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Our 15-year- lesson:
Faith requires action

A FRIEND of mine tells me that
we should do Bible study and prayer
in the midst of action. We should not
be sitting o a building but standing
in the streets. These religious dutles
should be dene in a place of crisis
and paln, My friend tells me that
falth Is a verb not a noun.

This week js the 15th 'y
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of this column. My frlend says that
the value of our column may be
judged not by what we have said but
by what we and others have done as
aresult.

Fifteen years ago, we clergy who
wrate this column were often out in
the streets. We were acting upon our
belicfs regarding racism, war, ccolo-
gy and other moral issues. We have
grown older, and the temiptation s to
sit upon a soft chair and reflect upen
the problems of the world.

We need to remind ourselves that
rellgion without moral and etbical
action is dead.

THIS COLUMN was born out of
the conviction that religion is more
than potlucks, worship services and
dinner speakers.

Faith is inseparable from deed
and act. A caring church or syna-
gogue must gauge its commitments
by how many dolars and people it
sends out 10 aid in healing life.

Years ago 4 book came out with
the title “The Comfortable Pew.” At
times the phrase haunts me, It is too
casy to slip into the comfortable

What does God require of us?"
asks the prophet Micah. His answer
is that we are to do justice, love
mercy and walk humbly with Ged.

What comes to our mind when we
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' Rev. David
{ Strong
hear these words?

ONE SITUATION which comes to
my mind is how the death penalty Is
carrled out in the South. When pro-
spective jurors are questioned In a
mrder case they are asked, “Do you
oppose the death penalty?” If the
person does, he or she is disquailfled
for the jury, .

‘The fact is that almost all black
people in the Decp South oppose the
death penalty, The practical effect
of this process Is to immediately re-
move virtually all blacks from the

ury.

The almost-all-white juries, who
do not ebject to the death penalty,
then are more apt o impose lhe
death penalty, A lawyer in Georgia
states that “fairness and justice are
being trampled upon In a horrendous
fashion.” Think about it!  *

IN THE FIRST column of this se-
ries, the Rev. Rlchard Cassidy asked
whether religlon does motivate peo-
ple 1o overcome social injustice.

In carlier history, he gave.-evi-
dence that religion dld not challenge
injustice. The stlence of the churches
in Hitler's Germany was the most
striking example. Although there has
been some evidence that rellgion
does lead people to seek Justice and
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OUR WELL-SUITED
ACCESSORIES

As fine jewelers, we take
pride in preseating a truly fine
callection of accessorics fur men, Pictured
from our Haliday Cataleguc, all in 18k gold: Alter-
nk bracelet, $975, Square cut diamond
g, $3,000, Large link bracelet, $1,650.
Round cut dizmond ring, $3,250.

Emecrald cut diamend ring, $6,600,
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mercy the most recent revivals of
conservative religion have turned
the clock back.

We nced to turn our attentlon all
the way back to the religlon of
Moscs, Isafah, Micah and Jesus.

Some denominatlons have focused -

upon the word “discipleshlp” as a
key guide word. Living justice and
righteousness is part of this same
orientatlon.

We shall sce if ethical, moral and
Just action is to be a part of religlous
conviction. Otherwise there is al-
ways the option of sitting deep into
the comlortable pew,

The Rev. David Strong is the

MARVIN TEEPLES/sriwork

pastor of St. M United
Methodist Church in Livonia, He,
Rabbi Irwin Groner and the Rev.
Lloyd Buss were among the Mor-
al Perspectives writers when the
column made its debut Nov. 8,
1972, The other current columauist
is the Rev. Robert Schaden.

Probate Court
will train
volunteers

Prabate Court volunteers will hold
training and orlentation sessions the
next two Thursdays, Nov. 12 and 19,
in the Probate Court econference
room, second floor, east wing of the
Oakland County Courthouse in Ponti-
ac. Sessions will run from 7 to 9 pm.

Adults interested in working with
youngsters age £-16 should plan to
attend thesc sessions. For back-
ground informatlen, call Patti
Reedy, volunteer coordinator, at
858-0041 Mondays through Fridays
from B:30 a.m. to $ p.m.

