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House explodes self-help road fee bill 2-1

By Tim Richard
staff writor

State lawmakers Tuesday dyna-
mited a key building block in subur-
bla’s attempt to fund new local road
construction.

The House of Representatives
bambed, 2-1, cnabling lcgislation
that would have given countles with
high ecanomlce growth the power to
tevy “impact fces” on developers of
commerclal, Industria) and apart-
ment projects,

“I'm very disappointed,” said John
Grubba, managing dlrector of the
Oakland County Road Commission.
He has been selling the idea since re-
turning from a national convention
1% years ago.

“We intend to pursue iL. It took six
times in South Carolina,” Grubba
said.

BUT REP, MAXINE Berman, D-
Southfield, the biil's sponsor, was
less optimistic about trying again af-
ter the 63-34 defeat.

I have other bills. I don’t know I
1 have time” to pursue reconsidera-
llOl;. the second-term lawmaker
sald.

7.

Hep. Maxine Berman
other bills to work on

Why dld an essentially self-help
bill for Wayne, Oakland, Macomb,
Genesee and Kent countles bomb
ncarly 2-17

Pressure from house bullders, pol-
itics and lack of enthusiasm from
Gov. James Blanchard’s administra-
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Lion seemed to be the answers.

“}f Oakland folks don't convince
Recpublicans, , ."* Democrat Berman
began, noting few out-

Township — both Wayne.
GROUPS BACKING the blll were

slde the Oakland delcgation support
od her House Bill 4722, Here's how
area representatives voted:

Democrats for: Justine Baros of
Westland, Berman of Southfield,
James Kosteva of Canton, Wilfred
Webb of Hazel Park.

Democrats agalnst: John Beanett
of Redford Townshlp.

Democrat absent: Willlam Kelth
of Garden Clty.

Republicans for: W.V, Brotberton
of Farmington, Mat Dunasklss of
Lake Orion, David Honlgman of
West Bloomlleld, Judith Miller of
Birmingham and Gordon Sparks of
Troy — all Oakland.

Republicans agalnst: Lyn Bankes
of Livonta, Gerald Law of Plymouth

the League and
many commerclal-ndustrial devel-
apers.

O were the Michigan Asso-
clation of Homebullders and many
residentlal real estate flrms, whose
argument was summed up by Red-
ford's Bennett:

“They say impact fees will add 1-2
percent to the price of 2 house. Use
the 2 percent figure ‘cause that's
more likely. That will add $1,600 to
the price of an $80,000 home.

*About B0 percent of people can't
qualify for purchase (of new homes).
This will disquallfy many prospec-
tive buyers. There will be stagna-
tion, less housing, less jobs.”

Berman countered it would be bet-

ter to amortize the fee into a 30-year
mortgage than to charge the publlc
higher Laxes.

“We can’t have development with:
out raads,” she sald. "It (impact fees,
Isn't a new and off-the-wall idea. It's
been used clsewhere.”

But like many ctltics of the bill
Berman sald in a corrldor interview
she prefers a statewide gasoline tax
increase — a measure Gov. Blane:
hard opposes.

1t would be a true user fee. Tour:
ists would be paying it. But we didn‘t
have that option today," she said.

THE BILL, If enacted, would have
allowed county road authoritles t

der an amendment sponsored by
Rep. Sparks of Troy.

Atmost all discussion of the ldea
had been in terms of industrial, com-
mercial, office and hotel areas
where vast amounts of job-related
traffic are generated on two-lane
county roads.

Fees could have been applied anly
10 new projects, not existing ones.

One supporter was Ken Strobel,
vice president of Bellemead Devel-
opment Corp., a national firm locat-
ed in Troy, “A real threat to the
state’s growth and economic stabili-
ty.” he wrote to lawmakers, “is traf-
fic gridlock.”

He said his firm voluntarily com-
mitted $9 million toward a $12 mil-

prepare a five-year plan
a development district. The electec
county board of commlssioner:
would have o approve the fees un

lion road impi project in
Troy. “Traftic gridlock will drive
customers away, as it did in Hous-
ton,” Strobel warned.

65 speed bill has ‘ticket tax’

A Housc-passed 65 mph freeway
speed lmit blll faces an uncertain
future in the Michigan Senate be-
cause [t contajns the controversial
$5 “ticket tax.” .

“It makes no sease to link the
number of tickets to the number of
police officers,” objected Rep. M.L.
Mickey Knight, R-Muskegon.

He cchoed arguments of Republi-
can senators who refused to adopt
Gov. James J. Blanchard's proposed
$5 surcharge on all tickets for mov-
ing violatlons as a method of raising
revenue to hire mare state police
troopers.

BUT A WEARY majority of the
House, which has voted on various
forms of the bill six times, was eager
Tucsday to get the Issue out of the

way.

The bill was adopted 72-34 and
sent back to the Scnate for concur-
rence on the ticket tax.

Area representatlves supporting it
were; Democrats Justine Barns of
Westland, James Kosteva of Canton
and Wilfred Webb of Hazel Park:
and Republicans Lyn nkes of
Livonia, W.V. Brotherton of Farm-
ingtan, Mat Dunaskiss of Lake Orion,
Davld Honlgman of West Bloom-

ficld, Gerald Law of Plymouth
‘Fownship, Judith Miller of Birming-
ham and Gordon Sparks of Troy.
Opposed _were Democrats John
Beanett of Redford and Maxine Ber-
man of Southficld, neither of whom
spoke during floor debate. Absent
was William Keith, D-Garden City.

THE BILL was repaired from Jast
weck, when metropolitan area
lawmakers charged it discriminated
agalnst their areas in the areas of
penalty points,

“The compromise will set the
same penalties for driving over the
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speed limit regardless of whether
the speed limit is 55 or 65,” said
Democratic floor leader Lewis Do-
dak of Montrose.

FThe new schedule of vielations,
points and minimum fines is:

® 56-60 mph — zero points, $10
minimum fine.

® §1-70, one point, $20.

® 71-80, two points, $30.

@ 81-85, three points, $40.

@ 86 and up, four points, $50.

The higher speed limit will apply
to only 720 miles of rural interstate
{reeways of Michign's 1,700 miles of
limited access highways, Dodak said.

Trucks and buses still will be lim-
ited to 5§ mph.
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