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Joining consortium an option for Hills

By Joanno Mallszewaki
staff writer

Participating In the Oakland
County salid waste disposal plan ls
an alternatlve for Farmington Hills
and nearby communities faced with
increaslng refuse disposal costs.

“Farmington Hills and other com-
munlties In the consortium are con-
cerried about the costs of i1,” sald
Thomas Blasel), Farmington Hills
public services director.

_Still, the county's plan for an in-
cinerator and waste energy recovery
plant, landfill and recycling system
is an alternative for the six commu-
nity members in a  consoriium
forméd in July.

The consortium, which includes
Farmingten Hills and Farmingion,
has hired the Kansas City-based con-
sulting firm, Black & Veatch, to
study what the cities can do to stem
disposal costs, Biasell said. Other
members are  Southfield, Novi,
Walled Lake and South Lyon.

The Farmingten Hills City Council
this year allocated $34,000 for the
Solid Waste Consortium to help pay
for consultants and studies. The con-
sortium will serve as an advisory
group, compiling necessary informa-
tion and alierpatives that will be
provided to the individual city coun-
clls for consideration. Study of the
Oakland County plan also will be In-
cluded.

“TIIE CONSORTIUM is going to
look at trash generation and what's
best for the communitics. We will
start crystal-balling five to 10 years
from now what the costs (of refuse
disposal) should be,” Biasel said.

George Schutte. Oakland County
chief engincer working on the selid
wi lan, said the six-city consor-
tim "5 entitled” to study possible
alternatives. But planning for the 30
communities that are committed to
participating in the county plan
must continue,

~Qur intent is to do the best we
can with the communitics who are
ready to proceed,” Schutte said.

County officials are updating the
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salid waste plan adopted in 1983 as
approved by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and re-
quired by Michigan Public Act 641 of
1978,

State law requires a five-year up-
date. But state officials have extend-
ed that requircment to January 1989
50 more coordination is possible be-
1ween solid waste plans for all Mich-
igan countles, “Our target is to have
a draft of the updated plan by March
1988, Schutte sald.

That plan is expected to covet the
needed facltlties for solid wasté dis-
posal as well as estimated costs,
Schutte sald. But the county is faced
with determining what size of plant
10 build, based on the partlelpating
communities, Biasell said.

“YOU CAN'T bulld one of these
facilities so buge 1o accommodate
{uture commmunities wanting (o come
in.” Schutte said.

The first facility, however, per-
haps could be built with expansion In
mind should other communitles de-
cide to partlclpate.

The 30 communities that arc com-
mitted to the county solid waste plan
could opt to receive paybacks from
communities who declde to partici-
pate later. That would not be Inap-
propriate congidering the 30 com-
munities are taking the Inltlal risks.
Schutte said. .

He acknowledged consortium
members’ concerns about the costs
of participating in the county plan.
But the chief engincer also questlons
the life of the landfills the communl-
ties are now using. “There's enly
about foue to five years left in the
Oakland County landfllls,” Schutie
safd.

Though costs are only estimates,
Farmington Hills, for example,
could be faced with paying any-
where from $22 to $50 a ton for solid
waste disposal, “We're figuring with
the increases (charged by the Brow-
ing-Ferris Industries landfill In
Washienaw County) that we are pay-
ing now about $10.50 a ton for dis-
posal. That doesn’t include collec-
tion.” said Dale Countegan, Farm-
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ington Hills assistant to the pubtle
services director. .

BFI'S LANDFILL in Washtenaw
County is considered to have the
rmost available space in the state, Bi-
asell sald. it's also much closer (con-
sequently Jess expensive because of
hauling fees based on mileage) to

Wrestling

Contipued trom Pago 1

crease fodlowed in August. Since
then, BFI increased prices 20 pere
cent in Aprll 1887 and 14 percent
Oct. 1. That's a 34 percent increase
this year, Countegan satd.

The Farmington Hills City Council
amended the 1987-88 refuse removal
budget more than $62,000, a 5 per-
cent budget increase, to cover the
October dlsposal increases.

The Increased landfill costs are
passed to the city through the Farm-
Ington-based Rubbish Co., which pro-
vides Farmington Hllls wlth collee:

Farmington Hills than the planncd
facillty at the Oakland County com-
plex in Pontlac, he added.

“We've been glven onc allernative
by the county. The result could be
that the best alternative would be to
Join the county,” Blasell sald. “They
{vounty offlclals) would love to scc
us in the county plan. But we don't
want 1o commit to anything long-

term without knowledge. So the decl-
sions we're looking at are Jasting and-
very expensive.”

The Oakland County plan calls for
bullding a soltd waste Incinerator
and a sanitary landfill. The incinera-
tor would burn waste and generate
steam and clectrieity. The steam
probably would be used by the coun-
ty and the electricity would be sold

W
with disposal of solid waste

tlon and disposal secvices,

In November 1986, Farmington
Hills officials renewed and extended
through 1990 the city's contract with
the Rubbish Co. for coilecting gare
bage. The ¢ontract provides a 3 per-
cent Incredse each year through the
end of the decade. On top of those
costs, the Rubblsh Co. passes to the
city what the landfill charges the
company for disposing of the city's
residential garbage, Countegan said.