“Staylng with it," a brochure on how to get
started and stay with an exerclse program, is

available from the President's Council on

Heart attack?Never knew:

Did you know that . . .

# More than one-qearier of all
heart attacks are uvnrecognized. In
ather words, they oceur in the ab-
sence of severe chest paln and other
ominous symptoms. Furthermore,
the proportion of unrecognized heart
attacks is higher in women (35 per-
cent) than in men (28 percent).

® “Staying With It” a 16-page
hrochure that teaches you how to get
started and stay with an exerclse
program, is now available by calling
this toll-frec _number: 1-800-543-
2925, Dept. E.D. The free pamphlet
is published by the President’s Coun-
cil on Physical Fitness and Sports.

® There is no scientifie evidence
that a vasectomy increases the risk
of heart attack,

® Decoding the prescription jar-
gon between your doctor and phar-
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macist is really quite simple. A sam-
ple of such terms: gh, every hour; qd,
cvery day; bid, twice a day, tid, three
times a day: qid, four thmes a day;
prn, as needed; a.c., before meals:
p.c.. after meals; and hs, at bed-

e

me.

® Fast-food addicts would appear
to be better off by eating more tacos
and fewer double cheesburgers.
Mexican-style fast food tends to be
lower in fat, cholesterol and salt.

Pizza is also another reasonable al-
LOOK AHEAD

ﬁ LAYAWAY

Shop early...layaway "til
Christmas an+ earn
discounts up to £5% (thru
11-10-87) -

o

By

1000°s ot unvsusl toys, dalts, tealns,
Somouses, 1EescoDes. 1Ay bewrs and mése”

The Doll Rospital
&y Seldien

IH7 W, 12 Mile » Borklay ¢ 543-3115
Mon.-Bat. 10-5 ¢ Fil. il 8

Physlcat Fitneas and Sports by calling 1-800- °
543-2925, Dept, E.D.

ternative i topped with tomatoes,
green peppers and/or mushrooms.

® A regular weight-tratning pro-
gram may promote favorable
changes in blood fat levels In men
and women. Several recent studics
have shown that low-density 1l-
poprotein  (LDL) cholesterel, the
“bad" form of cholesterel, Is sub-
stantially reduced by a reslstance
exercise program. Moreovér, high-""
density lipoprotein (HDL) cholester-
ol, the “good" form of cholesteral, is
increased!

Barry A. Franklin is director of
cardiac rehabilitation and ex-
ercise laboratories at William
Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak,
and associate professor of phy-
sioloyy., Wayne State University's
Schoal of Medicine.

Video looks
for help

Some 20,000 high scheol and col-
lege students are sought for “Reach
Out and Touch,” a one-hour music
video to be fllmed Sunday, Nov. 8 at
Michlgan Stadium, Ann Arber.

The video will air natlonally. It
promotes substance abuse aware-
ness. It kicks off aleohel abuse
awareness week.

Filming begins at 2 p.m. in the
stands along the 50-yard line. Partic-
ipants should enter through the sta-
dium tunnel near Chrysler Arena,

dmission and parklng Is free.
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Come see the exciting 1988
collection ol fabulously
designed lurs..and all groally
raduced. Arpin Furs...where
perfectlon is placed above
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We've Arrived

Visit us in our new location, where we've
dedicated two floors to fine home
furnishings by the world's foremost”
manufacturers: Henredon, Baker, Dixie.
Preview and many others.

Register to win S500 toward your Pierson
purchase, plus & free home evaluation,
by ane of our interior designers,

Specinl Grand Opening prives
throughout the store,
Drawing will be held November 8, 1987,
Winners notified by mail,
no purchise hecessary.
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WE CONGRATULATE
ANNA BASSETT
For Her Beautifully Renovat

ANNA BASSETTS
Shop
at
SOMERSET MALL
and. '
Invite You to Visit

SOMERSET —
Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy

Monday, Thursday, Friday 10-9
Sunday 12-5/Other Days 10-6

THE MALL




