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A new twist to prep game: video playoffs

HIS TIME I'VEGOT IT.

1 know, I know, I've sald It be-
fare. I've had more money-making
schemes than the stock market's

had 100-point fiuctuations In a single day.

But this time, I really think I'm on to
something. This idea incorporates every-
thing people love: television, football, 2
touch of gambling, audicnce participation,
and the excitement of playoffs.

Here's the best part of my plan: Everyont
goes to the state tournament! .

Sounds crazy, 1 know. But it could work.
Examine thls year’s prep playoff flasco. So
whey expanded, taking 16 teams per elass.
There are stifl"the Westland Jobn Glenns,
Trays, Redford Cathollc Centrals and North
Farmingtons out there, teams that can only
make it to post-scason play through a serles
of highly unlikely events — somcthing as
likely as the Ayatollah, the pope and Jim
Bakker alt agreeing to do lunch.

Let's expand further, How, you ask, with-
out taking the season Into next spring?

[Easy, I answer. Enter the computer age.

Here's the gimmick. First, cach and every

high scheol football game is televised on
cable, A computer program is devised to
evaluate each and every play, both offen:
sively and defensively. Each team is award-
ed or penalized points for performance, ot
cvery play.

Outcome, class level of apponent (A, B, C
or D) and opponent’s ability are all factored
into the {inal totals, which are kept for eve-
ry team for the entlre season, At the end of
the regular seasan, every team is sceded ac-
cording to his final point total.

SEE THE BEAUTY of i1? Instcad of being
cvaluated on just who you play and what the
outcome is, every play is taken into consid-
eration. It's fairer, and certalnly more accu-
rate. And It also encourages Rob Hager-
style football ("Keep those points piling up.
guys").

l’:’lul more — it allows for expansion, and
without ever exposing a team (o overwark.

Here’s how: With cach team's entire sea-
son stored in a computer, a coach and his
staff can conduct’a game against an oppo-
nent, limited to the plays he used during the
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ball game.

THAT'S WHERE audicnee purticlpation
comes in. Here's how: A guy's at home,
watching hls favorite team = say Redford
Union — play Rochester Adams. Now, ir.
any football game, there's a lot of dead time
between plays, Isn't there?

I say capltalize on it! TV watchers use

1och

season. A coach calls his offensive play; his
oppanent counters with a defense. The com-
puter calculates how many yards arc galned
or lost, taking Into consideratlon each
team's record and success rate on that par-
ticular piay.

The first three rounds of the playoffs
could be conducted like this — all in the first
weck. That would narrow it down to the fi-
nal 16, which — like the present playoff sys-
tem — could be done live and in person,
with real teams.

Sound good so far?

1 know what you're thinking. Flaws, too
many flaws. This sounds like an expensive
praposition, filming every high school foot-

thelr remote ch to enter what
the next play will be, run or pass, and how
many yards will be galned or lost. Say 200
people are playing the TV game. Polnts are
awarded (o whoever's guess is best. By
game's end, the person with the most points
wins the jackpot.

Wins what, you ask? That depends on how
many people were playing. Say It costs five
bucks to play. Make it llke a 50-50 drawing
(which, by the way, are legal at every high
schoa) game I've ever been to) — 50 percent
Is prize money, 50 percent goes for ex-
penses.

Now, there's no reason (e limit the play-
ers. 1 a guy plays a)) nine weeks of the regu.
tar season, his point totals give him a shot at
a grand prize. That would encourage partici-

pation each and every week.

WHAT DO YOU think so far? Sure, there
are details to work out, but it is more than
feasible. More than reasonable. And certain.
ly niore than profitable.

Imagine the television revenues from the
sale of the first three rounds of the playolfs,
‘A coach calls a play, another calls a defense,
a film of the play Is run, the computer does
Its thing, and a number {lashes: gain of 22,
first down. And thousands of people are busy
playing ot home!

1 like it. Everything America siands for is
Included — the thrill of victory, the agony of
dofeat, the risk of Investment, and — most
importantly — the fairness that ali leams,
the best and the bums, have a chance at a
state chainpionship.

Computerizing high school football. It
work, Actually, i's been done, Coaches
around the state are busy with thelr caleula.
tors, figuring what has to happen this weck-
cnd for thelr teams to make the playoffs.

All 1 want 10 do, baslcally, Is make that
figuring more exciting, more expansive —
and more profitable.

Post-season berths hinge on final games

By 8rod Emona
and Dan O'Moara
statf wrlters

HAT'S THE SCCOP on
the state football
playoffs?

By Sunday night ev-
erything should be cleared up, but
between now and then there wlil bea
few anxious coaches and teams,
wondering whether they'll qualify
for one of the state’s coveted 64 post-
season berths.

Class A Region 1V Is the mast in-
triguing, as twe area teams are
hanging on the edge.

The playoff system, a computer
ranking based on the numberof vic-
torics and opponents’ victeries, cur-
rently finds Westland John Glenn (7-
1) and Redferd Catholle Central (7-1)
both looklng from the outside in Re-
gion IV,

@ Both tcams first must get past
thelr respective oppenents In the
scason finale to have any kind of a
shot.