THIS YEAR the city Is paylng the
Rubblsh Co. $4.37 per household

monthly to collect garbage. BFI
charges $1.86 on the same basis. For
the almost 17,000 houscholds In
Farmington Hills, the city pays a to-
tal $6.23 per houschold per month
for garbage collection and disposal,
Countegan said.

While collection stlil represents
the greatest portlon of disposal costs
for the city, tand{ill fees are galning.
“Now it's shifting. You have a shilt
from your collection costs to damp-
ing," Countegan said. “It's not going
to bs 50 untlkely that this will be a
trend.”

to the utllity companles, Schutte

sald. .

The landtil) would accommodate
ashes from the Incinerator and other
waste materlals that can't be
burned. A recycling system for
newspapers and glass, for example,
also will be considered. “We could
reduce the wasie stream by pulling
Items out of it,” Schutte said.

This year, the landfill tipping fees
represent 30 percent of the total
costs. Last year, hawever, the fees

p 4 27 percent, C

said.

“We have no contractual relation-
ship with the landfllL,” he sald, "Our
attitude is. it's up to the Rubbish Co.
to find the most cost-cffectlve land-
fill,
“We examined what other com-
munities — Southileld, Novi, Royal
Oak — are paylng. We found what
we are getting under our contract
with the Rubblish Co. is competl-
tve.”

Continued from Page 1
way fund money, according to earll-
er reports frem Deadman.

During the summer: Farmington
Road was completely reconstructed
from Shlawassee to 10 Mile; two legs
of Power from Grand River to 10
Mile received improvements includ-
ing bridge improvements; and four
sections of Shiawassee from Farm-
Ington Road to Orchard Lake were
repalred with special attention given
to the road base In front of Farming-
ton High School,

Also during the summer, an Qak-

1and County project ln Eonjuncllan

Farmington road projects almost done

unused, 50-year-old u(}llzy lines and

with Farmington and
Hills improved 10 Mile Road at the
cltles' border.

THE WATER improvement
project affects 356 houscholds and Is
deslgned to add 20-25 pounds per cu-
bic foot of pressure, or more, to their
water output, Deadman sald.

The project [nvolves an area from
Oakwood Cemetery on Grand River
cast on Shlawassce where a new wa-
ter llne was added. It took longer
than planned because of unexpected,

other items

when the contractor was digging t0

install new line and line taps.
Resldents  experienced  several

daytime water shutoffs during the

serving the current system,” Dead-
man added. "People were suffering
from relatlvely low water pressure,
especlally in the summer.”

‘Future projects include Downtown
D Authority

summer to faclitate the
in doing the project, Deadman add~
cd.

The project is fiot Lo tncrease the
current system, but to Isolate the
residents having the problem and
add them to a new high pressure sys-
tem.

“It's really to do a better job of

and impr to the
area, and possibly a widening of
Nine Mile Road both east and west
of Farmington Road, if approved.
The long-awalted widening of Orc-
hard Lake Road Is under way, but
Deadman said some federal funding
for the project has slowed plans. He
estimates construction will not begin
untii at least 1990,
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NOVEMBER
EVENTS

4-6 — University & Dorvin Center
Craft Sale
6 — Livonia Family Y Auction - 7:00 P.M.
7 — Senior Snow Queen Pageant - Noon
8 — Junior Snow Queen Pageant - Noon
14 — Walk Michigan - Fitness Walk - 9 AM.
14 — “A Puppet Sampler” Puppet Show 10:30
AM. and 1:00 P.M.
14 — Holiday Puppet Workshop - 11:15 AM.
Grades 3-6
To pre-register phone 476-1166
21 — “Christmas Enchantment” Holiday
Parade 9:00 AM. .
Parade Route: 6 Mile & Middichelt

[®

26 — Thnnksglvlng Day to Livonia Mall ‘
Mall Close
i Livonia Mall
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but I have a major league pizza. Try it! H
Plonse allow 30 minules :

H |
Homemade Pan Pizza

‘. Pepperoni, Itallan Sausage, }
Green Peppers, Ham, Mushrooms, Onion, |
Whole Pan 8 Pcs. !
Cheese Only...ummmmen 8,49 1.
The Works (Everything)...12.48 |
Each Additlonal ltem...... 89 :
i

I

|

OFF

‘Whola Pan

Extra Chesse
Half Pan 4 Pcs.
Cheese Only.. : 29
The Warks (Everything) .... 749
Each Additional ltem....... 68

OFF

Small Pan

$200 : $1 00

“ALSO FEATURING Salads, S
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+ Inside Bosco’s Party Store

+ A Complete Eat In - Carry Out Menu
» 12 Mile at Orchard Lake Rd.

For Faster Service Call

553-7500

LUNCH & DINNER
Order Ahead

CHICKEN

More Bite To The Buck
BOSCO'S gives you 35% more chicken
per piece than the colonel *

All dinners include: Coleslaw, French Fries and
Fresh Baked Homemade Bread
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e save $Q00
2008 v SAVE $500

ubs, Hamburgers, Sandwiches

5 Plece Dinnar $1 50
Buckets
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