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Industry builds

Oakland County has 11 percent of Michigan's population
but accounled for 19 percent of the state's industrial pro-
ductlon last year. A total of 256 industrial building permits
were issued with a face value of $156.7 million.

Kuhn asks teeth

By Tim Richard
stali wrltor

Drain commissioncr George Kubin
is sceking manpower and legal tools
to stop soll erosion by developers in
QOakland County.

“And there’s lots of development
In Oakland,” Kuhn's chiel deputy.
Robert Frederlcks, told a county
board committee Monday.

First, Kuhn is secking three new
positlons in his department to in-
spect soll moving work and act on
complalnts.

The request is In county Executive
Danlel T. Murphy's 1988 budget, now

being combed by the board’s finance
cammittee.

SECOND, THE four-term drain
chief will ask the Michigan Legisla-
ture for a new legal enforcemunt
teu) to carry out his responsibility
under the soil erosion law.

*Bumcally, developers apply for
pertmits to move soil.” Fredericks
expluined. “There's no policy for en-
forcing the law except on & com-
plaint-by-complaint busis.

“We're considering asking for 4
taw based on the weed controd ordi-
nonce of several cities, 1l they
{owner f weedy lots) fail to act., you

OCC altering in Southfield

Book store, offices, new classr

By Tim Richard
stalt writer

1Us less than a decade uld, but the
Southfivld Campus of Uakland Com-
nunity College is facing alterations.

The OCC board last week awarded
R L. Corriveau Construction Ine. of
Mount Clemens, low bidder, a con-
tract for $68,500 for work to be done
by the winter semester. The project
15 10 W0 purts

® Demolishing an existing show-
er-locker roam complex und cormbin-
ing it with an sdjacent sturage area
fur a full-time, full-service book-
stor

® Converting classroom 125 iato
we offices, a conference room and 4
secretarial area.

Dr. James Davis, president of the
Southeast Campus System of which

the Southtield bullding is part suid i
large, 900-square-foot classroum ol
ready has been converted into three
smaller classrooins, and plans are
being made to remodel two uthers.

“I'ye never seen classrooms s
size in a college,” said Davis, who
has been president of two lllineis
community colleges and & two-cam-
pus college in the state of Washing-
ton before coming to GCC in 1986

“An average class size 1» 550
square feet.” agreed Chanceiluy B
Stephen Nicholson “We could gu to
smaller ones very effectively

The Suuthtield  catnpus  houses
many allied health programs. It's on
Nine Mile, north of Northland Cemer
and next door lo Providence Hospr-
tal, OCC has many affiliation agree:
nunts with area hospitals for on-site
training of students

for erosion law

cut the weeds and bill them.”

Such a procedure, said Fredericks,
an attorney, would avoid long tieups
n Cireuit Court over Injunction re-
quests 1o be decided by & judge with
little interest in soil erosion.

THE SOIL erosion powers of the
drain commussioner apply to indus-
tria) and commercial developers, he
said.

They don't apply o county roud
commissions, which police  thems
selves under different laws, of tw
farmers, who deal with county ex
tension offices

Fredericks reported to the county

hoard's General Government Con-
mittee, chaired by Richard Skarritt.
R-Milford. That pancl endorses or
opposes changes in state Juws affect-
inR cuunties.

After giving Kubn and Frederieks
a sympathetic var, the panel asked
them to report back for an endorse:
ment of their legislative request

While the new 5011 erosIon inspec:
tors are likely to be on dutly duning
1984, Fredericks was uncertain Uik
tand officials could command the ut-
tention ef bhoth houses of the Mscnt-
gan Legislature this late in the year
to win adoption of ifie proposed en-
forcement 10915,

Nature has its own ‘crashes’

HE RECENT dive of the
stock market Is not the 1o
ple of this article, but it re-

minded me there are
crashes that oceur n nature, L00.

Throughout the years, plants and
animals in an area have developed
close assoclations and relationships
with cach other.

