There
would be no need for additlonal
property tax increases, which now
weigh heavily on the citizens of the
county.”

She would use county budget sur
pluses to reduce the property iax
rate rather than on capital projects.

SOKOLOWSKI, 25, is an analyst
programmer in data processing for
the city of Southficld. He earned a
bacheler's of aris in-social sclence

" he sald.

Like many Democralic commis-
sioners, Sokolowski advocates a
county service center [n the southern
part of the county for such offlces as
the clerk and treasurer.
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ki called for mere netgh-
horhood patrols to deter crime in
both Southfield and Farmngton
Hills, and more county road money
for Southficld. "Crime is a big issue
with anybody,” he said. “People just
don’t feel as safc as they used 10.”

If clected, Sokolowski said he

y

Douglas Sakoloskl
Southlield city employee

would immediately begin an infor-
mational newsletter to his constitu-
ents, who he said have little knowl-
edge of what their county represent-
ative can do. “Maost people don't

even know they have a county com-
missioner,” he added.

During last year's election, Soko-
lowski called for an expanded county
sheriff's department with {ree Jocul
police to combat residential crime
He also advocated more federal und
state support and financial equity
among the governmental units in the
county. He supports the county’s sui-
id waste plan.

SOKOLOWSK] HOLDS a bachelor
of arts degree in social science from
Madonna College and a master’s de-
gree in administration from Centra:
Michigan Unlversity. He has worked
in Southfield’s data proessing du-
partment for 3t years

He is a two-term president of the
National Camping and Hiking Asso
clatian Youth Club and has been ac-
tive in the Boy Scouts of Americs
He has lived in Southfield for the
past six yeats.

The 21st Oaktand County Commu -
sion District includes an area from
Eight Mile to 10 Mile, west to the
boundary of the city of Farmington
and cast to Greenfield Road at the
boundary of the city of Oak Park.

Oukland County has a 27-mem-
ber board of commissioners, which
functions much like a state legisla-
ture o city council,

The board acts on proposals of
the county executive; can override
an executive veto by two-thirds
vote; passes the general govern-
ment budget; and makes appoint-
ments to such boards as the South-

Panel oversees county

cast Michlgan Transportation Au-
thority, the Huron Clinton
Metropolitan Authority and the
Qakland County Road Cemmission.

Electlons are partisan. Term of
office is two years, Current salary
is $16,089.

The 21 County Commission Dis-
trict includes southern Southfield
and southeast Farmington Hills

Shop until 9 p.r

DISPLAY WITH DRAMA

Spotlight your collectibles in
our graceful, canted front
corner curio cabinet. Top

light; mirrored back: adjustable
glass shelves: two doors.

Constructed of cherry veneers
and solid hardwoods, the

unit is finished (n rich
brown cherry. $795.

Jacobsons

n. on Thursday and Friday
Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday




