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By Mary Rodriquo
staff writer

There was a time not 50 long ago
when to seea woman in a pickup
truck meant one thing — she was
being held hostage.

Maybe Tom Blackwell's assess-
ment is part humor, part exaggera-
tion, but not much.

Women buying trucks and vans
in unprecedentied numbers s partly
responsible for the boom that has
truck sales surpassing new car
sales in a trend insiders don't ex-
pect to end any time soon.

“If they're not coming out to buy
them, they're sure picking out the
colors,” said Blackwell, new truck

Plymouth,
THE RANGER plckup, a down-
_slzed version of the ful]-scale F150

vehicle In the world the last few
years going,” accarding to
Blackwell,

sales manager at Blackwell Ford in

pickup “has been the best-selling.

The Ranger and the Acrostar
Wagon, a seven-passenger vehicle,
are Ford Motor Co.'s most popular
truck and van models. And in a
price scale ranging from $6,000 to
$12,000 for the Ranger and $11,500
to $17,000 for the Acrostar, it has
wide consumer appeal.

“The popularity has to do with
better visibility, the safety factor,
they're as comfortable as most
cars and casier to drive,” sald Ted
Masters, new truck sales manager
at Bob Seliers Pontiac, Farmington
Hills.

Sellers’ best sellers are the 515
Jimmy *“a good ali around family
truck — casy to handle” and the
Salari passenger van.

“Pickups still account for 40 to
50 percemt of the market,” said
Masters.

“They appeal more to females
now because they're not big and
bulky or hard to operate, like in the

st
“They've stylish. You can get

them with every modern conven-
ience imaginable — tilied wheel,
tinted glass, you name It. Any fea-
ture you can put on a Cadillac you
can put on a truck now. And with
the downstzing of cars, for a famiiy
with two or three kids, there aren't
many cars they can fit lato com-
fortably. And It has the abllity 10
hitch up to a tratler.”

WHEN KATHY Cooper's hus-
band, Don, surprised her with a
Ford Acrostar Wagon a year ago.
she admitted she was a bit intimi-
dated by its size. But the Livonia
mother of a preschooler became a
quick convert to the comforts of
motoring by van.

The Coopers recently traded in
that model for a new customi-de-
signed Chevy van, complete with
AM/FM sterco, CB radio, color
welevislon, snack tables, captan’s
chairs front and rear and a turtle-
top roof,

“It handles well, it’s good for

trapnsporting things, and it's espe-
cially good far kids,” Kathy Cooper
sald. .

The most, popular features are
automatic transmissions and air
conditioning, Masters added. “Be-
yond that you can get them loaded
1o the gills.”

Acrostars, like many models.
have their own laser-stripe pack-
ages. and colors vary greatiy. The
Cooper family van is white with sl
ver trimming.

*1 remember years ago wemen
waouldn't have anything to do with
trucks. Now it's kind of the thing to
have,” Masters said.

WOMEN DON'T account for the
entire market, of course. New con-
verts to the world of light trucks —
male and female — are constantly
being made.

One Plymouth restdent gave up
his Chevy Monza three years ago
for an $10 Chevy Blazer.

“It goes in any kind of weather
because it's a four-wheel drive,

. . .everybody’s picking up on it

the
arvun

of Toum W carl
vt

duced a cumpletely re
otfering a sleeker de:
afly providing mone
mare fap room. kb
to be a big sclicr.

voneern.

Bill Steckel, truck sule
tor Crestwoud Dodge
Cuty, calls truck sales “ine brights
est spot in the anto ndustry rignt
now.

rucks appeal to the tuli spec-
trum of buyers, from yuung to vl
1 expect '88 will be vven better.
Trucks are more eomfortable, mul.
ti-purpose vehicles.”

Dodge offers the Dakuta. a mad.
stzed pickup, and imports such as
the Ram 56

Midnight Cafe plays
hard but not heavy

Continued irom Page 3

It’s the hottest

The reason they play known
heavy.metal venucs is there are few
other places to play.

“That's cne of our problems.” said

Vincent “Vinz” Panzo, percussionist
for the band. “There are only heavy.

metat clubs or (Top 40 clubs) to play.

There’s no in-between for us.”

As a result, Midnight Cafe finds it-
self In a rather unique position: playe
ing for an audience of head bangers.
Surprisingly. their music goes over
rather well,

Heck, even some of the heavy-
metal crowd might get up and dance
once In awhile 1o Midnight Cafe’s
musle,

The blend of music has been devel
oped primarily in the last vear. The
group already has 30 songs written
and are in the process of shopping
around for a record deal.

LESSNAU, WHOSE father is
noted jazz pianist and movie pro-
ducer Bobby Laurel, does the a ma-
Jority of the writlng for the group.
The five others provide the musical
input.

Midnight Cafe clicked from day
one, say members.,

“The chemistry Is there,” said
Charles Barmard, 23, of Redford
Township and keyboardist with the
band,

- “We're all good friends,” Slitt
ndded. *This Is my last band. This is
i

¥ Midnight Cafe is made up of dl-
R verse musteal backgrounds. Barnard
has classical and jazz rools. Panzo
B has been in o blues band, a reggae
PR band and a hard-rock band.

B Slitto's musical resume is dotted
Wwith hard-rock expericnce as is that

of Christopher Kolano of Westland,
oo plays guitar, keyboards and
Ites songs for the band,

GORDON SPENCER, who Is orig-

tly from Los Angeles, has played
;:!umerou blues bnnd:. He joined
! .

‘That’s one of our
problems. There are
only heavy-metal clubs
or (Top 40 clubs) to
play. There’s no in-
between for us.’

— Vincent ‘Vinz' Panzo

Midnight Cale

Midnight Cafe recently after an-
swering an ad In a newspaper for a
bass player.

“He can thump,” Slitto satd of

. Spencer.

Lessnau comes from a diverse
background which includes classical
music and heavy metal (“IU's Irritat-
ing on the throal,” Lessnau says
about singlng heavy metal).

“When a five-album set from CCR
(Creedence Clearwater Revlval)
comes on TV, Il pick it ‘Ep.“
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Lessnau sald. “When a ff
set from Tchalkavsky comes on, I'll
pick up that no problem.”

He has his father to thank for that.
When Bobby Laurel was home, noth-
ing but jazz and classlcal music was
played.

Lessnau sald his father has been
an Inspiratlon, especially In the area
of songwrlting.

“A day doesn't go by where he
doesn't ask me. ‘Have you found
something elsc to do yet?,” " Lessnau
sald of his father, who produced
“The Resary Murders.” “He's speak-
{ng In term of the ups and downs of
the business.

“He also knows what it's llke to
have music in your blood. You have
to play.”

Midnight Cafe awill perform
Wednesday and Thursday, Nov.
4-5, at the Token Lounge in West~
land. For more information, call
522-0248.
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