Glenn must defeat rlval Wayne
Memeorial (6-2) and CC must top
Southgate Aquinas {6-2) for the Cath-
olic League's A-B Diviston champl-
onship, No easy task for either team.

® Sterling Heights {8-0) and Dear-
born Fordson (8-0) are “locks" on
two of the four spots. Sterlng
Heights, taps at 113.000 on the com-
puter, could lose at 26 Mount
Clemens and still get in. Fordson,

- 110.00, could lose at Melvindale (5-3)

and stlll make it. Both teams, how-
ever, should finish the year undefeat.
ed.

® The teams with an inside track

* for the other two spots ave once-

beaten Detroit Chadsey (95.5) and
Utica Eisenhower (93.875). Chadscy

. will be a virtual Jock i It defeats 7-1
: Detroit Cass Tech in the Public
+ School League championshlp, but

that is no guarantee. And Eisenhow-
er should get the other spot If it

beats 7-1 Sterling Heights Stevenson
(another Region IV team), which is
no cinch.

® Catholle Cemtral, fourth this
week on the computer at 94.75, and
Glenn sixth at 92,625, will bath be
rooting for Cass Tech and Sterling
Heights Stevenson to win this week
to have a chance at one of the two
flnal spots. Both CC and Glenn have
a slight edge over two ather once-
beaten teams, Port Huron Northern
{91.750) and Berkley (93.750). Port
Huron Northera winds up the season
at Warren Couslno (5-3) and Berkley
travels to Oak Purk (2-6).

@ It appears that three other
once-beaten teams — Troy (91.750),
Dearborn Edsel Ford (90.208) and
Sterling Heights Stevenson (83.0) —
are real longshots.

What does this all mean? Bath CC
and Glenn have ta help themselves
and then get some help. Glenn has a
slight edge over CC, but it will all
depend on bonus polnts and whether
Glenn's or CC's opponents do better
thls weekend,

AND WHERE DOES once-beaten
North Farmington fit into the pic-
ture in Class A Region I11? Tocarna
shot, the Raiders must first defeat
Clarkston (6-2) Saturday at home.
‘That's no lock-cinch.

The odds are stacked against the
Raiders, who are behind Warren Lin-
coln (8-0), which wraps up the scason
against Warren Fitzgerald (0-8)
Ferndale (7-1), which [finlshes
against Hazel Park (3-5); Birming-
ham Brother Rice (7-1), which plays
Class C Orchard Lake St. Mary's (7-
1); Cass Tech, which takes on Chad-
sey (see above) and Grosse Polnte
South (7-1). which must Jose to rival
Grosse Pointe North (6-2). North
must also get help from Royal Qak
Kimball (3-5), which plays another
Regton I1I challenger, Royal Oak
Dondero (7-1).

The area’s other team eyeing post-
scason play, Farmingion Harrison

CABINETS

(7-1), is a “lock” for one of the four
spots In Class B Reglon IV. The
Hawks could lose Saturday in the
season finale to West Bloomfleld (4-
4) and still make the playoffs.

Other teams battling for the three
spots in Class B Reglon IV include:
unbeaten Allen Park, which plays at
Class C Detrolt Lutheran West (4-4);
Monroe Cathelic Central (-0}, which
faces Ypsilanti Lincoln (6-2), Dear-
born Divine Child (6-2), which meets
Redford Bishop Borgess (4-4) for the
second time this year (DC won the
first meeting by a polnt). and Aqui-
nas, which meets CC (see above).

Harrison is a lock because it has
defeated seven of eight Class A op-
ponents. It's only defeat was (o
Glenn.

LAST WEEK, both prognosti-
caters had a rough week, O'Meara,
8.6 last week, is now 88-29 on the
vear. Emons, 9-5 last week, is 82-33.

Here are the season’s final predic-

tions.

FRIDAY GAMES
{all games at 7:30 p.m.)

Llv. Stovenson {8-2} gt Liv. Churchilt
(4-4): The Spartans may be kicking them-
salves for losing to Franklin (14-13) eath-
et in Ihe year, or they might have been in
the thick of things in Class A Rogion IV.
Churchill 15 a young team hoping to fimsh
the year on a winning note. Picks — Ste-
venson wins itS Gixth Straight.

Westland Glenn {7-1) at Wayno Mo-
mortal {6:2): The (ast time Wayne deleat:
ed Glenn wns when Rick Rogers was cat-
rying the pgskin. This 1s 4 grudge match
1hat wi malch passing Guariorbacks Clint
Sitaup ot Glenn and Mike Hoard of
Wayne. Look 10t an acnial show. Picks —
o with Glenn again.

