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By Avigdor Zatomp
special writer

The Birmingham-Bloomfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (BBSO) started its
... 13th 'season last Sunday at Temple
. Beth ¥l of Bloonfield Township.
, This is a departure from previous
., seasons In which this archestra per-
formed in a high schoel auditoriuvm,
“We have decided that it may be
time 1o graduate from high school,”
. said Barbara Diles-Zebl, president of
. BBSO. Other programs arc sched-
. uled for the Birmingham Seaholm
Auditorium, the Birmingham The.
ater and Christ Church Cranbrook,
It would unrealistic to expect a
T community orchestra to possess the
. quality of a major orchestra, of
: course. But some top-rate quality

'East meets West, in music, at

¢+ By Avigdor Zaromp
+ special writer

: Musical talent from the Far East

- has been providing competition far
. cstablished Western institutions for
¢+ several decades.

Until recently, it was mostly from
. Japan and Korca. Maintand China,
> with §ts population of about ene bil-
. lion, remained a world onto itself un-
: th 1976, That was when China start-

ed its slow recovery from the cultur-
al setbacks of the “Cultural
Revelution.”

. By Avigdor Zaromp
special writer

The Detroit Contemporary Cham-
ber Music Ensemble, In its quest to
make contemporary music accessi-
ble to a wlder audience, did it again

< last Friday.

' Bernard Rands, whose reputation
. asaleading contemporary composer
. is onthe rise, was the featured guest.
¢ Two of his works, “Canti del sole”
+ and “Canti Lunatici,” written in 1983
. and 1981, respectively, were pre-
sented.

Barrett Ralellis, music director
and conductor of this series, has
* been dedicated to bringing quality

contemporary music 10 the public

+ for scveral years, Attracting an au-
+  dience for this has always been an
¢ uphill battle. There was a respect-
i able attendance for this event. The
! audience filled the Guild Hall of
Christ Church Cranbroak.

Kalellis shared his conducting role
with James Dawson, who is on the

8 (s

was reflected in this latest program.
The fact that Felix Resnivk, conduc-
tor and music director of the BBSO,
and Linda Sncdden-Smith, concert-
master and solaist on that program,
are bath Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra, BSO. violinists is a plus.

it is also possible that, due to the
extra time availadle as a result of
the DSO work s e, Resnick and
Snedden-Smith were able to dedieate

During the preceeding traumatic
period, classical music was among
many cultural activities that were
completely banned and lts practi-
tioners were jailed or exiled.

The Central Phitharmonic Orches-
tra of China, established in 1956,
would have been consldered a young
orchestra even without more than a
decade of disruption by the Cultural
Revolution. This orchestra recently
perfarmed at Orchestra Hal) on the
new international serles.

1t would be jmpossible to deter-
mine the reason for the low atten-

more of thelr professional efforts to
this orchestra. But even under the
best possible leadership, an orches-
tra can be only as good as its individ-
ual musicians. And the quality of
these musleians In this performince
was impressive,

The program consisted of Weber's
overture “Der Freischutz,” the Con-
certo fn G minor for Violin and Or-

chestra by Bruch and the Symphony
No. 7 by Beethoven.

The peak came with Linda Sacd-
den-Smith as soloist in the Bruch
Cuncerto. Her clean yet richly ex-
pressive tone, her effortless handling
of the double-stops and her musi-
cianship would have made her per-
formance lmpressive with an or-
chestra of any rank and callber, It
was the kind of performance that

em, wraed out to be ihe weakest.
The tempo of the maln body of the
movement was sluggish and even in
that pace there were occasional dif-
ficulties in staying together,

The Beethoven symphony recelved
far more impressive treatment.
Being one of Beethoven's powerful
“odd numbered” symphonies, the
Seventh Is a demanding work.

Resnick managed to perfarm even

gave the work body and in
spite of its syrupy texture,

The orchestra deserves credit for
its rule as well. Amang the notewor-
by aspects was the clean and pro-
fessional sound of the strings. There
was none of that amateurish sound
with bad Intanation that one hears so
often with community archestras.

The Weber overture, the shortest

the fast at fult tempo,
which is no casy feat. The stow, sec-
ond movement, however, should
nave been plaved considerably
slower and could have benefited
from more emphasis on its expres-
siveness.