Plants provide shelter and foud
for many animals and are not often
killed by their natura! ncighbors.
Branches scrve as platforms for bird
or squirrel nests. Hollows in trees
protect animals from fou! weather
and provide a safe place to raise
young. And leaves feed anlmals di-
rectly or indirectly.

ANIMALS IN the same arca are
able to co-exist with cach other, even
1f one eats the other.

Qver time they have developed
methods to Insure the survival of
enough of the individuals to main-
tain the population.

1f a greater number of fox are
found In an arca, they soon reduce
the number of rabbits, When the
number of rabbits gets below a cer-
tain point, fox numbers decrease be-

o ? * nature
ot TImothy
- / Nowicki

increased to about 60,000 to 70,000
Two years later two-thirds of the
population died, and 14 years after
that die-off, the population drupped
to 10,000 animals.
Without predators, which are part
of the system, the number of deer

increased so much that there was
not envugh food fur them ail

Natural populations uf amimals
fluctuate like the stuck market and
hemlines, but usually do not crash —
unless there is an uncontrolied influ-
ence like the hand of man.

cause they cannot find enough to cat
After a period of time the reduced
number of fox allow the rabbit papu-
lation tv increase again.

Populations of animals often fluc-
tuate, but there are built-in checks
and balances that help to keep the
dynamic system balance.

IF MAN interferes with this bal-
ance, however, severe consequences
may result.

1n the carly 1900s, hunters killed
atl the predators from a region out
West known as the Kaibab Plateau.
Cougar, wolf, bobcat and coyote
were intentionally killed in an effort
w increase the deer population.

About 6,000 deer were found in the
area initially. After the predators
were eliminated, the deer population
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{1, tedaleg busiuess, the QCC Board
of Trustees list week approved
agrectnents with Ive other huspitals
for the Lratning of mental health su-
el worker students from the Au-
burn Hills Campus. The huspitals are
Madison  Heghts Community.
Havenwyek, Ponliae  Osteopathic,
Bi-County Comnumty and Critten-
wn

-

SYOU ARE trustees of $250 nal-
Lun woith of Jund. buildi

ooms due

Hills Campus land for widening of
Squirrel Koad is bogged down, col-
Jege vificials reporte .

“There are legal problems with
the right of way,” said Anthony
Jurson, vice chancellor of business.

The Oakland County Road Comt-
mission wants to turn Squirrel into &
boulevard in the area porth of M-59
{reewsy leading toward the Oaklanll
Technology Park and abutting the
OCC campus. .

‘There aho is a_money problero
over the paving of Featherstone, the

equipment.” chancellor Nicholson
told the board

Puintng to an audi of OCCS
bouks by Erast & Whinney, Detrot
C'PA firmn, Nicholson noted the cost
of all ussets 15 §122 imillion.

“That's at original cust Present
replscernent cost would be double
that. the callege's chief execuuve
ENH

Buddimgs vost $83 milhon, equip-
munt, $24 muillion: lund $3 wallon,
utnung other stems.

UCC offers programs at six locu.
tions. Auturn Hils Campus, High-
Lund buhes Campus, Orchard Ridge
Casnpus, Southeast System (Rogal
Quk and Southfield). and a Pontiac
Cunter irented quarters).

A PLAN Tt sell o strap of Auburh

two-lane t road on which the
Auburn Hills Campus is located, bé-
tween 1275 and Squirrel. N

“The city of Auburn Hills said #
hus no funds 10 pave Feathersone,”
Nicholson said. “This board has paid
for the pavingof Feathersione, This
board has heen a good neighbor. I
the board had placed a (traffic) bure
den on the road, the board was will-
ng 10 pay for it.”

Auburn Hills is among the aresd
~— along with Troy and Rochester
Hills — feeling an economic explo
sion due 10 the growth of high tech-
nology industry duning the ‘80s. The
county road commission tallied Qak-
lund’s roud needs due 10 €COROIIC
expansion at $740 miltion over 10
years,

A seres of bills to raise molonst
fees and allow local option road tax-
©s Is winding its way through both
houses of the Michigan Legislature
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