Ply. Canion (3-5) vs, Ply. Sofom {5-3)
&t CEP: Canton has never beaten Salem
since 1he schools began meeling. An up-

* set in the making? Picks — Emons soys
Canton plays oul of its skufl. O'Mearn
say5 the Rocks are a solid chorce,

Farmington (1-7) o1 Redford Union {2-
6): In a game hke this, turnovers could be
1he determining jactor. AU's olignse 15
shghtly botter, but Farmington's defense

could provide an upsel. Picks — Emons
says Farmingtan comes 10 play. RU gets
the nod irom O'tdeara

SATURDAY GAMES
(ali at 1 p.m. uniess noted)

Garden Clty (0-8) at Llv. Frankiin (4
4): Tne Cougars aro 1rying 1o aveid a du-
tious record, whilo the Palnots hope to
make 1 @ winning season. GC handled the
Pats easlly last year, Picks — GC pulis
ihe upset, according to Emons. Frankin
Himghes apove .500 by O'Meara’s estima-

ion.

Clarencuvitie (6-2) 81 Thusston (1.7): A
mismaten? Mot really because Clarenco:
wille has played a weaker schedule. Thurs-
1on's cefense, 3 good one, is constantly
on ibe held. Tha offense has been palhet-
ic al times. Picks — Emons says Thuts-
lon siumps the so-called expetts
O'Meata picks Clatencewilie.

W. Bloomfield (4-4) 81 Farm. Harrlson
{7-1); West Bloomlield 1s coming olf u win
and Harrison 1s coming off a loss. but
don't be surptised it $hings fall in reverse
this weok, Picks — The Hawks tune up

for the playotts.

Clarkston (6-2) at N. Farmingion (7-1):
An intetesting matchup because the Raw-
ers have been stiugghng Ihe past few
weehs Clarkston has lost to a pair of
lough teatns in state playot! contenders
Midtang Dow and South Lyon. Picks -
Clarkston wins 8 road fes}, predicls
Emons. North stands its ground at home.
says O'Meara. -

Bishop Botgess (4-4) vs. Divine Chitd
{6-2): The two 1odms mot oarlier in the
season with OC escaping with a one-point
win Borgess’s losses have been to CC.
Rice. Notro Dame (one paint) and DC
(one pont). DC has been beaten by
Hatper Woods Bishop Gallagher and AA-
Dwmision champ Southgale Aquinas. Picks
— The con please. I1's hoads, Borgess
keeps OC out of the playolts.

Grosse Pte. Liggelt {1-7) o1 Lutheran
‘wostland {2-5): Lutheran Wesiland has
been overwhetmed at times i its first vat-
sty season, but Liggelt is nathing to brag
about, Picks — Liggott wins.

FACTORY DIRECT COMPUTERS

Complete Color System Bullet 286, AT Performance
Turbo XT, 8.0 MH2, 612K with Amber TTL Monitor
(2)360 K FLOPPY ) and 30 MB Seagate Hard
RGB Cotor and Card Disk, 1MB Memory with

built In disk casing
ony $GQ 700 only $ 4199Q0°
FCC Class B .

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 1 year full warranty

[——F— 24175 Telegraph
o - {Behind 24151 Telegraph)
-':?.UPPI.V Southfield, Ml
COMPANY 853-0351
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REPLACE...

REFACE’

CHIMNEYS

Cleaned
Screanad
Repalred

Roofs |

* Repalred
« Re-Rooted
« New

w

REFACING EXPERTS

in Wood or Formica

[’ﬁKITCHEN

FORMICA
COUNTER TOPS AVAILABLE
‘Wo strip and reface afl gxposed areas
wilth woodgrain, color formica of solid
wood. Jastall naw doars, haw drawat
fronts, new moldings and now hard-

We also build now custom cabinols,
built in dishwashars, built in microwave
ovens, disposals and appliances.
] FREE ESTIMATES
.3 7 DAYS A WEEK

Ros Lagest Gection of Sty, Patems

- 57 Matara's o the Madwest®
DICK ANDERSON'S REFACING SYSTEMS
1028 Monroe, Dearborn 278-0300 or 1-800-922-6533

MODERN & EUROPEAN STYLES

FORMICA SOLID WOODS
Qak, Cherry
and Birch @

Solid Colors
and Woodgrain
SERVING WAYNE, OAKLAND & MACOME
+« FACTORY SHOWROOM k
- FREE ESTIMATES

1842 E. 11 Mile Rd,, Madison Hgts.
1Block W. of Deguindre  Daily 8-5, Sun, 10-4

Markley Marine

— STILL AVAILABLE —
inside Dry Storage
s2-90 per square ft.
Undercovered Bubbling
s600 plus electric

3700 including electric
Outside winter Dry Storage sold out

24-HOUR GUARD SERVICE
31300 N. RIVER RD.
MT. CLEMENS
469-6000

Al snowplaws are not created equall
d in Ihe business of snowplowang.
second bost just won't do.

ahbr plows past he compelition
_wilh Icaturos (ike qur eaclusivo inp
2dge, cuslamized mounlings and
!auv chowe of electric or bell-
tiven hydraulics.

Find oul toctay why we say, nothing
stacks up 1o a Fisherl

:. Call Tom Lenhardt or Don Andersan
{313) 292-9500

arncy
CROWN CONTRACTING, INC,
427-3981
LICENSED + INSURED » GUARANTEED
SINCE 1952

JROOM

= 8HO .
. 2374 Franklin.Road
.Blnomfi,‘dld Hills
' 856-7010
 Hotigs. 95 p.m. 4
S tnwEne 4