A more pertinent problem con-

cerned the brass, especially the.

horns, which were much too loud.

i‘@mhestra ranks wiih the best of its kind

This was especially true In the third
and fourth mbvements, when monot-
onous brass themes dominated ev.
erything else, making the work
sound Itke a concerto for brass and
strings obligatta,

The problem may have been
caused by the unpredictable acous-
tics of the hal), which is of unconven-
tional shape. Experimenting with ale
ternate positioning of the musiclans
should alleviate this problem in the
Tuture,

With proper regard for the overall
balance, the BBSO is capable of pro-
duclng a performance of profession-
al level it can be truly proud af.
Even in the best orchestras there is
room for improvement. Among com-
munity orchestras, the BBSO is enc
of the best.

Orchesira Hall

review

dance. Possibly the record drop of
the Stock Market that day may have
been a factor. Musleally and artisi-
cally, however, I found it to be ane of
the more rewarding experiences of
the new season.

While there were some technical
flaws and shortcomings, one coutda't
help being impressed with the many

review

faculty of Oakland University andl
executive producer of this serics,

Rands, born in England in 1934,
received much of his training in lta-
Iy under such recognized maslers as
Dallapiccola, Maderna and Berlo.
He came to this country in 1975,
Some 70 of his works are regularly
performed all over the world, many
were cammissioned by distinguished
musical organizations. Currently,
Rands is a professor of composition
at Boston University.

Of the two works an the program,
for voice and chamber ensemble,
“Canti del Sole” was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize in Music in 1984, Pri-
or to that it had been performed by
Paul Sperry and the New York Phil-
harmanic, and alse by Zubin Mehta
at the Horlzons '83 Festival. As its

title suggests, the sun is [ts centra)
topic. while 'Cami Lunatici' deals
with the moon.

Raunds is an unabashed contempo-
rary composer who doesn't resort Lo
tonality as a means of attracting a
larger audience, as many others
seem 10 be doing. He isn't squeamish
about using an all-out contemporary
sound. Not everyone would embrace
his music enthustasticaily. But the
sense of integrity and awthority on
the subject is undeniable. Rands®
knowledge extends beyond the
domain of music, into poetry and lit-
erature.

The works on the program are
based on texts by different poels
from different countrics, in five dif-
ferent languages. “Cantl del Sale™
was sung by the young tenor Michael

positive and cncouraging clements
that were present.

In politics, one often hears about
“East-West relations. The improved
relations between this country and
China was reflecied In the fact that
the pregram was preceeded by play-
ing both national anthems. But the
music of the acteal selections went

Concert offers musical foray

Pavelich. “Canti Lunatici” was sung
by soprane Edith Diggory, whom 1
have heard on previous occasions in
mostly contemporary works. The ine
strumental role was performed by

11 local musicians, many of whem
perform regularly inarea chamber
oevents.

apprehension &
ture of the m

musie made sense.

One cauld “feel™ the different
phases and positions of the sun,
evoking different ass ions. Dig-
Rory in the
“Canti Lunatici.” While portions af
the work are based on the comman
association between the moon and
lunacy, the music itsel{ conveyed a
sense of sophisticated art, even
though it would occasionally resort
10 harsh means to portray an idea in
its peculiar musical language,
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beyond impi relatlons,

There was a sease of unlty that Is
capable of transcending any linguis-
tlc and natlonal barriers, in splte of
the fact that most of these muscians
are not fluent in English.

The program consisted of the
overture to Verdi's "La Forza del
Destino,” the Celle Concerto by El-
gar and Symphany No, 8 by Dvorak.

The Elgar Concerto was a substi-
tution for the origlnally planned
Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto, be-
cause violinist Wang Xiao Dong, who
was scheduled to play it injured a
finger.

Young cellist Jian Wang, who has

been performing before Western as -

well as Oriental audiences for the
past decade, was Impressive in this
difficult concerto. His big, richly en-
dowed tone quality penetrated even
the thickest orchestral textures,

For the most part, conductor
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Zuohuang Chen was successful in
keeping the orchestra out of the so-
loist's way, cnabling Jian Wang to
come through even in the more se-
rene and introverted passages.

The frequent changes from agitat-
ed, extroverted passages (0 subdued,
introverted oncs makes this one of
the most demanding concertos far
this instrument. In splte of some
rough spots, Wang demonstrated ar-
(istle talent and maturity In tackltng
thls challenging work.

Maestro Zuohuang Chen had the
advantage of being exposed to the
best Western musical institutlons,

Soﬂu d Amor,
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